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The Lodge of the Golden Fleece 
No. 300 – Melbourne’s Premier 

Dining and Entertainment Lodge 
– celebrated their centenary with 
the Installation of Bro. Jason 
Gribble OMM and Investiture of his 
Centenary Officers, on Saturday 9 
July. Formalities actually commenced 
the evening before with a Welcome 
Reception at the home of the Fleece – 
the Kelvin Club. 

A wonderful welcome speech was 
made by the Rt. Hon. the Earl of 
Dunmore, RWBro. Malcolm Murray 
PJGW, proceeded by heartfelt words 
from the Past Grand Secretary RWBro. 
Garry Runge OAM JP PDGM, an 
honorary Fleece member. A 100-
year tradition at the Fleece is to vote 
in Grand Secretaries as honorary 
members, having started with RWBro. 
W. Stewart PSGW, who read the 
petition by the Clarke Lodge No. 98, 
and the Foundation Warrant, all those 
years ago.

On the day of Installation, which 
was held at the Australian Club, the 
beautifully adorned Ellis Rowan room 
was set for 100 Freemasons, with 
the main dining room downstairs 
ready for the nearly 200 guests in 
total. Once Lodge business had 
been conducted, MWBro. Richard 
Elkington, accompanied by the 2022-
23 Grand Team led by RWBro. Barry 
Dyce PSGW, conducted a spectacular 
ceremony of Installation. All were 
pleased when the new Worshipful 
Master rose for the Third time to close 
the Lodge, receiving his hearty good 
wishes. Concurrently, a Partner’s 
Drinks and Tour of the Club was 
hosted by Mrs. Nicole Jade and Mrs. 
Sonia Burman, the latter of whom was 
also the guest speaker.

Once the doors were open, Brethren 
joined their partners and guests in 
the adjacent room for a welcome 
cocktail, the Golden Fleece Bellini, 
with canapes, before heading down 
the main staircase to the dining 
room. Hosts for the night, VWBro. 
Ben Quick PGIWkgs and VWBro. 

Daniel Jade PGIWkgs (Central District 
Coordinator), welcomed all and the 
Earl of Dunmore conducted the Loyal 
Toast before entrees were served. The 
rest of the night had many hallmark 
moments, including the promotion of 
WBro. Alan Young – the ‘Senior Fleece’ 
– to Past Grand Inspector of Workings, 
and a 65-year jewel presentation to 
WBro. Alan Read PM.

The Golden Fleece Centenary Charity 
Fund, a named sub-fund under 
the Freemasons Public Charitable 
Foundation with a five-year target of 
$100,000 was launched, accompanied 
by two large donations totalling 
$25,000 to Lord Somers Camp & 
Powerhouse and More Than Opera. 
A further $7,000 was raised on the 
night alone through the silent auction, 
and the traditional collection in the 
Fleece Charity Urn, all while being 
entertained by WBro. David Kram AM 
and the Golden Fleece Orchestra. 

With the major event concluded, a 
lovely breakfast was held the following 
morning, also at the Australian 
Club, with nearly 40 guests enjoying 
in particular the Installation Cake 
leftovers. Stay tuned for more events 
throughout the centenary year of the 
Golden Fleece.

Centenary Installation
THE LODGE OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE No. 300

MWBro. Richard Elkington with 
newly installed Centenary Master 
WBro. Jason Gribble.
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Centenary Birthday
O F  C O B R A M  L O D G E  A N D  I T S  B U I L D I N G

On Saturday 23 July 2022 Cobram 
Lodge No. 282 celebrated their 

100-year anniversary and held a Re-
Consecration and Re-Dedication 
Ceremony of the Lodge and building. 
The building was consecrated on 
4 June 1921 (the Ceremony of Re-
Enactment was delayed by 12 months 
due to COVID). 

This is a great example of how a Lodge 
and the local community can work 
together. While the building serves 
the needs of Freemasonry, it also 

provides a space for a cinema which is 
popular in town. 

WBro. Trevor Hocking was thanked 
by all for his unwavering support to 
the Lodge and for his enthusiasm in 
putting this event together. Another 
organiser, the late WBro. Wilson was 
posthumously awarded the rank of 
Past Grand Standard Bearer.

The smoky incense-filled ceremony 
was followed by a meal at the Italian 
Club and a good time was had by all.

The Murray River was first 
discovered in 1824 by Hume 

and Hovell, together with Charles 
Sturt. In 1830, they sailed along the 
Murray from its junction with the 
Murrumbidgee, but it was another 57 
years before the township of Cobram 
was born.

At that time, there were already places 
of business operating in Strathmerton, 
Yarroweyah, Muckatah, and 
Katamatite. It was another 34 years 
before Freemasonry arrived in Cobram 
with the Consecration of Cobram 
Lodge No. 282 on 4 June 1921.

Earlier in 1921, Freemasons in Cobram 
held several meetings in the National 
Bank building. A group of Brethren 
instigated the movement to apply 
for a charter with Grand Lodge, 
and permission was given for the 
establishment of a Masonic Lodge at 
Cobram.

Originally it was planned for the Lodge 
to be named "The Lodge of Renown" 
but was later changed to Cobram 
Lodge No. 282.

On 4 June 1921, the Consecration of 
Cobram Lodge, was carried out by 
Grand Master MWBro. F T Hickford 
and Grand Lodge Officers.

The first regular meeting was held 
at the Mechanics’ Institute on 23 
June 1921, and during the first year 
of operation, from June to August, 14 
regular, and 14 emergency meetings 
were held. 35 new members were 
initiated, 21 candidates passed to the 
Second Degree, and 16 raised to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason. 

Meetings were held on the Thursday 
closest to the full moon, but were later 
changed to the last Thursday of the 

month to avoid clashing with other 
Lodge meetings.

Brethren were concerned about 
their Lodge needing a home and 
so they purchased the current 
building from Browne Corke & Co. 
Merchants, at a cost of 850 pounds. 
After some renovations and furniture 
purchases the total sum amounted 
to 1,100 pounds, which was raised by 
members taking out debentures to 
the value of 5 pounds.

At a special meeting held on 22 March 
1922, a Notice of Motion was read to 
the effect "That our place of meeting 
be changed from the Mechanics' 
Institute Cobram, to the newly 
acquired Masonic Hall as soon as the 
latter was ready for occupation."

This motion was put into effect on 
22 June 1922, when the first meeting 
was held in the current centre, just 
12 months after the Consecration of 
the Lodge, and the first Installation 
took place on 10 August 1922. The 
Dedication of the building was carried 
out on 4 August 1923.

This building has been used monthly 
for meetings and has seen many 
local identities of the district and 
surrounding area, join, and become 
members of Freemasonry.

T H E

The History of Cobram Lodge No. 282

The original building.

Original Consecration Program by 
MWBro. FT Hickford, Grand Master.

The newly renovated building.
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           ew Songs, Favourites and      
            Requests” was the theme for 
Lodge Liberation’s annual Charity 
Night in aid of the Weary Dunlop 
Medical Research Foundation.

A capacity crowd was entertained 
by ‘Paulin & Parry’, a professional 
singing duo at the Waverley Masonic 
Centre. Vicki Paulin and her singing 
partner Ed Parry are professionally 
trained artists who provided a 
most entertaining evening for all 
in attendance. Vicki Paulin is the 
daughter of WBro. Ted and Mivian 
Paulin who have both passed away in 
recent years.

Whilst a member of his Lodge, each 
year Ted Paulin organised an annual 
fundraiser concert at which Vicki 
and Ed sang, which has resulted in 
many thousands of dollars being 
raised to help provide grants to 
medical researchers through the 
Weary Dunlop Foundation. This year 
the Lodge nominated a research 
project which aims to find precision 
medicine to identify cardiovascular 
risk in diabetes which will be 
conducted by Dr Sheila Patel, Senior 
Research Fellow, Department of 
Medicine, Austin Health, University of 
Melbourne.

The proceeds from the evening, 
together with a supplementary grant 
from Freemasons Foundation Victoria, 
will be presented at the Weary Dunlop 
Memorial Day which this year will be 
held at the Shrine of Remembrance.

Sir Ernest Edward "Weary" Dunlop, AC, 
CMG, OBE was an Australian surgeon 
renowned for his leadership while 
being held prisoner by the Japanese 
during World War II. He is best known 

for his care of the prisoners of war who 
were forced into labour to build the 
Thai-Burma railway and for standing 
up to the Japanese guards who forced 
prisoners to work in utterly appalling 
conditions. He joined Lodge Liberation 
No. 674 after it was formed by POWs 
in 1949. His legacy lives on in many 
ways, none more admirable than 
the Medical Research Foundation he 
formed, which is named in his honour. 

The event was attended by the 
Chairman of the Weary Dunlop 
Medical Research Foundation, Mr 
Robert Winther and his wife Diane, 
together with the Foundation’s 
Secretary Mrs Kathleen Lambert and 
her husband Mr. Michael Fidler who 
donated a rare bottle of Australian 

Digger Port which raised over $100 at 
auction. The event was well supported 
by members of the wider Pauiln family 
which keeps alive the enthusiastic 
spirit started by our dearly departed 
Brother Ted.

“N

Paulin name lives on at  
Weary Dunlop Charity Night
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Silver Lining to Outback  
Second Degree
By VWBro. Neil Nyholm PGIWkgs.

Silverton Masonic Temple
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When Bro. Hugh Gunn completed 
his Second Degree in Lodge 

Liberation No. 674 earlier this year, 
being his Mentor, I looked around to 
find a Lodge doing the Fellow Craft 
Ceremony so he could again witness 
it being performed. Fortunately, the 
Silver City Lodge No. 151 (NSWC) which 
normally meets in Broken Hill, had 
a Candidate for the Second Degree 
which, in recent years has conducted 
their Second Degree Ceremonies in 
the historic Silverton Masonic Temple.

Silverton, a remote town on the 
western edge of the Murray Darling 
Basin, 37kms northwest of Broken 
Hill, is near where rich silver deposits 
were discovered in 1875. Among the 
few remaining buildings still standing 
in the old town is the Masonic Temple 
on a block of land originally donated 
to the Umberumberka Lodge No. 151 
(EC) by Charles Rasp, the Boundary 
Rider from Mount Gipps Station who 
was the first prospector to peg out a 
miner’s lease on the Broken Hill ‘Line 
of Lode’ back in 1883. He and six other 
Station Hands formed the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company (BHP) which 
today, is one of the largest and most 
prosperous mining companies in the 
world.

Bro. Charles Rasp (whose full name 
was “Hieronymous Salvator Lopez 
von Pereira”), was the first Brother 
initiated in the Umberumberka Lodge 
No. 151 (EC), and his photo is proudly 
on display above the Senior Warden’s 
chair in the Masonic Centre. Another 
feature of the centre are the kerosene 
lanterns used for night meetings. The 
Lodge has resisted having electricity 
connected to preserve the original 
ambience.   

This was a nostalgic visit for me as my 
family came from Broken Hill and my 
uncle, WBro. Tom Nyholm who taught 
at the Silverton School from 1934 to 
1939 was the Worshipful Master of the 
Umberumberka Lodge No. 151 (EC) 
in 1937. As I sat through the meeting 
on that sunny Saturday afternoon, 
I tried to imagine my uncle Tom 
sitting in the Master’s Chair and the 
myriad of historic meetings that were 
conducted in the Temple since it's 

Dedication over a century ago.   

The area around Broken Hill is still 
rich in mineral deposits, although 
to outsiders, much of the landscape 
looks like a barren wasteland. But 
perhaps its greatest treasures are 
the history, the folklore and the 
uniquely Australian stories of the past 
that go to make up the rich fabric 
of Freemasonry in Australia. As an 
example, I was told by one of the locals 
that one of the crows who fly around 
the town has been known to perch on 
one of the high window ledges during 
meetings and repeat the Tyler’s 
knocks with a loud squawking sound.

The visit to this ‘outback temple’, 
was a trip back in time in more ways 
than one, and a rich experience for 
Bro. Hugh Gunn to witness a Brother 
passing to the Second Degree in such 
a historic setting.

"The visit to this ‘outback 
temple’, was a trip back in 
time"

"stories of the past that go to 
make up the rich fabric of 
Freemasonry in Australia"
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Gippsland community worker 
Richard Elkington, 71, has been 

honoured with the Medal of the Order 
of Australia (OAM) in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours.

Mr Elkington has been cited “for 
service to the community through a 
range of roles”.

Mr Elkington paid tribute to his wife 
Kathleen, the couple’s sons Jeremy 
and Andrew and their families, as 
well as professional and community 
colleagues.

Mr Elkington was recognised for 
a range of community activities, 
particularly in the promotion of the 
Latrobe Valley, as a former chair of 
Regional Development Gippsland, 
and as a former board member of 
Gippsland Development Limited.

The long-time Traralgon resident is 
Grand Master of Freemasons Victoria, 
a men’s fraternity with 7,500 members 
across the state, with an emphasis 
of self-improvement and charity to 
others.

Born in Yallourn and raised in 
Newborough, Mr Elkington was an 
executive general manager at the Loy 
Yang Power Station, following on from 
various operations and engineering 
roles at the Yallourn Power Station.

He and Kathleen met in 1973 when he 
was a cadet engineer with the State 
Electricity Commission.

Kathleen, a nurse, went on to become 
director of nursing at Brookfield Park 
Nursing Home in Traralgon.

He chaired Gippsland Water from 
2000-2007 and was a former director 
of East Gippsland Water.

He was an executive council 
member of the Victorian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, and its 
regional president.

Some of Mr Elkington’s other 
community involvements have 
included work with the Latrobe Valley 
Authority, the Regional Policy Advisory 
Committee, Coal Resources Victoria, 
and the Regional Transport Advisory 

Group.

He had senior memberships of 
Gippsland Ports, Gippsland Farm 
Plantations, the Latrobe Valley Task 
Force and the Gippsland Tertiary 
Education Council.

Some of his community activities have 
involved Gippsland community radio, 
Mid Gippsland Football League, the 
Baw Baw District Scout Association, 
and the Latrobe Light Opera Society.

He joined the Heyfield Lodge and was 
later a foundation member at Lodge 
Cornucopia at Warragul.

Mr Elkington prizes strategic and 
conceptual thinking and seeks to 
include as many people as possible in 
decision making, whether it be with 
professional or fraternal organisations.

Gippsland Times, 14 June 2022

Richard Elkington Honoured
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Peer     
 Support
P R O G R A M

Peer Support Session number one:
1. The 10-minute Peer Support session is conducted in 

the South preceding any refreshments. Check with the 
DC that the timing is appropriate.

2. It is recommended that the Lodge elect a group 
facilitator to conduct this first session.

3. Prior to the Peer Support session, Brethren are advised 
in the Lodge meeting notice paper, and in Lodge, to 
bring an item of value to the next meeting to share 
with another person. This item should fit in a Lodge 
regalia case. Visitors or Brethren without their item of 
value can explain what they would have brought to 
share.

Information for the group facilitator to read 
introducing the session:
1. The facilitator explains the following to Brethren, that 

the Peer Support Program is based on an enrichment 
of our beliefs. In this session it refers to our neighbour 
by acting with him on the square, by rendering every 
kind office which justice and mercy may require and 
by doing to him as in similar cases you would wish he 
should do to you.

2. So how do we render kind office to each other as 
we regularly meet together? It is by practicing and 
enriching our social skills. It is understanding that 
up to 70% of our communication is non-verbal. It 
is understanding the importance of addressing 
each other by name. It is practicing listening and 
acknowledging skills.

3. Move away from the tables to chairs with a partner.

4. Explain that you have one minute to describe your 
item of value to your partner. During that explanation, 
the listener is not to interrupt but must be prepared to 
repeat the story. Ring a bell or tap a glass at the end of 
the one minute.

5. It is now time for the listener to repeat the story and 
see if he got it right. The listener then explains their 
item of value for one minute with similar feedback.

6. Finally the pair are invited to acknowledge each other 
by using the sentence stem. Thanks for your story, I 
liked the way you…

Peer Support Session number two: 

1. The facilitator explains to Brethren that this 
session is based on the truly Masonic ornament 
of benevolence; that is greeting each other 
warmly.

2. Remind Brethren of the importance of listening 
skills from session one.

3. Explain to Brethren that there is an imaginary 
line in the hall. This is a continuum with positive 
at one end and negative at the other with 
gradations between.

4. Brethren are invited to stand on the line as to 
how they feel about the following statements 
and explain to their partner in 30 seconds why 
they placed themselves there.

5. Tap a glass or ring a bell at the one minute mark 
between each item.

How do you feel about?

a.     Your first car
b.     Your home
c.     Your best holiday
d.     Your past or present employment
e.     Your hobby

For further support in implementing the 
Masonic Peer Support program in your Lodge 
contact Dr Ted Stephens PJGW by text on 
0427 643 221.

PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM

LODGES, do you want to trial 
the Peer Support Program?
It is recommended that the trial of the Peer Support 
program be first discussed at a Committee of General 
Purposes meeting of the Lodge. Following meeting 
consensus, it is then suggested the proposal for a trial 
be explained and put to a vote in open Lodge. 

Peer     
 Support
P R O G R A M
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"Say you have four children, and you plan to leave each of them 25% of your estate. 
Think about it this way - what if you left each of them 24% and left the remaining 4% to 
the Freemasons Foundation? This would contribute to a better Victoria, in your family's 
name, in perpetuity, and would be a true reflection of the generosity of Freemasons."“ ”Rodney Lavin JP, Chairman, Freemasons Foundation

Talk to us today about leaving a gift 
in your Will to support causes close 
to your heart in the local community.

For more information, contact our Executive Officer on  
(03) 8535 4780 or enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org

www.freemasonsfoundation.org

thank you
Saying

We held our Annual 1889 Bequest Society Lunch for our valued members on 27 May, in Melbourne. It was attended by 
31 guests and one veteran seeing eye dog. We heard from Patron Mrs Rosemary Evans, Scholarship recipient Mats 

Manallack, 'Mann about Town' David Mann AM, and of course our Chairman Rodney Lavin JP. Thank you to those who 
attended for joining us and for your ongoing support.
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Get InspiredLeverage Your  
COMMUNITY  
ACTIVITIES
Victorian Lodges do wonderful 

things in their communities, 
from donating to local charities, to 
awarding scholarships in local schools. 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria 
(FFV) can help your Lodge fundraising 
really make an impact in your local 
community. 

Each year, FFV’s Masonic Grants 
program assists Victorian Craft 
Lodges, Mark Lodges and Chapters to 
amplify their philanthropic activities 
in the local community. Applications 
are invited for grants up to $10,000, 
and there’s a total of $500K available 
for grants in 2022/23, with applications 
closing 31 May 2023.

Lodges must contribute to the 
donation, and the cause must 
support a not-for-profit organisation 
with a charitable purpose in the 
areas of Health & Medical Research, 
Community Development, Education, 
Youth Development Programs and 
Indigenous Programs. 

FFV’s Education Grants are also 
open now. We believe schools are at 
the centre of our communities. FFV 
can provide assistance to Victorian 
Craft Lodges to support them in 
contributing to the education of 
children in local schools through 
means of a FFV Education Grant. 
Applications close 31 May.

Applications & Information  
www.freemasonsfoundation.org 

Administration & Support   
enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org  
(03) 8535 4780

FREEMASONS FOUNDATION

We’re delighted to share some of our Brethren’s recent charitable 
achievements.

Gippsland Lakes Lodge, Union Lodge of North Gippsland, Bairnsdale 
Daylight Lodge and Mitchell River Lodge combined with FFV to 
donate $10,710 to Bairnsdale Regional Health Service to enable them 
to purchase a bladder scanner. 

Together, Lodge of Honour and FFV presented $6K in funding to 
Community Support Frankston for their emergency relief program. 
This organisation helps more than 10,000 people a year, providing 
support like food and basic living essentials to those experiencing 
financial hardship in the Frankston community.
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We were pleased to celebrate 
some of the achievements of 

students across Victoria at scholarship 
presentation evenings in two 
locations. This year, FFV awarded 
scholarships totalling $181,700 to 101 
students. These awards were made 
up of secondary scholarships of 
$600 or $1,500, and $5,000 tertiary 
scholarships, as well as one $10,000 
tertiary scholarship. 

The first presentation evening was 
held in Gardenvale, Melbourne, 
on 30 May, and was attended by 
approximately 60 people. While the 
events have been more intimate than 
in pre-COVID years, there was the 
added bonus of having the time and 
space to meet and talk to the students 
and their families, including some 
proud parents and grandparents. 
Freemasons Victoria Grand Master at 
the time, Richard Elkington, took time 

out of his busy schedule to attend the 
Gardenvale event and congratulate 
the students.

More than a quarter of the 101 
students receiving this year’s 
scholarships attended schools in 
Maryborough in the Central Goldfields 
region. Because of this, our second 
presentation took place at the 
Maryborough Highland Society on 9 
June. Around 120 people attended, 
helping create a great atmosphere. 
FFV’s top Tertiary award recipient 
Avoca’s Reagan Wardlaw, who 
attended Highview College, was also 
there. She will receive $10,000 per 
annum for the term of her three year 
tertiary course. 

Ms Wardlaw told the Maryborough 
Advertiser that this will help her excel 

in her Bachelor Degree and hopefully 
pursue honours in the area of DNA 
research and cancer treatment at 
Federation University. 

“When I was called and told I had 
been chosen as a successful applicant 
for the tertiary scholarship I was 
speechless, overjoyed and of course 
immensely grateful.

“This scholarship means that I can 
focus on my degree without any 
financial burdens.”

We thank all applicants for their 
interest in the scholarships and wish 
them continued success with their 
academic and professional goals. 

Freemasons Foundation Victoria  
presents Scholarships to 101 students

"I was speechless, 
overjoyed and of course 
immensely grateful"

“This scholarship means 
that I can focus on my 
degree without any financial 
burdens.”

Freemasons Foundation Victoria Scholarships
Freemasons Foundation Victoria is committed to 
supporting the youth of Victoria. A major initiative is 
our annual Scholarships for Tertiary and Secondary 
students. 

Each year the Foundation distributes over $400,000 in 
Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries to students. 

Applications for 2023 scholarships open on 1 
December 2022.

Applicants will be notified of the outcome before 
the end of March 2023 and if you are successful the 
payment will be made in May 2023.

Family association with Freemasonry is not a criterion 
for a Scholarship or Award.

For more information, contact our Executive Officer on  
(03) 8535 4780 or enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org

www.freemasonsfoundation.org

Rodney Lavin JP with group of Scholarship recipients.
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FREEMASONS FOUNDATION

Out and About  

w i t h  C o m m u n i t y  G r a n t s  r e c i p i e n t s

FFV visited with the team at Life Education Victoria to meet 
Harold, the giraffe at the centre of their engaging schools 
program. FFV supported the purchase of six Healthy Harold 
suits and costs of employing people to bring the learning 
experience and life-sized mascot to over 300 Victorian 
schools in 2022 (and bring smiles and laughter too!)

Rodney Lavin JP and Deputy Chairman, Philip Mayers 
AM visited the Big Group Hug (BGH) organisation at their 
Bundoora Warehouse to see the new van funded through 
the Community Grants program. The van, which is BGH’s 
second, will help with the delivery of items to youth in 
need and the collection of pre-loved goods from wonderful 
donors. “Thanks to some amazing grants like this one, we 
are able to swiftly respond to the needs of more vulnerable 
and disadvantaged children and families across Victoria.”

It’s that time again! FFV’s annual Community Grants 
program opened for applications on 1 July. We’ve been 

busy visiting 2022 Community Grant recipients and hearing 
about their achievements and the impact of FFV funding. 
FFV has funded a wide array of organisations doing 
important and inspiring work in the community, and we 
can’t wait to hear from applicants in our next round.

With the team at Mums Supporting Families in Need Inc 
(MSFIN), a group that works in partnership with welfare 
and community support agencies, assisting around 500 
people a month with material aid and food. A $30,000 FFV 
Community grant supported MSFIN to provide "Hampers of 
Hope" - everyday household essentials required to start life 
again - to families who are fleeing necessitous and violent 
circumstances. 

Quick guide to Community Grants
ACNC registered organisations are invited to apply for 
grants between $5,000 and $50,000 from our Annual 
Community Grants program. Applications can be made 
online. Programs and Initiatives funded must be in one of 
the following areas: 

• Health and Medical Research
• Community Development
• Education
• Indigenous Programs
• Arts

FFV toured Fitted For Work in Richmond, to find out more 
about their work. FFV provided funding for their ‘Women’s 
Economic Empowerment program’ which has supported 
200 Victorian women with a tailored job-readiness services 
while they are on their journey into work and towards 
economic security.

For more information, contact our Executive Officer on  
0498 002 893 or enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org

www.freemasonsfoundation.org
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In June 2016, Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria announced funding of 

$750,000, to be distributed over three 
years, to Australian Prostate Cancer 
Research.

This was a landmark in Masonic 
benevolence – never before had 
Victorian Freemasonry made such a 
substantial multi-year commitment to 
men’s health.

But it was an important one! Prostate 
cancer is a long neglected area in 
men’s health. It is a little known and 
little publicised fact that more men 
in Australia die each year of prostate 
cancer than women with breast 
cancer. The startling reality is that one 
in six men in Australia are diagnosed 
with prostate cancer, and 10% of 
those will die from the disease.

However, thanks to dramatic 
improvements in testing and 
treatment, the chance of surviving 
beyond five years is now 95%.

Recently, representatives from FFV 
had the opportunity to get an update, 
in person, on the impacts of the 
funding.

The Australian Prostate Centre (APC) 
offers world class prostate cancer care, 
with two very important priorities: 
firstly, that care is available, regardless 
of insurance status. APC is Australia’s 
first public healthcare facility 
dedicated to the comprehensive 
treatment of men and their families 
affected by prostate cancer. And 

secondly, that it operates as a one-
stop-shop to diagnose, treat and offer 
all the ancillary back up required to 
treat prostate cancer. Having the 
one setting for all services patients 
may require help to reduce the 
mental anxiety that can accompany 
a diagnosis, and reduces delays 
involved in scheduling tests, receiving 
results, and scheduling follow-up 
appointments. Even post-operative 
care tends to happen across 
numerous locations and with different 
practitioners. 

In contrast, the Day Procedure 
Centre at APC coordinates care every 
step along the way, beginning with 
an appointment with an in-house 
general practitioner. APC can even 
arrange accommodation for country 
patients and their families.

FFV funding meant a large increase 
to the diagnostic equipment available 
for diagnosis and treatment of 
prostate cancer at the APCR’s North 
Melbourne centre. The grant enabled 
APC to deliver diagnosis, treatment 
and support for 25,000 Victorian 
men who have no health insurance, 
at a custom-designed Freemasons 
outpatient procedure wing that 
avoids long wait times and admission 
to hospital. Moreover, they can offer 
essential supportive care to men 
and their families including allied 
health and psychological support in 
the same setting. The FFV funding 
was leveraged, helping APC to gain 
additional funding to their genetic 
research program.

Australian Prostate Cancer Research
FUNDING IMPACT SIX YEARS ON

"never before had Victorian 
Freemasonry made such 
a substantial multi-year 
commitment to men’s health"

"We are extremely grateful 
of the support of Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria Limited"
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The partnerships also raised 
awareness of prostate cancer among 
Freemasons and the wider public 
with men’s health check promotions 
that included Lodge visits and 
presentations, a series of living well 
short videos, health sections in 
Freemasons Victoria Journals and a 
campaign bus! 

“More than 25,000 men and their 
families have visited the APC clinic, 
many whom are under-insured and 
disadvantaged by the public health 
system.

Your generous contributions over the 
past three years have kept us moving 
forward and achieving significant and 
positive impact on the lives of many 
Australian men and their families.

We are extremely grateful of the 
support of Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria Limited.”

Michael Andrew AO, Chair, APC

Prostate Cancer Symtoms 

Causes of prostate cancer 

Early prostate cancer usually does not cause symptoms.

Advanced prostate cancer symptoms can include:

• frequent urination
• pain while urinating
• blood in the urine or semen
• a weak stream
• pain in the back or pelvis
• weak legs or feet.

More widespread disease often spreads to the bones and causes pain or 
unexplained weight loss and fatigue.

Some factors that can increase your risk of prostate cancer include:

• age, increasing rapidly after 50 years of age
• family history of prostate, breast or ovarian cancer, especially BRCA1 

and BRCA2 gene mutations
• a father or brother diagnosed with prostate cancer before the age of 

60.

There is an association with high testosterone levels. 

Information from the Cancer CouncilInformation from the Cancer Australia.

18,110
new cases of prostate cancer 
diagnosed in Australia in 2021.

1 in 6
men are diagnosed with 

prostate cancer by age of 85.

63%
of men diagnosed with 

prostate cancer aged over 65.

95%
5 year survival rate.
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It 's good to be back!The former Taskforce Executive Committee has now been 
restructured as a Volunteer Action Team (VAT). The role of 
the Taskforce VAT is to oversee events and activities on a 
metropolitan, regional and state-wide significance.

What does the Freemasons Victoria Taskforce do?
As “The Hand of Freemasonry”, the Freemasons Victoria Taskforce has a key role in providing community and charity 
support through various projects and is also available to assist with the conduct of Freemasons Victoria events.

All Freemasons who participate in a community support project with their fellow Brethren are Freemasons Victoria 
Taskforce members, whether it is with their Lodge, District or as part of a Freemasons Victoria State-wide project.

Taskforce members gain pride and satisfaction working on community projects. Through working together, members 
develop great camaraderie and respect for each other all while promoting the public image of Freemasonry.

Taskforce projects generally require hands-on, practical work. Working together on needed practical tasks, with 
Brethren, family and friends, provides physical and mental wellbeing through exercise and a feeling of accomplishment.

The FV Taskforce is now chaired by WBro. Bernard Henry PJGW.

It’s good to be back!
After almost two years of being unable to meet or 
participate in community projects due to COVID, it is nice 
to be able to regroup and start planning for our future. 

Moving into the future it is hoped that each District 
Coordinator will appoint a District Taskforce 
Representative and each Lodge will appoint a Taskforce 
Officer. That will enable our VAT to keep all members 
updated on a regular basis of current, proposed and 
completed activities via a Lodge report given at the 
Second time of Rising. 

It is also intended to create a register of District Taskforce 
Representatives with their contact details so that when 
assistance is required, appropriate members can be 
reached. 

In Memoriam 
It is with sadness that two of our longest serving 
Taskforce Executive members and Past Chairmen have 
passed to the Grand Lodge above over the last two years. 

RWBro. Merv Dyer PJGW OS & Bro. Gary Edwards OAM 
PGTyler.

Both were committed Freemasons who were admired 
for their deep involvement on the community side of the 
Craft for many decades. Their passing has reverberated 
throughout Victorian Freemasonry and beyond.

Grampians Bushfire Recovery 2006

Black Saturday Bushfire Recovery 2009

Re-vegetation at Kinglake post Bushfire 2012

Ring Pull Recycling Initiative
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It 's good to be back!
You can access  
the store from the 
Freemasons Victoria 
website under the 
'Members' tab once you 
are logged in. (It cannot 
be found simply by 
searching the web but 
you can bookmark  
the page.)

ONLINE STORE NOW OPEN!

Where a Secretary wants to place an order to be billed to the 
Lodge, they can either process the payment directly through the 
system using Credit Card or request an invoice via the office.

Items will be shipped via standard post only and will typically be 
$10 or $20 depending on the size of the order.

Items can be picked up from East Melbourne during business 
hours (select this option instead of shipping at checkout).

All orders will be cross-referenced with the membership 
database prior to being shipped/made available for pick up.

Service Pins and Jewels (25, 40, 50 +) should still be ordered via 
the office.

The new Freemasons Victoria Online Store has been launched and 
orders are already flowing through.

This will be the primary place 
to order the following (but not 
limited to):

• General merchandise – gloves, 
pins, ties etc.

• VSLs & other Masonic books

• Constitutions, workings 
(folders & inserts) and ritual 
books

• Pre-loved regalia (aprons, 
collars, jewels etc.) – coming 
soon

Important!
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North-West District

Local community groups were 
given insight into how Freemasons 

Foundation Victoria (FFV) can assist 
them financially. Members of Cohuna 
Lodge No. 227 hosted a luncheon 
for district community groups and 
organisations on Thursday 24 March at 
the Masonic Centre.

FFV executive officer Neil Cripps 
and deputy chair Philip Mayers AM 
were in attendance to outline the 
Foundation’s history and how the 
wider community can benefit.

Mr Cripps said “there are opportunities 
for charities, community groups 
and individuals to benefit from 
Freemasons Foundation. Any DGR 
registered charity can apply directly 
via the Foundation’s website, while 
any other charity and community 
groups can liaise with Cohuna Lodge.”

In addition to the grants, the Lodge 
provides education support to 
secondary and first year tertiary 
students. The Education Scholarship 
Program is open to every Victorian 
student and applications can be 
made directly to the Foundation via its 
website.

Since 2014, the Foundation has 
provided 2,200 grants worth over $12.7 
million.

Cohuna Lodge Director of Ceremonies 
and District Coordinator RWBro. 
Russell Sincock and Engagement 
Officer Bro. Mark Arians organised the 
luncheon.

They want to show the community 
that the Lodge can help. “We want 
to build stronger ties with the local 
community and make everyone aware 
of what we can do. It will help us do 
our charity work if we’ve got links with 
these community groups.”

South-West District

With lockdowns and restrictions 
hopefully becoming a thing of 

the past, Lodges are well and truly 
back in action. Many prospective 
members patiently waited for 
Lodges to reopen, and the number 
one priority was to admit these new 
members to our wonderful fraternity.

While the early rush of initiations is 
now complete, Lodges continue to 
find good men who are interested in 
becoming Freemasons.  

The last couple of months have 

become the Season for Installations 
for most of the Lodges in the South-
West and there are more to come. 

MAP programs for new initiates 
have been completed and Lodges 
are gearing up for a spate of Second 
Degree Ceremonies over the coming 
months. There are a couple of long-
suffering Fellowcrafts whose progress 
in the Craft has been thwarted by 
restrictions and they are looking 
forward with anticipation to being 
raised to the Sublime Degree of a 
Master Mason in the very near future.

Some Lodges are struggling to 
find Brethren to deliver charges for 
ceremonies, but it is pleasing to see 
members from neighbouring Lodges 
stepping up to fill the gaps. This is the 
epitome of Freemasonry, good men 
supporting each other!

MAP 1 at Timboon Lodge

Loddon District

VWBro. Ken Calder helped organise 
a Masonic Street Parade, at the 

Maldon Easter Parade and Fair where 
Brethren from near and far gathered.

Brethren intended to march, proudly 
displaying full regalia of various 
Degrees. 

On the day, Brethren gathered and 
dressed in their regalia, ready to take 
the long walk, but unfortunately the 
rain persisted. The parade went ahead, 
but without Freemasons marching; it 
was simply too wet. However, after the 
rain, the concept of the annual parade 
came into view. 

Later, Brethren gathered in the Lodge 
Room, where there were talks from 
RWBro. Bill Jones, GM Mark, WBro. 
Les Roberts, Southern Cross Lodge, 
and WBro. Art Lynch, Corinella Mark 
Lodge, who spoke about the stone 
wall and the landscaping project to 
invigorate the image of Freemasonry 
in the District.

The stone wall, built in the angle of 

the square, is 9m x 6m and 0.9m high. 
There are still several stones available 
for a $100 investment where names 
will be identified on an honour board 
near the entrance. 

Following the warm, dry, and 
entertaining proceedings in the Lodge 
Room, Brethren adjourned to the 
South where a sumptuous BBQ was 
enjoyed. 

A raffle was conducted to help affray 
some expenses – Ken donated a rather 
special Freemasons clock which is 
beautifully engraved. 

While the weather dampened their 
spirits a little, Brethren made the most 
of it. The occasion also set the format 
for an annual parade, which was 
supported by all.

District 103 looks forward to seeing 
Brethren, family, and friends at next 
year’s Maldon Easter Parade and  
Fair.

 
Goulburn District

Saturday 30 July saw the birth of a 
new Lodge. Goulburn Valley Lodge 

of St George No. 73 and Mooroopna 
Lodge No 131 amalgamated to form 
the new Shepparton-Mooroopna 
Lodge.

The Team was pleased to present their 
new warrant and Install their new 
Master, WBro. Pantelis Kopelias.

After the Investiture of Officers, 
RWBro. Anthony Bucca DGM opened 
the doors to more than 40 visitors so 
they could see the conferral of the 
Grand Master’s Order of Service to 
WBro. Wallace, and a promotion to 
PGStdB to WBro. Tiny Harrison.

WBro. Tiny was instrumental in 
facilitating this amalgamation.

The South was one of the best the 
Team had been involved in. The 
Lodge provided entertainment which 
had everyone singing and dancing 
together. WBro. Pantelis is of Greek 
background, and so the night ended 
with a lively Zorba.

District Stories
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Gippsland East District

Freemasonry is based on 
philanthropic tenants and every 

Lodge has the opportunity to assist 
their local community. This not only 
raises the profile of Freemasonry but 
also the individual Lodges in each 
District.

In District 105, Lodges have been flying 
the Freemason flag high, especially 
over the last six years. Over $310,000 
has been donated to charitable 
causes. Donations have been 
delivered to Lakes Entrance Complete 
Health, Bairnsdale Regional Health 
(Hospital) and Ambulance Society 
among others.

For schools between Sale and 
Mallacoota, bursaries and scholarships 
were given to assist students that 
have shown improvement during 
the year. Donations to Brethren and 
families that are suffering due to flood, 
drought or fire were also cared for.

Some of the donations include height 
adjustable beds for a medical clinic, 
a new bus for a small primary school, 
funding a ‘Mums & Active Bubs’ play 
and wellbeing group and a ‘Sun 
Shade for Nippers’ at a local surf club, 
sending students on the Kokoda 
Track through the Authur Grassby 
Scholarship and training items for 
the Local Ambulance depot all while 
assisting Brethren who may need 
support.

Central Highlands District

District 106 has been prominent 
in the Ballarat and surrounding 

community for many years. 

The District has enjoyed success from 
informing the public of Freemasonry 
particularly through works at the 
annual SpringFest in Ballarat, a 
Rotary Club project. District members 
help set up a tent as a Lodge Room, 
manned by several Brethren, 
which help give a first-hand visual 
experience of Freemasonry. 

Central Highlands members are now 
working on a new project. Working 
together with the City of Ballarat, 
Freemasons Victoria can soon help 
provide a safe environment for 

teenage girls to take part in self-
defence classes with an experienced 
facilitator. 

Ballarat does not have a facility 
dedicated to educating teenage girls 
about growing up in a world where 
a select few may wish to do them 
harm online, at school, at home or 
in their community. While the city 
boasts multiple martial arts schools 
which are competitive in nature, none 
focus specifically on the psychology 
and techniques that could help these 
teenage girls. 

Wise Self Defence have been chosen 
to facilitate the program with Fiona, a 
highly qualified self-defence instructor 
with more than 30 years experience. 
She is a Trainer in Neuro Linguistic 
Programming (success strategies 
through language, physiology, and 
story), Protective Behaviours, Mpower 
Girls and Revved Up Boys (resilience 
programs for students), Mind Matters, 
and many more programs.

Due to the sensitive nature of the 
program, and the individual attention 
each student would require, class 
sizes will cater for 10-15 students. 
Course material will be structured for 
girls aged 11-15, as will restrictions on 
participation.

The physical aspects of the course are 
designed for self-defence rather than 
competition, and classes will ideally 
run for two hours once a month. The 
Ballarat Masonic Centre would be an 
appropriate place for such classes to 
be held. 

 
 
Gippsland South/West 
District

Photos from the Korumburra 
Agricultural Show and Woolamai 

Race Day.  
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Bellarine Otway District

The second annual Rosebank 
Combine Road Race (Beeac) was 

held on 18 June in perfect cycling 
conditions with junior and senior 
participation. The race is facilitated 
by Colac Cycling Club and sponsored 
by Rosebank Lodge No. 348, who 
provided the prize money of $1,000. 
WBro. Anthony Quantrell organised 
the race and donated all trophies for 
placegetters.    

Bayside District

WBro. Harry Pontikis, the WM of 
The Brighton District Lodge No. 

37 and the founder of GML, often gets 
asked why he believes this project has 
been so successful and for so long. He 
puts it down to the following:

It helps Freemasons when they need 
help. Gardening is a significant part 
of people’s lives as they get older, 
and they tend to spend more time at 
home yet are unable to do the basics 
as their bodies fail them.

Gather my Lodge supports the 
widows of Freemasonry and reminds 
them why their husbands, fathers 
or uncles were Freemasons. Past 
generations rarely spoke about 
Freemasonry therefore their families 
never knew much about it. The GML 
crew personifies the core tenets of 
Freemasonry as they honour and help 
families in memory of those no longer 
with us. 

Working shoulder to shoulder with 

like-minded Freemasons for one hour 
every week reinforces the bonds of 
Brotherly Love and works to unite a 
Lodge. Getting to know brothers in 
such an environment is good for the 
soul. 

Children seeing their fathers and 
other Freemasons help strangers and 
the most vulnerable in the community 
teaches valuable life lessons to the 
young. It works to unite the children of 
Freemasons all while allowing them to 
create new friends and networks. 

WBro. Harry also discusses the 
benefit of creating a diversified 
and transformational management 
structure designed to empower 
Brethren to step up and help lead the 
direction and the operation of such 
activities. He and his Project Leads are 
working on helping interested Lodges 
and Districts set up their own GML 
Crews to help their own members, 
Masonic widows and the vulnerable 
within their communities.  

By focussing on those who are often 
forgotten within society, Freemasons 
live the values which help identify 
them as Freemasons; thus the reason 
for the ‘forget me not’ flower in the 
centre of the Square and Compasses.

If you, your Lodge or your District 
would like to learn more about Gather 
my Lodge, please contact WBro. Harry 
Pontikis or Bro. Kevin Richardson via 
the Brighton District Lodge website 
www.brightonfreemasons.com.au. South East Mornington 

District

United Service Lodge No. 330 
members raise money and donate 

to various charities annually and one 
of the charities chosen this year was 
Cystic Foundation Community Care.

Cystic fibrosis (CF) is not an acute 
illness - it is a relentless, lifelong 
genetically inherited condition 
that primarily affects the lungs and 
digestive system. There are over 720 
people living with CF in Victoria. 
However, CF does not just impact 
on those individuals, it also affects 
their families, friends, and support 
networks. From birth, a person with 
CF undergoes constant medical 
interventions and physiotherapy. 
While treatments have improved and 
life expectancy has doubled since 
1998, there is no cure.

Living with CF requires a high level of 
care and time-consuming treatments. 
Managing CF involves regular review 
and treatment at a specialist CF 
clinic, it also requires a daily self-care 
regime of airway clearance, exercise, 
nebulised and oral medications, 
enzyme replacement and vitamin and 
nutritional supplements to maintain 
optimal health.

$1,000 was raised by United Service 
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Lodge and an application for a further 
$4,000 was applied for, and granted, 
from Freemasons Foundation Victoria.

This money was presented to Cystic 
Fibrosis Community Care CEO Mr 
Andre Carvalho on Thursday 14 July 
2022 by the Treasurer of United 
Service Lodge WBro. LTCOL Alan 
Storen RFD, representing the Master 
WBro. Maj Geoff Lowe RFD, OMF, 
PGStdB, GLHer.

The donation will be used for the CF 
Breathe Easy program and will fund 
nebulisers or medication chambers 
to 21 children and adults living with 
CF in Victoria, who are experiencing 
financial hardship. 

Additional donations can be made to 
CFCC via their website.

 
WBro. MAJ Bruce "Stretch" Jarvis 
GTyler OMC who is also a Director 
of CFCC, Cindy Van Rooy Programs 
and Support Services Manager (VIC), 
Andre Carvalho CEO Cystic Fibrosis 
Community Care, WBro. LTCOL Alan 
Storen RFD Treasurer of USL330 
and WBro. LTCOL Rod Webster RFD 
Secretary. 

 
 
Monash Gully District

For the fourth time Monash Gully 
Freemasons helped with the Walk 

for Monash Children’s Hospital to raise 
much needed funds for the hospital. 

Under the leadership of Freemasons 
Victoria Taskforce Chair, RWBro. 
Bernard Henry, Freemasons from the 
Monash Gully District took on the role 
of Car Parking Marshals for the Walk 
for Monash Children’s Hospital that 
was held at Jells Park, Wheelers Hill on 
a chilly Sunday morning in mid-May. 

Every year Monash Children’s Hospital 
treats 100,000 children. They are here 
to ensure these children facing illness 
get the very best care they can. The 
Walk for Monash Children’s Hospital 
is a family day out designed to raise 
much-needed funds.

While volunteering is open to all 
Freemasons across the state, as 
the event is held in the ‘backyard’ 
of Monash Gully District, it is the 
Freemasons from Lodges such 
as Monash Lodge No. 938, Lodge 

Observance No. 654, Brae Dale Lodge 
No. 936, Lodge of Rapport No. 920 
and Lodge of the Golden Rule No. 
555 that have invariably come to the 
fore. Members assist with parking 
hundreds of cars to ensure that 
individuals and families are safely able 
participate in this event.    

In 2017, Freemasons Victoria donated 
$1.8 million to the new Monash 
Children’s Hospital, allowing surgical 
services to remain at the forefront 
of treatment and care. Following 
this financial contribution, in 2018, 
2019 and 2020, Monash Gully District 
Freemasons helped with this 
fundraiser walk by becoming Car 
Parking Marshals. This event was 
cancelled in 2021 due to COVID and 
Brethren are glad that they had the 
opportunity to assist again this year.

This great cause has become an 
annual fixture for the Monash Gully 
District.

 
 

Maroondah District

SEAVIC Lodge No. 8 had a fantastic 
meeting in July, hosting a series 

of events in one evening, celebrating 
RWBro. Barry Brooks’ last night in 
the chair as Worshipful Master of the 
Lodge.

1. Bro. Ganesh Palaniappan was 
obligated as Master-Elect.

2. Bro. Gerard Rajendra and Bro. 
Theva Thevakumar were both 
Passed to the Third Degree. 

3. A stirring address was given 
to the new Master Masons by 
Brother Barry.

4. More entertainment, laughter, 
and banter from RWBro. Barry in 
the South.

When Brethren enjoy meeting and 
have fun in the South, they truly know 
what Freemasonry is about.

"At Seavic Lodge we don’t just greet 
you with a hand shake we embrace 
you with a fraternal hug."

 
 
Northern District

Photos from the Re-Enactment of 
the Consecration of the Gisborne 

Lodge that originally took place 
in 1922. The Grand Lodge Team, 
including MWBro. Richard Elkington, 
RWBro. Anthony Bucca and RWBro. 
Myles King, joined with local members 
at Gisborne. 
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If you were charged with being a 
Freemason would there be enough 

evidence to convict you? What a 
question. What might the Grand 
Registrar think of a Grand Chaplain 
indulging in matters legal? Will 
he reciprocate by engaging in an 
ecclesiastical debate?

Remember back to when you were 
made a Freemason? The first question 
of any significance, one to test you as 
a person, simply said, “In whom do you 
put your trust?” No-one ever falters 
when they are prompted to reply, “In 
God” and so the ceremony proceeds. 
During the Initiation Ceremony we are 
all inspired by that stirring quote from 
the Volume of the Sacred Law, “Put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground.”

For each of us there can be no 
doubt that as Freemasons we are 
committed to a faith, that spirituality 
is a characteristic of our ceremonies 
and that there are numerous 
references throughout the ritual to 
the spiritual nature of our Masonic 
journey. At every step along the way, 
be it Initiation, Installation or even 
Installation of the Grand Master no 
step is complete without a prayer 
to the Great Architect seeking his 
blessing, protection and guidance for 
he who is about to take another step 
on their Masonic journey. There can be 
no excuse for anyone to doubt that we 
are assembled in God’s name in a holy 
place for the conduct of reverential 
business but neither can there be any 
suggestion that we are worshipping a 
deity, observing religious practices or 
espousing religious dogma.

So, if charged with being a Freemason, 
what evidence is there that you are 
faithful, spiritual and deferential to 
the Great Architect of the Universe? 
Don’t tell me about how you practise 
your faith because that is not on trial. 
Tell me, instead, how your Masonic 
teachings and activities demonstrate 
that your Masonic membership is 
grounded in a faith.

We are all familiar with the cliché that 
“Freemasonry’s three great pillars 
are brotherly love, relief and truth.” 
Some could go further and speak of 
the three scriptural attributes of faith, 
hope and charity but how easily do 
most people recall that “Freemasonry 
is based upon the brotherhood of 
man and the fatherhood of God”? 

The spiritual basis of our membership 
makes Freemasonry unique in our 
increasingly secular society but I 
would suggest that too few of our 
members know what that entails 
let alone demonstrate it to any 
substantial degree.

In 1963 the Rev’d Martin Luther King 
delivered his celebrated speech, 
“I Have a Dream.” That speech 
addressed the rampant coloured 
discrimination that prevailed in the 
USA at that time but he expressed 
concepts that are pertinent to 
Freemasonry today as much as they 
did 60 years ago.

“In the process of gaining our 
rightful place, we must not be guilty 
of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek 
to satisfy our thirst for freedom by 
drinking from the cup of bitterness 
and hatred. We must forever conduct 
our struggle on the high plane of 
dignity and discipline.”

Our society faced many challenges 
during the period of deprivation 
enforced upon us by the COVID-19 
pandemic. I use the word “deprivation” 
deliberately and intentionally. We were 
deprived of freedom of movement, 
freedom of association and freedom 
of choice in many areas. That gave 
way to multiple expressions of anger, 
civil disobedience, and community 
chaos. Freemasonry was not immune 
to those challenges, and they fuelled 
elements of unrest which were in 
foment irrespective of the pandemic. 
The pain, suffering and distrust that 
followed will take ages to repair, if ever.

In that context Martin Luther King’s 
words resonate most aptly “we must 
not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let 
us not seek to satisfy our thirst for 
freedom by drinking from the cup 
of bitterness and hatred. We must 
forever conduct our struggle on the 
high plane of dignity and discipline.”

If the tenets of Freemasonry that are 
grounded in faith and spirituality had 
been applied during those periods 
of duress then the pain, division and 
isolation we experienced may never 
have occurred or at least to the degree 
they did.

So, what are the spiritual 
characteristics of Freemasonry that 
might lead to us being found guilty 
as charged? Allow me to list just a few 
that most of us might easily display:

1. Willing submission to authority 
and acquiescence to the will of 
our leaders,

2. Tolerance of difference and 
opposing views,

3. Promotion of harmony,
4. Active avoidance of discord,
5. Temperate behaviour, language 

and idealism,
6. Preservation of dignity for all 

members,
7. Acknowledgement of a Divine 

authority by thought, word and 
deed,

8. Promotion of justice, equality 
and elimination of social 
disadvantage,

9. Preservation of the environment,
10. Maintenance of the Masonic 

environment with reverence, 
sanctity and peace.

Brethren, in the Volume of the Sacred 
Law that pertains to my faith I can 
find many references to each of 
these attributes. In our Craft ritual 
I can find numerous references of 
similar ilk. One does not have to be 
learned in theology or Freemasonry 
to make these discoveries. There is 
no need to explore the higher Orders 
of Freemasonry to uphold these 
principles; they are revealed to each 
of us in Craft Masonry although they 
may be demonstrated with greater 
impact in other Orders.

Brethren, the secrets of Freemasonry 
are revealed to us as we are brought 
to the light. They are deliberately 
withheld from the profane because 
they are meaningless out of context.

MWBro. Ray Denslow, Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in 1931 
wrote: “… the cathedrals of all nations 
mark the skill of my hands. I strive for 
beauty and for symmetry. In my heart 
is wisdom and strength and courage 
for those who ask… I am Freemasonry.”

There is ample evidence of 
Freemasonry throughout the 
community without the need for a 
dedicated search. There is insufficient 
evidence that Freemasons can be 
found in every community, in every 
walk of life and wherever the destitute, 
the grieved and those in pain are 
in need. Ask yourself, personally 
and privately, where you stand. Do 
you stand on holy ground, are you 
the recipient of spiritual light? The 
answers you provide will determine 
whether or not you are found guilty 
when charged.

Innocent  
or Guilty?
Oration by RWBro. John Glover RFD, PDGM, GChap at the 
June 2022 Quarterly Communication of Grand Lodge
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Message from MWBro. Richard Elkington OAM

MWBro. Richard Elkington
Immediate Past Grand Master 

United Grand Lodge of Victoria

Freemasonry teaches many life 
lessons. Our First Degree ritual 

guides us from darkness to light.

Subsequent degrees and Other 
Orders instruct us how we can best 
approach the numerous challenges of 
life ... and death.

In Victoria, we have a vigorous 
education process, not only through 
our Ritual and Ceremonial, but 
also through many extra-curricular 
activities.

These activities underscore 
Freemasons Victoria as an educational 
institution, teaching good men how to 
be better men.

 
One Brother equates the progress 
from Entered Apprentice to 
Worshipful Master as a seven-year 
Master of Business Administration.

As we all know, the lessons of Masonry 
do not conclude when we become 
a Past Master. There are myriad 
opportunities to mentor and to lead.

One dictionary defines the adjective 
'past' as "gone by in time and no 
longer existing". That is perhaps a little 
extreme. Soon, I will become a Past 
Grand Master, and I will make way for 
others to shine in their unique ways.

In the meantime, I remain committed 
to offering every ounce of my energy 
to find ways for every Mason to be at 
their best.

There are many opportunities for 
Masons to lead, and I congratulate 
RWBro. Peter Henshall on his election 
as the next Deputy Grand Master.

Around the State, after the 
pandemic, we are fast approaching a 
concentrated season of installations, 
where Brethren will have the 
opportunity to take new leadership 
roles in their own Lodges.

These opportunities also extend 
to Districts, Volunteer Teams and 
through Grand Lodge. As a worldwide 
fraternity, the occasions to serve have 
no boundaries.

It reminds all of us that as we each 
evolve on our Masonic journey, there 
comes a time to encourage our 
younger, newer members to have 
their time in the spotlight.

Ecclesiastes - which plays such an 
important part in our rituals - tells us 
that for everything there is a season. 
According to tradition the book was 
written by King Solomon in his old 
age.

Each of us has the opportunity to sit in 
the chair of Solomon, and to become 
masters of our own destiny.

Freemasonry is not a competition with 
others. Instead, it is a system which 
allows each of us to grow, and not at 
the expense of others. 

The average age of Freemasons 
Victoria members is dropping, which 
means that we are attracting many 
younger men, many of whom have 
different ambitions and aspirations 
from our older members.

Whilst we accept the landmark 
that no man can innovate with 
Freemasonry's core values, we can 
always look at how best to deliver and 
improve what our Craft has to offer.

We can celebrate our Craft, as have a 
younger cohort of members with the 
Victorian Freemasons Convention. I 

congratulate them on their success.

Around Victoria, Freemasons of all 
ages are achieving their best in so 
many endeavours, whether it be with 
Lodge Room work, fellowship, charity, 
or community service.

The months ahead are full of 
transition, including voting on 
our Constitution, so we have an 
organisation that is fit and able for the 
rest of the 21st century.

We can all be proud of the wonderful 
Masonic teamwork that is involved in 
the outstanding achievements in play 
every day.

Thank you for the honour that you 
gave me in being one of the 7,400 
good men who each play their roles in 
our great joint endeavours.

“it is a system which allows 
each of us to grow”

“offering every ounce of my 
energy to find ways for every 
Mason to be at their best”

“Around Victoria, 
Freemasons of all ages are 
achieving their best in so 
many endeavours”
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Bro. Alastair Churchill The Lilydale Lodge 108
Bro. Aleksandar Birtasevic Footscray St. John's Lodge 71
Bro. Alexander 
Khodakovski

United Schools' Lodge 941

Bro. Alexander Mark The Sir Dallas Brooks Daylight 
Lodge

888

Bro. Aidan Laird The Lodge of Evolution 931
Bro. Amogh Chakravarthy Canterbury Lodge 312
Bro. Andre Lam-Hing Lodge Liberation 674
Bro. Andrew Excell Zetland Lodge 25
Bro. Andrew Green Lodge Amicus 928
Bro. Andrew McQuillan Moorabbin Lodge 161
Bro. Andrew West Sunbury Lodge 854
Bro. Angelo Siciligno Cobram Lodge 282
Bro. Benjamin Walsh Geelong Lodge of Unity and 

Prudence
5

Bro. Bentarage 
Karunaratne

Gardenvale Mobility Lodge 243

Bro. Bian Jingxun Lodge of Good Companions 647
Bro. Brady Everett United Schools' Lodge 941
Bro. Carlos Rozo Ortiz Middle Park Lodge 206
Bro. Christian Warda Weston Street United Lodge 94
Bro. Christopher Harvey Mildura Lodge 170
Bro. Christopher Bart Williamstown Lodge 16
Bro. Clint Facey Mount Scopus and Collegians' 

Lodge
689

Bro. Colin Millar Peace and Loyalty Lodge 261
Bro. Cyrus Mil Lord Carrington Lodge 111
Bro. Damiano Gestri Garibaldi Lodge 890
Bro. Darryl Mauger Star of the East Lodge 116
Bro. David Kuehn Mount Scopus and Collegians' 

Lodge
689

Bro. David Makris Lodge of Good Companions 647
Bro. David Milne Walhalla Lodge 69
Bro. David Rodgers Morwell Lodge 202
Bro. Dion Auerbach Antient York Lodge 80
Bro. Douglas Crellin Fairfield Lodge 254
Bro. Drew Harrison Kensington Lodge 77
Bro. Ethan Walker Ivanhoe Grammarians Lodge 584
Bro. Florian Ramniceanu Garibaldi Lodge 890
Bro. Girish Punj Lodge Amalthea 914
Bro. Girolamo Scarmozzino Admiral Collingwood Lodge 13
Bro. Gwynn Earl Admiral Collingwood Lodge 13
Bro. Georgios Kotzageridis Moorabbin Lodge 161
Bro. Hamed 
Amirniroomand

Moorabbin Lodge 161

Bro. Hayden Kerr Southern Cross Lodge 24
Bro. Humza Mantoo Weston Street United Lodge 94
Bro. Ignacio Jr Bertos Cohuna Lodge 227
Bro. James North Williamstown Lodge 16
Bro. Jarrad Dariol Gisborne Lodge 298
Bro. Jarrod McCulkin Yarra Glen Lodge 762
Bro. Jason Haslem Fairfield Lodge 254
Bro. Jimson Babangha Timboon Lodge 821
Bro. Jing Li Sunbury Lodge 854
Bro. Joel Bilo Henty Lodge 279
Bro. Joenick Coma Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 10
Bro. Joey Garcia Lord Carrington Lodge 111
Bro. Joey Gicoso Lord Carrington Lodge 111
Bro. John Lakandula Golden and Corinthian Lodge 7

Bro. Jonathan Tregambe Duke of Abercorn Lodge 137
Bro. Jorge Garcia Salgueiro Lodge Devotion 723
Bro. Joseph Tucker Fairfield Lodge 254
Bro. Joshua Smith Keysborough Lodge 912
Bro. Justin Reed Seymour Lodge 87
Bro. Kenny Ong Lord Carrington Lodge 111
Bro. Khoshnam Makvandi Moorabbin Lodge 161
Bro. Lachlan Anderson North Melbourne Lodge 41
Bro. Louis Van Zyl Smit Fairfield Lodge 254
Bro. Lucas Allan Swan Hill Lodge 919
Bro. Mario Mete Cobram Lodge 282
Bro. Mario Rizzo Weston Street United Lodge 94
Bro. Marion Pascua Antient York Lodge 80
Bro. Maron Karlos Lodge Amicus 928
Bro. Matthew Azzopardi Glenroy Lodge 748
Bro. Manu Thomas Gisborne Lodge 298
Bro. Michael Carolino Lord Carrington Lodge 111
Bro. Muhammad Pavel Gippsland Lodge 51
Bro. Murat Cebeci Lodge Devotion 723
Bro. Nareshkumar Raja The Lodge of Evolution 931
Bro. Nathan Kenney Admiral Collingwood Lodge 13
Bro. Nicholas O'Brien Lord Northcote Lodge 191
Bro. Nicholas Cole Leura Lodge 50
Bro. Nicholas Stojanovski Kensington Lodge 77
Bro. Nikola Segedi Garibaldi Lodge 890
Bro. Patrick D'Áunou Mansfield Lodge 158
Bro. Patrick Walsh Brae Dale Lodge 936
Bro. Paul Galve Lord Carrington Lodge 111
Bro. Paul Hedjes Weston Street United Lodge 94
Bro. Peter Mason Moorabbin Lodge 161
Bro. Rakesh Seeboruth Antient York Lodge 80
Bro. Rainier Alfaraz Timboon Lodge 821
Bro. Reuben Childs Eureka Daylight Lodge 881
Bro. Robert Ozzimo Garibaldi Lodge 890
Bro. Robin Wilkinson Kensington Lodge 77
Bro. Rocco Minicozzi Seavic Lodge 8
Bro. Rod Navoa The Derrimut Daylight Lodge 905
Bro. Sadi Vural The Brighton District Lodge 37
Bro. Sagar Sethi Gardenvale Mobility Lodge 243
Bro. Sankha Kendaragama The Mordialloc Lodge of Charity 258
Bro. Scott McHugh Southern Cross Lodge 24
Bro. Sean Harris Lodge Fraternal 603
Bro. Simon Kupsch Trentham Lodge 130
Bro. Sherwin Malenab Huon Daylight Lodge 874
Bro. Stephen Bailey Argyle Lodge 105
Bro. Stephen Mitchell Lodge of Honour 799
Bro. Surrendra Raj Sandringham District Lodge 220
Bro. Syed Kazimi Middle Park Lodge 206
Bro. Tayler Hocking Cobram Lodge 282
Bro. Teck Sing Ang University Lodge 171
Bro. Timothy Gilderdale Old Scotch Collegians' Lodge 396
Bro. Tirdad Armin Moorabbin Lodge 161
Bro. Todd Little Ivanhoe Grammarians Lodge 584
Bro. Trung Celis Whittlesea Lodge 256
Bro. Tyler Thomas Koo-Wee-Rup Lodge 323
Bro. Quentin Derrick The Earl of Dunmore Lodge 1686
Bro. Zavier Magill-Izzard Duke of Abercorn Lodge 137

WELCOMENEW MEMBERS
JANUARY - JUNE 2022
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THE PORCHWAY

Message from the Grand Secretary 

RWBro. Bruce Cowie 
Grand Secretary 

United Grand Lodge of Victoria

Unfortunately, COVID-19 is still with 
us, and for the foreseeable future 

we must be vigilant. 

Freemasonry is to each of us 
something different, something 
important and the reasons why we 
joined this fantastic organisation 
are many and varied, however we 
can agree that looking after each 
other is a priority and I urge you all 
to be conscious of the impact of your 
actions on each other.

We have demonstrated how 
Freemasonry can continue to prosper 
in the face of a mounting health crisis. 
The lessons from the last three years 
have been immense but we have 
demonstrated we can adapt and 
survive.

How do we move forward during 
times of uncertainty? Focusing on 
what is important and making our 
Lodge meetings a place where good 
men want to be. It is easy these days 
to stay home in the warmth, instead of 
venturing out and spending time with 

valued friends. So, we need to ensure 
Lodge meetings are attractive and 
welcoming. 

There are so many options that 
Lodges can consider, to try something 
different. For example, some Lodges 
have opted to eat the main meal 
before the Lodge meeting and then 
have some drinks and finger food 
after the meeting. From a health point 
of view this a positive idea as you are 
not eating a main meal late at night. It 
is certainly not against any rule in the 
Book of Constitutions and provides an 
alternative approach. What about the 
program of activities for the year, is it 
many and varied or the same thing 
each month?

 
Another idea mentioned previously is 
to use Zoom for committee meetings 
or for catching up with members who 
for whatever reason cannot attend 
Lodge.

On a related theme, the elimination of 
unnecessary rules and regulations is 
an ongoing focus.

An important part of this theme is the 
Notice of Motion, given at the June 
Communication that will repeal rules 
178 and 239. This change will enable 
candidates to be progressed through 
the degrees and into office at a pace 
that is consistent with the needs of 
the candidate.

This enables the Lodge to progress 
the candidate as it sees fit without 
arbitrary rules impeding progress. 
Please use your voice by voting at the 
upcoming Quarterly.

Brethren, it is in all our hands to make 
Freemasonry a place where good men 
want to be.

“be conscious of the impact 
of your actions on each 
other”

“make Freemasonry a place 
where good men want to be”

“we need to ensure Lodge 
meetings are attractive and 
welcoming”

Honouring an invitation to visit 
Eureka Daylight Lodge, MWBro. 

Richard Elkington OAM visited the 
Lodge on 20 June 2022 and witnessed 
Bro. Ashley Quiddington being raised 
to the Sublime degree of a Master 
Mason. The Lodge thanked the Grand 
Master for taking the time out of 
his busy schedule to visiting them 
on this special day for Bro. Ashley 
Quinnington.

 
Bro. Ron Holmes, Lodge Treasurer, 
who is Bro. Ashley’s grandfather, and 
MWBro. Richard Elkington.

GM visits Eureka 
Daylight
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50 Years

60 Years

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N SService Awards
RWBro. David Ash The King David Lodge 460
RWBro. Donald Nicolls Moyhu Valley Lodge 749
RWBro. Francis Whiteside Leura Lodge 50
RWBro. Laurence Patterson Henty Lodge 279
RWBro. Leslie Burke Euroa Vega Lodge 185
RWBro. Neville Harris Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187
RWBro. Richard Burman OAM Old Melburians' Lodge 317
RWBro. Warren Gilbert Blackburn United Lodge 915
RWBro. William Turner Dandenong Lodge 635
VWBro. Edward Manuel Fairfield Lodge 254
VWBro. Ian  Buntin Sir John Quick Lodge 933
VWBro. Ivan Williams Allara Lodge 855
VWBro. Roger Allen McDonald Point Nepean Lodge 371
VWBro. William Jenkins Gippsland Lakes Lodge 715
WBro. Alan Booth Lodge of Rapport 920
WBro. Brian Makin Whittlesea Lodge 256
WBro. Edward Sloan Lodge Eshcol 785
WBro. Eric Hergt Gardenvale Mobility Lodge 243
WBro. Graeme Millar Gisborne Lodge 278
WBro. Graeme Hamilton Lodge of Concentration 753
WBro. Ian Brown Maroondah Daylight Lodge 607
WBro. Ian Gordon Elrona Lodge 384
WBro. James Robbins Timboon Lodge 821
WBro. Julius Hoffman Lodge Fraternal 603
WBro. John Brown Peace and Loyalty Lodge 261

RWBro. Ian Sterritt Yarraville Lodge 164
RWBro. Leonard Halligan Marangan Lodge 64
RWBro. Raymond Kemke Lodge of Rapport 920
RWBro. Richard Burman OAM Old Melburians' Lodge 317
RWBro. Robert Marks Lodge Belvoir 727
RWBro. Rodney McClelland Cranbourne Lodge 290
RWBro. William White The Lodge of Amity 339
RWBro. William Wilson Trentham Lodge 130
VWBro. Alfred Woods Cohuna Lodge 227
VWBro. Donald Sly Trentham Lodge 130
VWBro. John Cook Union Lodge of North Gippsland 62
VWBro. John Parsons Yarraville Lodge 164
VWBro. Stanley Taig Campaspe Valley Lodge 937
VWBro. Peter Maniotis Melbourne St. Clair Reunion Lodge 17
WBro. Byron Woods Monash Lodge 938
WBro. Geoffrey Carburn The Doutta Galla Lodge 902

WBro. Leslie Cooper Victoria Lodge 82
WBro. Neil Wells The Derrimut Daylight Lodge 905
WBro. Noel Jeffreys Colac Lodge 83
WBro. Peter Parry Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187
WBro. Peter Rutley Lodge Killara 259
WBro. Phillip  Davies Mitchell River Lodge 742
WBro. Rawdon de Moor Arlington Lodge 182
WBro. Ray Walter Marnoo Lodge 360
WBro. Robert Mense Lodge Fraternal 603
WBro. Robert Fisher Leura Lodge 50
WBro. Ross Dobson Marnoo Lodge 360
WBro. Terrance  Allan Carisbrook Lodge 405
WBro. William Birkenhead Lodge of Honour 799
WBro. William Dunkley The Derrimut Daylight Lodge 905
WBro. William Nelson Lodge of Honour 799
WBro. William Robbins Colac Lodge 83
WBro. Varel Newmark Elrona Lodge 384
Bro. Francois Stampfli Richmond Lodge 89
Bro. John Turner Cohuna Lodge 227
Bro. Ian Getsom Prince of Wales Lodge 40
Bro. Thomas Bruns Cohuna Lodge 227
Bro. Willem Van Zesit Mooroopna Lodge 131
Bro. Nigel Hodge Mitchell River Lodge 742
Bro. Raymond Hodder Sturt-Buninyong United Lodge 23

WBro. Gordon Atkins Lodge of Concentration 753
WBro. Graeme Orr Mt Franklin St George Lodge 12
WBro. Harry Engel The King David Lodge 460
WBro. James Hood Traralgon Lodge 925
WBro. Kevin  Brown Mitchell River Lodge 742
WBro. Leon Benporath Mount Scopus & Collegians Lodge 689
WBro. Peter Hollibone Gisborne Lodge 298
WBro. Stephen Hulley Hearts of Oak Lodge 681
WBro. Stephen Ruglen Sandringham District Lodge 220
WBro. Roderick  McConnell Baden Powell Lodge 488
WBro. Ronald  Stephenson Dandenong Lodge 635
WBro. William Schrank The Derrimut Daylight Lodge 905
Bro. Ian  Balnaves Sir John Quick Lodge 933
Bro. Kevin Orr Mt Franklin St George Lodge 12
Bro. Leonard Duncan Gippsland Forest Lodge 101

JANUARY - JUNE 2022

65 Years

70 Years
RWBro. Leonard Kelly Allara Lodge 855
RWBro. Neil Whyte Wangaratta Lodge of St John 66
VWBro. Bruce Syman Cosmopolitan Lodge 96
WBro. George Bird Williamstown Lodge 16

WBro. Peter Stacey Sturt-Buninyong United Lodge 23
Bro. Brian Farthing Union Lodge of North Gippsland 62
Bro. Donald Koch Golden and Corinthian Lodge 7
Bro. Vance Hinds Commonwealth Lodge 186

RWBro. George Shuttleworth Guiding Star Lodge 922
RWBro. Keith Steinhardt Hands of Friendship 

Fellowship  Lodge 
932

RWBro. Henry Mitchell Wimmera Lodge 70
RWBro. Pierce Grenfell Sir John Quick Lodge 933
RWBro. Richard Burman OAM Old Melburians' Lodge 317
VWBro. Ronald Stroud The Mordialloc Lodge of Charity 258
VWBro. Victor Allaway Traralgon Lodge 925
WBro. Alfred Glen Grigg Maroondah Daylight Lodge 607
WBro. Donald Grierson Essendon Daylight Lodge 861

WBro. John Dawson Baden Powell Lodge 488
WBro. Phil Phillips Mount Scopus & Collegians' Lodge 689
WBro. Ronald Stephenson Dandenong Lodge 635
WBro. William Carlyle Marangan Lodge 64
Bro. Bruce Suckling Monash Lodge 938
Bro. Geoffrey Woods Essendon Daylight Lodge 861
Bro. Ian Docking Lodge Belvoir 727
Bro. Ross Brittle Essendon Daylight Lodge 861
Bro. William Hamilton Cranbourne Lodge 290
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
75 Years 80 Years
RWBro. John Dingey Lodge of Commerce 837
WBro. Donald Freckleton Wimmera Lodge 70
WBro. William Stacey Essendon Daylight Lodge 861
WBro. COL Bruce Addis 
RFD ED

United Service Lodge 330

RWBro. Maurice Smith Old Scotch Collegians' Lodge 396
WBro. Geoffrey Tate Maroondah Daylight Lodge 607

THE PORCHWAY

WBro. Stephen Hulley, initiated in 
1962, receiving his 60-bar from 

VWBro. John Williams PGIW. Stephen 
currently serves as the Choirmaster for 
Hearts of Oak Lodge. Congratulations 
Brother Stephen!

60 Year Bar - 
WBro. Stephen  
Hulley

31

Applications for a jewel or a bar service 
award are completed by your Lodge 
Secretary and sent to the Grand 
Secretariat. Once it is approved the bar 
or jewel service award is ordered and 
sent to your Lodge Secretary to arrange 
presentation.

SERVICE AWARD APPLICATIONS

When Laurie moved to Burwood 
in 1969, he was involved with 

the East Burwood Football Club, its 
committee as well as the local schools. 
It was there that he met several 
Freemasons who invited him to 
Masonic functions in early 1970. 

Laurie’s journey in Freemasonry 
began in March 1972 when he was 
initiated into Lodge of Fidelity No. 293. 
He proceeded through the offices and 
was installed as Worshipful Master in 
November 1979. 

Lodge of Fidelity returned its Charter 
in 1989 and through friends Laurie, 
was introduced to Henty Lodge 
No. 279 in February 1990. Laurie 
then became Worshipful Master in 
September 1991 and was appointed 
Treasurer in 2013, a position he still 
holds. 

In 1994 he was selected as the 
Assistant Grand Pursuivant in MWBro. 
John Humphris’ Grand Lodge 

Ceremonial Team and has since had 
regular promotions culminating in 
his present rank of PSGW, which was 
conferred in 2009. 

His interest in Other Orders was 
awakened early in his Masonic journey, 
and he joined Abbotsford Chapter in 
1981. Again, he proceeded through the 
chairs and was installed as First Grand 
Principal in 1988. 

Abbotsford Chapter amalgamated 
with City of Melbourne Chapter 
in 2000 and Laurie served many 
offices in the ensuing years including 
Treasurer, a position he still holds.

In 1993 Laurie joined the United Press 
Mark Lodge and in 1999 was installed 
as Worshipful Master. He is currently 
a member of Malvern-Waverley 
Mark Lodge. He joined the Royal Ark 
Mariners in October 2000, took office 
and was installed as Commander in 
2006. The list goes on to include The 
Order of the Secret Monitor, Royal 
and Select Masters, Red Cross of 
Constantine, Knights Templar, Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite, Royal Arch 
Chapter of Ireland and Royal Order of 
Scotland.

Throughout his Masonic career Laurie 
has said that an organisation worth 
joining, is worth putting in his time 
and effort to get the most out of it.

When Laurie retired in 1997, he still 
needed something to do. For over 
25 years, Laurie was a volunteer bus 
driver for Royal Freemasons. He then 
became involved with the Masonic 
Regalia Shop where he currently sells 
donated regalia to Freemasons. 

"an organisation worth 
joining, is worth putting in 
his time and effort to get the 
most out of it"

50 Year Jewel -  
RWBro. Lawrence George Patterson PSGW
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WBro. Dennis Setterfield has 
many fond memories as a child 

attending Lodge Installations with his 
parents at Kendall Masonic Centre. 
He also recalls helping his father with 
his secretary duties by folding and 
enveloping Lodge notices.

Dennis is the son of a Freemason, 
Ernest Thomas Setterfield, who was 
the WM of Lodge Camden Haven No. 
431 (NSW/ACT), Lodge Secretary and 
support organist for his Lodge. 

After completing his schooling at the 
age of 15, Dennis commenced a career 
with the Bank of NSW in 1965 before 
moving to Canberra. 

Observation had him notice that his 
landlord, John Lewis, frequently left 
the residence in a dinner suit and a 
small black case. Dennis figured he 
was off to a Lodge meeting. 

On a visit to his parents’ home in 
Comboyne NSW, he asked “How does 
one join Freemasonry?” His father, 
Ernie, was over the moon. Dennis was 
the youngest of three and the only 
one to show interest in Freemasonry. 

When Dennis approached his landlord 
about Freemasonry, John, on his 
return to Canberra, a very enthusiastic 
response was received. “I have been 
waiting for months for you to ask me 
that question.” The wheels were in 
motion and a proposition was put 
forward to Lodge Gowrie No. 715 
(Canberra) in 1970 where Bro. John 
was also a member.

As Dennis was ready to become a 
Freemason, he received a conscription 
notice to join the Army in July 1970. 
His Initiation was completed the 
following year in February 1971. 

Dennis’ proud parents travelled from 
Comboyne to Canberra in their 1967 
Valiant to witness each of his degrees. 
Dennis continues to drive that Valiant 
today. 

The Army then moved Dennis from 
Wagga Wagga, NSW, to Mt Martha, 
Victoria, to train at the Balcombe 
Army Camp. 

Entered Apprentice Dennis wanted 
to complete his Second and Third 
Degrees in Canberra and went to a 
local travel agency in Mornington to 
arrange flights. This was organised 
by Travel Agent Anita, who Dennis 
later married. They celebrated 50 
years of marriage in April 2022 and 
Anita remains an active supporter of 
Freemasonry. 

Dennis’ national service ended in 
January 1972, and he resumed his 
banking career in Frankston.

In November 1973, Dennis was a 
Foundation Member of Lodge of 
Balnarring No. 850. He was installed 
as Worshipful Master in 1983 by his 
father and proceeded to be the Lodge 
Treasurer for several years. 

As a keen motorcyclist, Dennis was 

invested as Foundation Junior Deacon 
at the Consecration of Motorcyclists’ 
United Lodge No. 939 in August 2013 
by then Grand Master MWBro. Robert 
Jones. 

During this term of office, he 
organised an across the border visit to 
his Mother Lodge in Canberra, Lodge 
Gowrie. 

Dennis is still quite active in both of 
his Lodges.

The 50-year jewel celebration was 
held at Lodge Balnarring in May 2022 
where Dennis’ son, Rick Setterfield, 
and grandson, Blake Setterfield, 
assisted with the presentation.

50 Year Jewel - WBro. Dennis Lyall Setterfield PJGD
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WBro. Colonel Bruce Addis RFD 
ED PJGD, a member of United 

Service Lodge No. 330, has resided 
at the Japara Rye Sands Aged Care 
home for the last few years and has 
not been able to attend Lodge for 
some time now. When he was due 
for his 75-Year Service Award, it was 
decided that it would be presented at 
his daughter Wendy’s home, in Rye, 
and without the formalities. 

A small delegation from the 
United Service Lodge comprised of 
Worshipful Master WBro. Geoff Lowe, 
Director of Ceremonies, and long-time 
friend of Bruce’s, RWBro. Phil Elsbury 
and Secretary WBro. Rod Webster 
made the presentation to WBro. 
Bruce on Tuesday 28 June.

Soon to turn 95 years of age, Bruce 
looked dapper in his blue suit, 
proudly wearing his service medals. 
WBro. Bruce was deeply moved by 
the efforts of his USL Brethren to 
arrange for his jewel to be presented 
in a setting which was convenient 
and comfortable and expressed 
his great appreciation. Wendy and 
husband Adriaan made Brethren 
feel most welcome and provided a 
lovely morning tea for where WBro. 
Bruce was able to enjoy the relaxed 
atmosphere and conversation.  

Brother Bruce was initiated into 
Lodge Literature No. 536 on 27 

February 1946, subsequently being 
Passed and Raised there. Work saw 
him move to South Australia where 
he joined Renmark Lodge on 29 
June 1950; where he remained a 
member until December 1986 despite 
having returned to Victoria in 1956, a 
testiment to his loyalty to that Lodge.

Bruce then joined Lodge of Mount 
Waverley No. 801 in 1964 and later 
joined United Service Lodge in 1977 
where he was installed as Worshipful 
Master in 1983.

In 1996, Bruce was conferred with 
the Grand Rank of Past Junior Grand 
Deacon, in recognition of his efforts 
as Chairman of the Committee for 
organising Masonic celebrations of 50 
years since the end of WWII in 1945. 
Bruce remains a proud member of 
United Service Lodge to this day.

In civilian life, Bruce was a civil 

engineer eventually becoming Chief 
Bridge Engineer of the Country 
Roads Board. Not surprisingly, Bruce 
joined 22 Construction Regiment, 
Royal Australian Engineers as a 
Sapper in 1956 and enjoyed a long 
and successful career, serving in 
Vietnam in 1967 and taking Command 
of 22 Construction Regiment in 
1968. He was promoted as Colonel 
Commandant of 6 Engineer Group 
in 1973. Bruce retired from the Active 
Reserve in 1976 but was appointed 
as Colonel Commandant of RAE 
Southern Command in 1982. He 
retired from the Army in 1986.

“It was a great privilege to present 
WBro. Bruce with this milestone 
Jewel and convey the Congratulations 
and good wishes of MWBro. Richard 
Elkington OAM, GM and all Brethren 
of United Service Lodge No. 330” said 
WBro. LTCOL Rod Webster RFD.

75 Year Jewel - WBro. Colonel Bruce Addis RFD ED
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Timboon Lodge No. 821 held an 
ANZAC commemoration service 

at their regular meeting. Master 
Masons Bro. Sam Wilson and his 
brother Bro. Luke Wilson led the 
reading of passages from “The Real 
Victor at Anzac Cove” by Malcolm 
Potts. They were ably assisted by 
Entered Apprentice Bros Rainier 
Alfaraz, Frederick Dela Rosa, Jimson 
Babangha and Nick Cole (Leura 
Lodge). 

They lit a candle for each Theatre of 
War which involved Australians. One 
candle was lit to represent Australia's 
Peacekeeping Corp in honour of 
Australia’s involvement every year 
since 1947.  

To complete the evening, 50-year 
service awards were presented to 
brothers WBro. James Robbins from 
Timboon Lodge and WBro. Harvey 
Robbins from Colac Lodge.

The Robbins family have a strong tie 
to Freemasonry with five brothers, 

James, Harvey, Shane, Chris, and 
Glenn being members along with 
their father, WBro. J W Robbins, a 
Grand Lodge Officer from St John’s 
Lodge in Colac. Their uncles Mark, 
Alan and Jack Ward and cousins E 
Daniels, S Cairns and M Barlow are 
also part of our wonderful fraternity.

The presentation of service awards 
was complemented by wonderful 
South with ladies and visitors all 
enjoying the evening.

50 Year Jewel - Robbins Brothers 



On 9 June 2022, MWBro. David 
Booker, Grand Master of 

Freemasons SA&NT, had the pleasure 
of meeting WBro. Geoffrey Charles 
Tate, to present an 80-year service 
award on behalf of then Grand Master 
MWBro. Richard Elkington OAM and 
Victorian Brethren.

MWBro. Booker and Marie Stannard, 
Marketing Manager of Freemasons 
SA&NT, met with Brother Geoffrey at 
The Waterford Cafe at his retirement 
village where they enjoyed a lovely 
lunch. 

WBro. Geoffrey was born in 1923 and 
marks 80 years of affiliation with 
our fraternity. He was initiated at 
Ringwood Lodge No. 382 in 1942 and 
joined Croydon Lodge No. 607 when 
it was consecrated in 1947. He served 
as WM of the Lodge in 1985 and 
went on to join Lilydale Mark, where 
he became WM in 1967, Ringwood 
Chapter and Ringwood OSM.

Enlisted in RAAF in 1941 and still 
serving, Brother Geoff is also the Past 
President of Rotary Club of Adelaide 
and active in Probus. He started work 
with City Mutual Life Assurance in 
1938 and in 1986 became Qualified as 
Associate of Insurance Institute and 
Australian Society on Accountants. 

Geoff has two children, five 
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Croydon Lodge was sponsored 
by Blackburn Lodge in 1947 and 
Geoff was one of the 38 Foundation 
members who joined, and since 2002 
is the last surviving member of that 
group. 

A new Masonic centre was built on the 
near site and the Maroondah Masonic 
Centre opened in 1981.

Membership in Croydon Lodge had 
dwindled, Geoff had moved to South 
Australia and plans were made to 
convert Croydon to a Daylight Lodge. 
Croydon handed in their warrant 
in 1992 and Geoff, along with 20 
members, agreed to join the new 

Maroondah Daylight Lodge No. 607 
which retained Croydon’s Lodge 
number.

The new Maroondah Daylight Lodge 
No. 607 was consecrated in March 1994. 

Members of the Maroondah Daylight 
Lodge send Brother Geoff their 
warmest congratulations. 

Source: Freemasons SA&NT

"Enlisted in RAAF in 1941 
and still serving"

"Members of the Maroondah 
Daylight Lodge send 
Brother Geoff their warmest 
congratulations. "

WBro. Geoffrey Charles Tate and MWBro. David Booker, 
GM of Freemasons SA&NT

34 SPRING 2022 freemasonsvic.net.au

80 Year Jewel - WBro. Geoffrey Charles Tate PGStdB



B
EY

O
N

D
 T

H
E 

C
R

A
FT



Message from the Grand Master 

MWBro. Bill Jones 
Grand Master 

United Grand Lodge of  
Master Mark Masons of Victoria

Since our Grand Installations, we’ve 
seen a steady return to Lodge. I 

extend my thanks to all who have 
helped bring light to the workings 
of Mark and Ark Mariner Masonry in 
Victoria and in Hobart.

Unfortunately, COVID still lingers 
within our community and continues 
to take its toll. Remaining cautious 
and ensuring that we keep our 
distance, sanitise our hands and wear 
a mask in crowded areas are all still 
important measures to prevent the 
spread of infection. Most importantly, 
if you’re unwell, stay home and join 
the next Lodge meeting. 

My wife Penny and I recently travelled 
across Scotland and England.

We were generously welcomed by 
the First Grand Principal and Grand 
Scribe Ezra of the Supreme Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland. It 
was an enjoyable occasion where we 
were able to discuss the future of our 
organisations over a very pleasant 
lunch.

The First Grand Principal, MExComp 
Joseph Morrow is familiar to many of 
us. He’s made a number of visits to 
Victoria and has spoken on Masonic 
subjects, his work as Lord Lyon King 
of Arms and his particular passion, 
heraldry.

ExComp Douglas Duncan, Grand 
Scribe Ezra, gave me considerable 
insight into the forward directions of 
the Royal Arch and Mark Masonry in 
the Scottish jurisdiction. Penny and I 
were joined by Douglas’ wife Morag. 
It’s motivating to listen to the opinions 
and ideas of our ladies in such a 
forum. 

MEmComp John Ives - please note the 
free plug for the Chapter Degree!

Penny and I drove from Edinburgh 
to London and took some time to 
explore and to hunt for fossils. The 
Mark of Freemasons can be found 
everywhere.

Rosslyn Chapel is a wonderful 
example of the extraordinary skill 
of operative Masons and of many 
symbols we claim as our own. It seems 
to be the rich repository of Pagan, 
Christian, Masonic and other not fully 
understood symbolisms.

We visited the birthplace of Isaac 
Newton and explored the home he 
retreated to during the Black Death. 
Newton had an astounding mind, 
proposing mathematical solutions 
to a myriad of scientific problems of 
the day using his advanced skills in 
geometry.  

I must report that there were no 
apples available to give me similar 
inspiration!

I found Masonic symbols and Masons’ 
Marks on many old structures but 
one of the most astounding tributes 
to the work of Masons can be found 
in Lincoln Cathedral. Housed in 
the cathedral is a suite of beautiful 
stained-glass windows depicting 
the work of Masons and many of the 
symbols familiar to all us Freemasons.

The focal point of our visit was the 
Grand Proclamation of the Grand 
Lodge of Mark Masons of England 
and Wales in the Great Hall of Great 
Queens Street.

MWBro. His Royal Highness Prince 
Michael of Kent, Grand Master was 
still engaged in the Queen’s Jubilee 
functions so the event was presided 
over by MWBro. Raymond Smith, Pro 
Grand Master in the presence of close 
to 1,000 Mark Masons and five Grand 
Masters from other jurisdictions.

It is a humbling experience to 
represent our Grand Lodge and 
Brethren on such an occasion and 
be escorted into the temple to the 
thunderous applause of so many Mark 
Masons.

I also had the opportunity to attend 
Semper Fidelis Royal Ark Mariner and 
Mark Lodges in the company of the 
RWBro. Thomas Quinn, Provincial 
Grand Master for the Province of 
London. The meetings were held in 
Mark Masons’ Hall.

It was very interesting to see the 
Enthronement Ceremony and the 
Ceremony of Advancement of a new 
Mark Master Mason, both carried out 
with the current English ritual.

The welcome I received at both 
meetings confirms the extent of 
the hand of friendship extended to 
Freemasons across the world.

“The Mark of Freemasons 
can be found everywhere”

“the rich repository of 
Pagan, Christian, Masonic 
and other not fully 
understood symbolisms.”

“It is a humbling experience 
to represent our Grand 
Lodge and Brethren”

United Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Victoria
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My dear Companions,

As I write this message, I am 
reflecting that for over 6 months we 
have been enjoying an uninterrupted 
period of attending meetings. While 
embracing the freedom to meet 
regularly, we should be mindful of 
the need to exercise common sense 
by not attending meetings when 
feeling unwell. An unplanned absence 
at short notice by a Companion 
taking part in a ceremony creates a 
challenge which can be difficult to 
manage. However, I am sure everyone 
will act responsibly in this regard 
while infections are prevalent in the 
community.

I am currently mindful of those in 
our Masonic family who are in poor 
health or have recently suffered 
bereavement. I extend to you all my 
sympathy and support.

The Chapter and Mark ’Together We 
Build’ Grand Installations held on 1 
and 2 April 2022 were a great success. 
This year, I was again privileged to 
be installed as First Grand Principal 
by MEmComp Peter Gurr, PGZ, and I 
thank him for a beautiful ceremony. 
The absence of REmComp Len Lacey, 
DGZ and REmComp Bruce Cowie, 
GJ, due to Covid restrictions, was 
unfortunate. REmComp Len was 
proclaimed as Deputy First Grand 
Principal for a second term, while 
REmComp Brian Davidson, PGJ, 
graciously installed REmComp Peter 
King as Third Grand Principal. 

The newly appointed Grand Chapter 
Officers have settled well into their 
roles, and I thank each of them for 
their efforts. The Team has conducted 
Installation Ceremonies in four 
metropolitan and seven regional 
Chapters. These Chapters are looking 
forward to stabilisation and growth 

and, like all Chapters, are wishing to 
see a full attendance of members as 
confidence increases. I believe we will 
see increasing participation in the 
months ahead.

On Easter Monday, together with 
REmComp Len Lacey, DGZ, I visited 
the town of Maldon to participate, 
in full regalia, in the Maldon Easter 
Festival Street Parade. Leaders of Craft, 
Mark and Chapter had given their 
approval to Brethren and Companions 
to participate. The leaders and 
their representatives were very well 
supported by members from near and 
far. As luck would have it, the skies 
opened, and heavy rain prevented 
us from marching. However, the 
intended BBQ at the beautiful Maldon 
Masonic Centre did proceed, and a 
fundraising effort at lunch was most 
successful. We look forward to a 
similar venture in the future.

A recent highlight was my visit to 
Prospect Hill Chapter at Box Hill. I was 
accompanied by REmComp Warren 
Gilbert, GH, when two 50-year service 
jewels were presented. In the Chapter 
room, MEmComp Graeme O’Donnell, 
PGZ, most eloquently presented the 
first jewel to VEmComp Neil Martine, 
PGSN. At supper, MEmComp Peter 
Gurr, IPGZ, and I, were privileged to 
present a 50-year service jewel to 
family members of the late VEmComp 
Alan Maggs, PGIWkgs. Mr Thomas 
Maggs, Alan’s son, and Bro. Ross 
Kennedy, brother-in-law of Alan, each 
responded positively and sincerely. 
Alan will long be remembered for 
his musical contribution at many 
ceremonies over a very long time.

On 20 July, we had our first face-to-
face Grand Convocation at Bayside 
in quite some time. The first since 
January 2020, it was a special occasion 
where the new Grand Chapter 

Altar was  dedicated. We are most 
grateful to MEmComp Greg Harmer, 
PGZ, for designing and creating the 
magnificent replacement Altar which 
will be appreciated by all Companions 
for many years to come. 

 
In conclusion, I wish all Companions, 
Brethren, and their families good 
health and happiness until we meet 
again.

Message from the First Grand Principal 

MEmComp John Ives 
First Grand Principal 

Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of Victoria

“I was again privileged to 
be installed as First Grand 
Principal”

“it was a special occasion 
where the new Grand 
Chapter Altar was  
dedicated”

“I believe we will see 
increasing participation in 
the months ahead”

Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Victoria 
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Royal and 
Select Masters
Nearly two hundred years ago 

the degrees of Royal Master and 
Select Master appeared. Travelling 
Masonic lecturers throughout the 
East were conferring them upon 
Masons, while engaged in instructing 
Craft (Lodge) and Capitular (Chapter) 
Degrees. 

A Supreme Council of the Scottish 
Rite included the degree of Select 
Master as one of its “detached” 
degrees. But these beautiful degrees 
were not to remain detached for any 
length of time. Biblical students and 
archaeologists knew of the vaults 
and crypts beneath King Solomon’s 
Temple. 

Masonic degrees were probably 
not conferred in these vaults; 

however, such a legend does persist 
throughout Freemasonry. The legends 
conveyed in this system of degrees 
form a beautiful allegory or story. 

The Masonic author, Albert G. Mackey, 
writing of the vault, says, “The vault 
was therefore, in the ancient mysteries 
symbolic of the grave; for initiation 
was symbolic of death, where 
alone Divine Truth is to be found. 
Freemasons have adopted the same 
idea. They teach that death is but the 
beginning of Life; that if the first, or 
fleeting Temple of our transitory life 
be on the surface, we must descend 
into the secret vault of death before 
we can find that sacred deposit of 
Truth, which is to adorn our second 
Temple of Eternal Life.”

The degrees in this group are 
frequently referred to as “Cryptic 
Degrees’, but this description is not 
strictly correct, as only two actually 
refer to a crypt. 

It is somewhat surprising to note that 
to many, these ceremonies constitute 
nothing more that interesting side 
degrees, or a random collection of 
unrelated incidents in the story of 
King Solomon’s Temple. But to the 
serious and understanding Masonic 
student, they prove to be the essential 
link between the degrees of Master 
Mason and Royal Arch Mason.

HISTORY
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Timeline:
Mark Master Mason Degree 974 – 967 BC
Craft Degrees (EA, FC and MM) 974 – 967 BC
Select Master   969 – 968 BC
Royal Master   968 BC
Most Excellent Master  967 BC
Super Excellent Master  586 BC
Companion of the Holy Royal Arch 536 BC

The dates where the Craft, Mark and Holy Royal Arch Masonic Orders are centred, 
with their historical connection.
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Select Master 
The Degree of Select Master has for 
its scenario, the moment where they 
were into the fifth year of the building 
of the Temple (969 BCE), and the 
Secret Vault is being constructed to 
house the sacred treasures, another 
important artifact of the Jewish 
people, in order to keep them safe 
from attack by enemy forces. 

Specially selected Craftsmen 
carried out the construction of the 
vault and its approach tunnel, and 
only the three Grand Masters, and 
those engaged in the work, knew 
of the existence of the vault. A 
Craftsman, not entitled to be there, 
accidentally enters the vault, with 
the consequence of being sentenced 
to death; however, his fortunes turn, 
and he is eventually pardoned, and 
admitted to the elite band of Select 
Masters. 

This Degree is set prior to the death of 
Hiram Abif and alludes to preparations 
to hide the Secret Treasures. It also 
explains why King Solomon selected 
24 true, tried, and trusty Craftsmen, 
together with the three Grand 
Masters, (making “27 and no more”) 
to complete an important part of the 
Temple.

To this degree a Candidate is Chosen.

Royal Master 
The second Council Degree is 
conferred in two parts. In the first 
part, Hiram Abif talks to Adoniram 
about death. In the second, a day 
after the death of Hiram Abif, King 
Solomon and Hiram King of Tyre 
cannot communicate the Master 
Word without him – not in the agreed 
manner. These dramas illuminate 
both the Master Masons and Holy 
Royal Arch Degree Ceremonies. 

The Royal Master Degree follows 
chronologically where the vault has 
been completed and is in the process 
of being decorated with the sacred 
treasures. 

One of the senior Overseers engages 
in conversation with Hiram Abif, and 
the latter inadvertently explains how 
he intends to ensure that the Master 
Word shall never become lost. During 
this conversation, the candidate hears 

some truly magnificent ritual, which 
is certain to remain in his mind for a 
long time. Hiram Abif realises too late 
that he has revealed to the Senior 
Overseer something which he should 
not have done, and the Companion is 
sworn to secrecy. 

Shortly after this, Hiram Abif is 
slain, and it is only through the 
knowledge given to this Overseer, of 
the intentions of Hiram Abif, that the 
Master Word is indeed preserved.

To this degree a Candidate is 
Honoured.

Most Excellent Master 
The Degree of Most Excellent Master 
commences at the point where the 
Temple is being dedicated to the glory 
of God, and King Solomon determines 
to reward some of his most skilful 
Craftsmen with the rank of Most 
Excellent Master.

To this degree a Candidate is Received 
and Acknowledged.

Super Excellent Master 
This Degree was not originally part 
of the Cryptic Order, and is still not 
presented in all jurisdictions, yet is 
one of Masonry’s best written rituals. 
It deals with incidents during the 
reign of King Nebuchadnezzar, when 
Zedekiah the last King of Judea, was 
conquered and carried captive to 
Babylon. 

It dramatises the lesson of fidelity. 
It is not a Degree of the Crypt; it 
does not deal with Ancient Craft 
Masonry, but it has been described 
as, “the best devised, most impressive 
and beautiful ritual in Masonry.” 
In a panorama of exciting events, 
biblical characters move across the 
stage, illustrating history. The great 
Chaldean Monarch, Nebuchadnezzar, 
lives again. The treacherous and 
faithless Zedekiah, the last of Judah’s 
Kings, proves the result of infidelity. 
The unswerving Ezekiel and the 
melancholy but zealous Jeremiah, 
prophesises the promises of the 
Almighty. 

The great lesson of this degree is 
about fidelity to a trust.

To this degree a Candidate is Greeted.

In Royal and Select in Victoria there are four Degrees worked:

Regalia
The only regalia worn by a Royal 
and Select Companion in the 
Victorian jurisdiction is the jewel 
of the Order, which is an inverted 
skeletal triangle, surmounted by 
a crown, and is suspended from 
a crimson ribbon. Its symbolism 
is explained in the ritual, but it 
indicates the beneficence of the 
Most High directed towards the 
individual. The jewel is worn on 
the left breast over the heart. 

Each Officer of a Council of 
Royal and Select Masters wears 
a crimson collar, from which is 
suspended the jewel of his office. 
An active, or past Grand Officer, 
wears the crimson collar edged 
with one or more gold stripes, 
according to rank.

Local History
Our Order was established in 
Victoria in 1902, originally under 
the English Constitution. 

In 1982 it became a sovereign 
body, and at present has more 
than 230 Companions in 12 
Councils, spread throughout our 
state. 

Royal and Select Masters have a 
Grand Assembly each year, where 
Companions and partners gather 
for the administration meeting 
and Installation, followed by a 
large formal dinner. This Annual 
Assembly is usually preceded by 
the very impressive Council of 
Anointed Kings, or the Order of 
the Silver Trowel. This is conferred 
upon Past Masters who have 
demonstrated a continued 
commitment to the Order. 

Since recommencing after 
restrictions and lockdowns, 
Councils are blossoming with a 
rejuvenation in interest and an 
impressive number of candidates 
joining. 

Grand Recorder, John Travers, 
would welcome your enquiry 
and can be contacted on 
GrandRecorderGCRSMV@gmail.
com 



On Monday 30 May an impressive evening was enjoyed at Gardenvale Council where 
Companion Craig Spendlove, together with MWBro. Hillel Benedykt and MWBro. Garry 

Sebo AM, experienced being Chosen as Select Masters. 

As can be seen from the photo, the heads or representatives of many Other Orders of 
Freemasonry were present in their regalia to highlight the importance of the previous 
leaders of the Craft joining Cryptic Masonry – the Order that brings together and assists in 
completing the chronological history of the Craft, Mark and Chapter, the membership of 
which are prerequisites to become a Royal and Select Companion.

Candidates – Companions Craig Spendlove, Hillel Benedykt and Garry Sebo together with the principal officers and 
members of Gardenvale Council were joined by the following:

Peter Crick GM · Peter Godson GPCW · Phil Battye PGM · Len Lacey PGM · John Hann PDGM · Richard Elkington PDGM (GM 
Craft at the time) · Stirling Warren GTreas · David Kent GIWkgs · Leigh Norman GOrat from Royal and Select Masters. 

Visiting member from Other Orders were Ron Goodburn DGM Grand Mark · John Ives GZ HRAC · Gordon Brown GS KT · 
Allan Gee AASR · David Paroissien GM AMD · Bob Pierce GSR OSM · Carl Stemp GS RCC · Gavin Myers Prov GM ROSC · Bruce 
Hebbard PGZ HRAC of New Zealand.

Grand Council of  
Royal and Select Masters of Victoria

A 50-year service award is a major achievement 
in any situation; but one in the Royal Ark 

Mariner degree is thrice-wonderful, as it is 
necessarily preceded by those of the Craft and 
the Mark. 

At a special meeting of the United Brunswick 
Royal Ark Mariner Lodge No. 14, VWBro. Ken 
Halliwell was presented his service award by the 
Grand Master, MWBro. Bill Jones. Brother Ken is 
well known and respected across the jurisdiction, 
and the GM made special note of Ken’s extensive 
travel, visiting all over Victoria, as well as 
underlining the rarity of the award. 

It was an enjoyable evening; Ken had a great 
time, and he now has a ‘full set’ of four (Craft, 
Mark, Ark, and Chapter). That’s 200 years of 
Service, well done Ken, you have marked well!

Royal Ark Mariner  
50 Year Service Award
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Earlier this year at Gippsland Lakes 
Lodge No. 715, Bro. Jim Jolly of 

Bairnsdale Daylight Lodge No. 877 
presented a w to MWBro. Richard 
Elkington OAM, then Grand Master, 
who gratefully received it on behalf 
of Freemasons Victoria. The tablet 
is believed to originate from Sumer, 
in the southern region of ancient 
Mesopotamia, modern day Iraq.

Jim tells the story of how he came to 
possess the item, his father having 
received the item in the 1950s in 
Iraq, from a friend of his who was an 
archaeologist in the area, where the 
family had lived for 20 years. Having 
left Iraq for England, it then made 
its way to Australia, finding itself 
more recently on Jim’s bookcase 
at home, bubble-wrapped, and 
nearly again lost to time. “I later read 
the book The Hiram Key (Knight 
& Lomas 1996) which made me 

realise what a treasure I indeed had 
in my possession. The quality of its 
remaining definition needs to be 
professionally preserved, and with 
this in mind an offer was made to 
Grand Lodge, which was accepted by 
MWBro. Elkington”.

Of his own, fond memories, Jim says: “I 
have visited the place purported to be 
the Sumerian ‘Garden of Eden’, Eridu, 
believed to be the oldest permanent 
settlement in Mesopotamia, dating 
from the 6th millennium BC. From 
memory it is southwest of Basrah 
where we lived, beyond the huge 
Rumaila oilfields. In passing, I can 
boast that in the 50s as a young man, 
I walked several times through those 
ancient fires at Baba Gurgur near 
Kurkuk (Iraq) – referenced in the Bible 
as the ‘fiery furnace’ (Book of Daniel)”.

4,200 year old  

gift to Freemasons Victoria

Above is a transcription from the  
approximately 4,200-year-old clay 
tablet. Its reads:

“Bur-Sin1 Nippur by Enlil2 elected, 
the sag-ush (caretaker?) of Enlil’s 
temple, valiant hero, king of Ur, 
king of the four quarters (of the 
world)”.
1 Bur-Sin: King of the Third Dynasty 
of Ur (circa 2100 BC)
2 Enlil: Main God of the country of 
Sumer. His temple was in Nippur 
(Tell Nufar, near Afaq)
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Freemasonry arrived in Denmark 
when five Master Masons met in 

Copenhagen on 11 November 1743 
and founded St Martin Lodge. The 
following year, Brethren left St Martin 
Lodge to create another Lodge, which 
obtained a Constitution from the 
Grand Lodge in London in 1745 and 
exists to this day under the name 
Z&F as the oldest Masonic Lodge in 
operation in the Nordic countries.

In the early years, the Lodges worked 
a German variant of the rites used in 
England. In 1765 Danish Freemasonry 
joined the Christian High-Degree 
Rite called Strict Observance under 
German leadership. The Strict 
Observance Rite underwent a major 
adjustment in 1782 and became 
known as the Rectified Rite. A similar 
development occurred in the Strict 
Observance Lodges in France in 
1778, and the Rite Écossais Rectifié 
(Rectified Scottish Rite, RER) survived 
in Switzerland from where it has 
spread to other countries in recent 
decades.

In 1775, Prince Carl of Hessen was 
initiated into Freemasonry and was 
the superior of Danish Freemasonry 
until his death in 1836. From 1765 
to 1792 Danish Freemasonry was 
technically subordinate to the 
leadership in Germany. Prince Carl was 
succeeded as Danish Grand Master by 
Prince Christian Frederik who three 
years later ascended to the Danish 
throne as King Christian VIII in 1839. 
He was Grand Master until his death 
in 1848 and was succeeded by his son, 
King Frederik VII.

In 1852, King Frederik VII sanctioned 
that the new Lodge Kosmos in 
Helsingør could start working 
according to Swedish Rite. That 
happened in 1853, and in the same 
year Kind Frederik VII constituted a 
temporary Danish Grand Lodge with 
the task of preparing the transition to 
working the Swedish Rite in all Danish 
Lodges. 

On 6 January 1855, the formal shift 
took place at a special meeting of 
Grand Lodge in Copenhagen, which 
is the origin of the New Year’s Festival 
of the Danish Order of Freemasons 
as it is celebrated today. Also in 1855 
the first Danish St Andrew’s Lodge 
called Cubus Frederici Septimi was 
founded in Helsingør, only to move to 
Copenhagen two years later.

On 16 November 1858, the proper 
Grand Lodge of Denmark was 
constituted according to the 
fundamental laws of Swedish Rite, and 
hence, work in Swedish Rite Chapter 
Degrees could begin. The transition 
was completed on 22 March 1862, 
when King Frederik VII appointed 
Knights and Commanders of the Red 
Cross in Denmark, the XI and highest 
degree of Swedish Rite.

In 1855 there were only three St. 
John’s Lodges in operation, but the 
following century saw a significant 
growth of Freemasonry in Denmark 
with new Lodges appearing across the 
country, while one St. John’s Lodge in 
Copenhagen grew and split several 

times. The prosperity was stimulated 
by the great interest of the royal 
Grand Masters, King Frederik VIII and 
his sons, King Christian X and Prince 
Harald, who one after the other led 
the Danish Order of Freemasons from 
1872 until 1949.

Today the Danish Order of 
Freemasons is divided into three 
Districts. One is led by the Grand 
Lodge of Denmark in Copenhagen 
while the other two are led by the 
Provincial Grand Lodges of Odense 
(1881) and Aarhus (1959), respectively. 
There are 48 St. John’s Lodges and 11 
St. Andrew’s Lodges in full operation 
and another 23 Instructive Lodges 
of St. John and St. Andrew which are 
fully equipped for ritual meetings, but 
not for Initiation and Promotion.

The Danish Order of  
Freemasons

Prince Carl of Hessen

King Frederik VII

Coat of arms of the Danish Order 
of Freemasons, made in the 2010s 
and based on the previous one 
from 1974

King Christian X
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In addition to the Grand Chapter in 
Copenhagen and the two Chapters 
of the Provincial Grand Lodges, there 
are two minor Chapters promoting 
Brethren to the VII degree and three 
Instructive Chapters. A Lodge of 
Research was also founded in 1997.

During the 20th century, several 
irregular Lodges were founded. In 
1959, the Danish Order of Freemasons 
entered a treaty with the St. John’s 
Lodge Association which now consists 
of three Lodges working the three 
Craft Degrees according to Schröder’s 
Rite.

In 1661, the Danish Order of 
Freemasons entered another treaty 
with the Guild of Ancient, Free 
and Accepted Masons of Denmark 
who work the three Craft Degrees 
according to the rites approved by the 
United Grand Lodge of England.

Today, the Guild of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of Denmark consists 
of 40 Lodges as well as a Lodge of 
Research. St. John’s Lodge Association 
and the Guild of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of Denmark do not 
require that their members confess 
Christianity. However, if a Master 
Mason of these Lodges is Christian, 
he can join a St. Andrew’s Lodge and 
subsequently, a Chapter of the Danish 
Order of Freemasons.

The treaties imply that Lodges 
belonging to the Association or Guild 
recognise the Grand Master of the 
Danish Order of Freemasons as their 
superior and hence are part of the 
amity between the Danish Order of 
Freemasons and United Grand Lodge 
of England and, more generally, the 
world-wide amity of the Grand Lodges 
of regular Freemasonry.

The Danish Order of Freemasons 
today has approximately 9,000 
members.

Freemasons Hall  
Copenhagen

Prince Harald

Freemasons' Hall (Danish: Ordenens 
Stamhus) located on Blegdamsvej 

in Copenhagen's Østerbro district, 
Denmark, is the headquarters of the 
Danish Order of Freemasons and a 
meeting place for the Masonic Lodges 
in the Copenhagen area.

The Danish Order of Freemasons had 
moved between various addresses 
and at the beginning of the 20th 
century was based in Klerkegade in 
Copenhagen.

When the municipal authorities in 
Copenhagen sold off a strip of land 
along Blegdamsvej, previously part 
of the park Fælledparken, the Danish 
Order of Freemasons acquired a 
piece of land. In 1920, a competition 
was held among its architect 
members for the design of new 
headquarters. Martin Nyrop, architect 
of Copenhagen City Hall and himself a 
Freemason, sat on the panel of judges. 
The winning entry was submitted 
by Holger Rasmussen, a relatively 
unknown Danish architect who had 
mainly designed modest buildings 
for Danish State Railways. The 
Freemasons' Hall was of a different 
stature entirely. The Freemasons' Hall 
was built from 1923 to 1927.[1] The 
cornerstone was laid on 3 June 1924 
by Christian X of Denmark, who was 
himself a Freemason.

Built to a rather austere Neoclassical 
design, the Freemasons' Hall is a 
large grey block. The front toward 
Blegdamsvej is dominated by an 

over-dimensioned entrance section 
flanked by two monumental columns, 
which are 16 metres tall and weigh 72 
tons each. The building is typical of its 
time. Reacting to an excess of detail in 
Historicism, Neoclassicism had made 
a comeback in Danish architecture in 
about 1915 and lasted until the mid-
1930s. Another example of the style 
is Hack Kampmann's Copenhagen 
Police Headquarters from 1924.

The Freemasons' Hall has 13,515 
square metres of floor space and 
approximately 335 rooms. It is 19.5 
metres tall and has six main floors, two 
of which are below ground.
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Freemasonry is a worldwide 
community of men who believe 
in the principles of equality 
and charity. It is one of the few 
remaining organisations that 
honour and respect religious, 
cultural and political diversity. 

It offers good men an opportunity 
to contribute to their local 

communities, join a network 
of like-minded individuals, 

and improve themselves 
in the process.

BECOME A 
BETTER MAN
BECOME A 
FREEMASON

OUR THREE GREAT PRINCIPLES
Brotherly Love Relief Truth

Every true Freemason 
will show tolerance and 
respect for the opinions 

of others and behave 
with kindness and 

understanding to all 
people.

Freemasons are taught 
to practise charity and 
to care not only for one 

another, but for the 
community as a whole, 

through charitable giving 
and voluntary effort.

Freemasonry strives 
for truth and requires 
high moral standards 

of its members.

Freemasons
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