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Would you like to submit something for the next Journal?

If you have something you would like to submit for the next edition of the 
Freemasons Victoria Journal please get in contact with the Freemasons 
Victoria Marketing Department by emailing marketing@freemasonsvic.net.au 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 



Phillip Island resident Harry 
Summers has received a Medal of 

the Order of Australia (OAM) under 
the Queen’s Birthday 2021 Honours 
List for his dedication to race walking 
and athletics. 

Harry has spent a lifetime competing 
in race walking, winning numerous 
championships and medals as well 
as coaching almost 100 athletes.

Some of his former pupils 
include well-known Australian 
representatives such as Dominic 
McGrath, Gabrielle Blyth, Bill Dyer, 
Wendy Muldoon, Craig Brill and 
Kevin Lowden. 

He has also coached and managed 
world junior teams, world 
championships and world tours. 

Harry competed in junior, senior and 
masters athletics from 1954 to 2016, 
and was even an avid competitor in 
cycling and cross-country skiing. 

SPORTING

ATHLETICS

LEGEND
R ECO G N I S E D  FO R 

S E R VI C E  TO 

By Nick Sinis, Sentinel-Times, 16 June 2021
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His own athletic achievements 
included the 1981 World Veterans 
Championships in New Zealand (45-
plus age group), where he won gold 
(5,000m walk) and silver (20km road).

Harry said it was an honour to receive 
an OAM. He was totally surprised. 

It was unexpected and great, I’m really 
proud of that,” he said. 

His athletic journey initially started 
in Preston before moving to Box Hill 
Athletic Club, where he would remain 
for most of his career and become 
president and life member. 

“It all started from trying to play 
football,” he said. 

“The coach was the chief of Preston 
Athletics and he suggested that I 
wasn’t a good footballer, but that 
maybe I could come down and try 
athletics.”

Daughter Sandra Van Brummelen 
and sisters couldn’t be prouder of 
their father, and Sandra has made 
sure to keep all his achievements 
including dozens of medals, awards, 
photographs and competition attire. 

“We used to always say when we were 
growing up that the reason he walked 
so far, was he would be training 
and come home and hear all the 
screaming kids in the house, and just 
keep going,” she said. 

“He used to take teams around the 
world to compete.

“He stayed extremely fit right up until 
his hip went from all the walking.”

Harry was also president of Race Walk 
Victoria and Victorian Race Walking 
Club.

“From as young as I can remember he 
was always being involved constantly, 
every weekend at athletics and 
orienteering as well,” she said.

“He didn’t have any involvement in 
any sport without fully committing to 
the role of helping the club being 100 
per cent there.”

To add to his long list of 
accomplishments, Harry was 
previously awarded the Australian 
Sports Medal in 2000, and Life 
Membership for Athletics Australia in 
2008. 

Harry also officiated the 1956 and 2000 
Olympic Games, as well as Melbourne 
Commonwealth Games and many 
Australian, Victorian and Veteran 
Championships between the years of 
1966 to 2016. 

He even managed the first walk team 
to visit China in 1985, comprising of 
Sally Pierson, Kerry Saxby and Anne 
Ryan.

While enjoying retirement now, 
Harry has continued to contribute 
to his community, playing piano at 
retirement villages and is an organist 
for Masonic Lodges throughout South 
West Gippsland. 

WBro. Harry Summers was initiated in 
1966 at Legion of Honor Lodge No. 939 
and is currently affiliated with Philip 
Island Lodge No. 512 and Motorcyclists 
United Lodge No. 939.
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Hope Bereavement Care –  
Support After Suicide program

A recent grant of $112,700 from 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria 

to Geelong’s Hope Bereavement Care 
will enable Hope to not only continue 
its services, but expand services to 
include an additional 
resource that will 
focus on models of 
support likely to 
help people less 
likely to seek 
counselling, in 
particular men.  
The program 
will focus on 
community capacity 
building, extending non-
counselling bereavement support and 
promote mental health.

Rodney Lavin, Chairman of 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria, said 
that the grant would help Hope in 
its suicide bereavement counselling, 
referral service, group-based support 
and consultation.

This continues the financial support 
given by Freemasons to Hope since its 
inception four years ago. SAS Geelong 
has experienced significant increases 
in demand during the COVID 
pandemic.

Hope Bereavement Care offers free 
information, support and counselling 
when grieving the death of a child, the 
sudden and unexpected death of an 
adult and those experiencing the loss 
after suicide.

In 2017, Hope established the Support 
After Suicide Support (SAS) service 

after local parents, bereaved by 
suicide, advocated for a suicide 
specific local bereavement services 
and worked to link Hope and Jesuit 
Social Services (JSS), who deliver 

Support After Suicide across 
Victoria with the Bellarine 

Otway District 
Freemasons, who 
provided seed 
funding. 

Following this initial 
funding, Freemasons 

Foundation Victoria 
supported Hope with a 

$75,000 grant over 3 years. A 
further grant of $50,000 in June 2020 
helped with demands of a cluster of 
suicide deaths by young men and 
effects of COVID. 

In addition, support has continued 
from the Freemasons of Bellarine 
Otway District (who have contributed 
$75,000 over 4 years) with fundraising 
from an annual charity luncheon, 

practical support at remembrance 
events and advice and support. 

Each year, SAS provides over 400 
counselling sessions and 30 groups 
to support over 100 parents grieving 
a child, children grieving a parent 
or sibling and friends who have lost 
loved ones. One such family was the 
Barnetts whose lives was thrown into 
turmoil in 2020 by the unexpected 
and sudden death of their 16-year-old 
son, one of four children. As a family 
they utilised a range of programs 
including counselling and groups, 
information, and home visits. Catriona 
Barnett described her families 
experience of the SAS program in a 
letter of support for further grants. 

'SAS provides over 400 
counselling sessions and 
30 groups'

'Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria supported Hope 
with a $75,000 grant'
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‘(The) program was amazing and 
so helpful and essential for us and 
our needs. We were connected to 
people 'who got it’ and ‘got us'. They 
could relate to how we were feeling,   
prepared us for the formal side of 
things including police involvement. 
They provided tips and coping 
strategies. They understood the 
waves of emotions we were living. 
They understood how our children 
were feeling. Often the advice they 
gave us was simple but effective. 
HBC provided a safe forum where we 
could ask others with similar lived 
experience questions, we knew they 
wouldn’t consider trivial or silly… We 
feel that HBC have guided us gently 
through the worst experience any 
family should endure.’

"...they just sit, listen and 
reflect. They are kind and 
compassionate and enable 
you to tell your story which 
is all you want to do...to 
try and make some sense 
of this enormous loss...
It helps to feel understood 
and not alone which is an 
important part of the path 
you need to travel down."

Contributing 
to a better 
Victoria

FFV MASONIC GRANTS
Freemasons Foundation Victoria will assist Masonic Orders whenever possible, in their 
philanthropic activities within their local community in the areas of Health & Medical Research, 
Community Development, Education, Youth Development Programs and Indigenous Programs. 
Please ensure that your cause is a not-for-profit organisation.

FFV Masonic Grants opened in July and close 31 May 2022.

A total of $500,000 is available for grants in 2021/2022. The maximum value a Masonic Order can 
apply for in 2021/2022 is $10,000 to support local community organisations.

For further information contact Neil on (03) 8535 4780 or 
Email: enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org

4FREEMASONS FOUNDATION



Lets Talk Foundation
Breaking the Silence around Mental Illness

The Lets Talk Foundation’s message has never been 
more relevant than during these uncertain times as our 

communities live through lockdowns, restrictions and public 
health challenges. 

Lets Talk’s growth since its inception has challenged the 
grass roots organisation to meet the needs and requests 
from the community but with the support of Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria (FFV) Lets Talk South-West will 
strengthen its outreach thanks to a $300,000 funding boost 
over three years. FFV’s commitment to Lets Talk will mean 
working groups can be established by locals to meet local 
needs in Colac and Hamilton.

The funding from FFV will enable Lets Talk to employ 
a Community Engagement Officer in both locations to 
support the establishment and continuation of these 
groups and to cater for the wider South-West region.

Rodney Lavin, Chairman of Freemasons Foundation Victoria, 
congratulated the organisation on the essential work they 
undertake in the local community and that Freemasons 
Foundation is very pleased to support a worthy cause.

Lets Talk started in 2016, as a community response to a spate 
of suicides in South-West Victoria. These tragic events took a 
terrible toll on the families and friends of those involved.

The community responded by coming together and 
identified three key objectives: 

• Break down the stigma around mental health 

• Encourage help-seeking behaviour 

• Raise the level of community competence in 
supporting someone with mental health issues 

Over the past five years Lets Talk Speakers and Volunteer 
Ambassadors have presented to over 14,000 people across 
the South-West. They aim to increase health literacy, share 
thoughts of acceptance and support and hear a personal 
journey from someone local and relatable so that sufferers 
know they are not alone. 

Mount Shadwell Lodge No. 178 has been a strong supporter 
of Lets Talk since its inception. WBro. Ross MacDonald 
regularly fundraised with the Lodge and facilitated a 
$50,000 grant through Freemasons Foundation Victoria. 
The current WM of Mount Shadwell, WBro. Craig Wood, has 
continued this work and is a board member of the Lets Talk 
Foundation.

“Lets Talk and Freemasonry are the perfect synergy”, WBro. 
Wood stated. “One of our major premises as Freemasons 
is supporting each other and our families. In most cases 
we are able to have frank and open discussions with our 
Brethren and we are well placed within the community to 
help others to do the same. When people feel they have the 
freedom to discuss their mental health without judgment it 
can be very liberating and enables a support network to be 
put in place.”

Lets Talk would like to see its model replicated all over the 
state with communities adopting the concept and tailoring 
the initiative to their owns needs. There are Freemasons 
groups in Gippsland who are already volunteering to do just 
this.

If you would like to learn more about Lets Talks 
work or get involved visit: 
www.letstalkaustralia.org or find them on 
Facebook
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Members of Lets Talk and Freemasons with a $300,000 cheque that was donated to the mental health charity.  
Picture: Morgan Hancock

6





Bequests 
In 1889, the Board of Benevolence was established at the time of the formation of the United Grand Lodge of 
Victoria (UGLV) with a donation of 500 pounds by Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Sir William Clarke, 
Baronet.

The philanthropic giving by Freemasons within Victoria over the past 130 years is something that we can all be 
immensely proud of. It is the aim of the Foundation to continue this tradition for generations to follow. 

One way to support your Foundation is to make a bequest to the Freemasons Benevolent Fund. Your bequest 
will become part of Freemasons’ philanthropy in Victoria well into the future.

What is a Bequest? 

A bequest is a gift included in your Will, a bequest 
can be:

• a portion (%) of a person’s whole estate

• a portion (%) of the residual estate (that 
is, the sum remaining after creditors have 
been paid)

• a set sum of money

• property (land, goods or chattels, bric-a-
brac)

• shares, cash, hybrids, life insurance policy, 
annuities and other types of investments

• works of art or memorabilia

Making a bequest to an entity is accomplished in 
two ways: by including the entity in a Will or by 
adding a codicil to an existing Will.

Every person who joins the 1889 Bequest Society 
this year will be known as a Founding Member 
and will be thanked and acknowledged with these 
individually crafted tokens of our appreciation.

Bequest Society
Many organisations establish a bequest society. 
They are particularly successful for organisations 
that have a long history. The main purpose of a 
bequest society is to thank and acknowledge 
people in their lifetime. Furthermore, a bequest 
society exists to inform, steward and assist people 
plan their estate. It also provides the organisation 
an opportunity to learn how the bequestors 
bequest should be used.

In summary:

• Bequest societies exist to thank and 
acknowledge people in their lifetime

• Bequest societies help to inform and 
educate potential bequestors about the 
possibilities they can consider with their 
intended bequest

• Bequest societies are a very useful vehicle 
for promoting bequests via the pictures 
and stories they produce that can be 
shared

Making a bequest today will not change your bank 
balance tomorrow.1889 Bequest Society

The 1889 Bequest Society was established to 
recognise and acknowledge people in their lifetime 
and can assist people to discover how they can 
create their own legacy.

If you have included Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria or either of its two registered charities;

The Freemasons Public Charitable Foundation or 
Freemasons Benevolent Fund, in your Will please 
let us know and you will be invited to join the 1889 
Bequest Society.

Appropriate wording to make a bequest or to add a 
codicil can be found on our website  
www.freemasonsfoundation.org or to obtain 
further information please contact Neil Cripps on 
(03) 8535 4780 or by email  
enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org 

Founding Members
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METRO VICTORIA

On Tuesday 27 April, Mount Scopus and Collegians’ 
Lodge No. 689 celebrated their 400th meeting. 

In 1983, Mt. Scopus Collegians' Lodge No. 827 (consecrated 
1950) and Mount Scopus Lodge No. 689 (consecrated 1963) 
amalgamated to form Mount Scopus and Collegians’ Lodge 
No. 689. 

The meeting opened with a double Second Degree for 
Brothers Michael Chereshsky and Daniel Bruce. 

Lodge Secretary WBro. Harry Adlerstein presented on the 
history of the Lodges and WBro. Warren Baffsky gave a 
detailed history of how their Tyler’s Sword came to be. It was 
originally presented to the Lodge of Tradition, lost for many 
years, and was rediscovered recently during a cleanout. 

Five candidates joined in the South for post-meeting 
festivities of which two are preparing for their initiation.

A Double Second Degree  was conducted for Bro. Michael 
Chereshky and Bro. Daniel Bruce (pictured with the WBro. 
Richard Wainstein).

400thth

MeetingFreemasonry makes good men 
better and Reach Foundation helps 

young people become the best version 
of themselves.

Reach Foundation runs workshops 
to connect with young people, equip 
them with the tools to set goals, and 
give them the skills to navigate life’s 
challenges. They reach out to 40,000 
young people per year, having helped a million young 
Australians since 1994.

In the morning of 29 April, a group of Brethren, out of their 
own accord, sponsored a table at the Reach Foundation 
Breakfast Fundraiser.

Their table consisted of a WM, MM, FC, EA, and a Candidate 
from Lodges across Melbourne and beyond. Guests 
included Brendan Kyne (Dep. Grand Sup. of Education), 
Roger Wells (Kensington Lodge), David Tong and Callan 
Heaney (City of Footscray and Wyndham Lodge), Robert 
Coslovich (Garibaldi Lodge), Beau Vinar (Berwick Balcara 
Lodge), Roman Korchev (Duke of Sussex Lodge), Thomas 
Wallace (Master Mason from Connecticut), Shane 
Antonio (Fellowcraft from London), and Adam Rappaport 
(candidate).

Guests were touched by stories shared that morning. 
Everyone was grateful for the opportunity to contribute to 
the future of Australia, helping disadvantaged youth and 
making young people become better people. They helped 
raise $4,000 for the Reach Foundation.

Reach Foundation  
Charity Breakfast
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On ANZAC Day we commemorate the 
first major military action fought 

by Australian and New Zealand forces 
during the First World War. We also 
commemorate the lives of Australians 
who we lost in subsequent wars and 
military and peacekeeping operations. 

The Knox War Memorial records the 
names of all men and women from 
the Knox municipal area who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice.

The members of Peace and Loyalty 
Lodge No. 261 conducted an ANZAC 

ceremony at the Knox War Memorial 
where they laid floral tributes.

Guest speakers included RWBro. Hurtle 
Lupton OAM and Bro. Nick Wakeling 
MP Member for Ferntree Gully. Also in 
attendance was the Mayor of Knox City 
Council Cr Lisa Cooper. 

The Lodge also thanks Ferntree Gully 
Rotary and Christine Anderson. 

The event was well attended with over 
200 members of the public and scouting 
associations.

ANZAC
DAY REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

Knox War Memorial    
Sunday 25 April 2021
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WBro. John Blyth

Life, career &  
Masonry

Heagney, Jim Forsyth and Trevor 
Henley – imbued in him the skills of 
rhythm, ensemble, intonation and 
performance.

John says he was lost academically at 
secondary school, but it was at school 
camps with Frankston CEBS, Lord 
Somers Camp and Camberwell’s Mt 
Disappointment campus that taught 
leadership and survival.

Being younger than most of his 
classmates, the outdoor abilities 
of cooking, fishing and reading 
maps, brought out the attributes of 
being a leader. The seriousness and 
ruggedness of the bush, away from 
family, helped him to grow.

As a teenager, he had little idea of 
what he wanted to do in life, so his 
late mother Val encouraged him to 
become a trainee accountant in the 
interim. He studied at RMIT, and later 
at the David Syme School of Business 
at Caulfield (now Monash).

At work as an accountant at firms 
such as the Sandvik engineering 
group, Gillette and Telstra, they all 
involved him increasingly in sales 
and marketing. He went on to study 
more in those disciplines at Monash 
University.

In his employment at Telstra, his boss, 
the late Roger Levy wore a Square 
and Compasses pin in his lapel. 
“The reason I joined Freemasonry is 
because he was able to explain what 
it was.”

John says that his father and his 
grandfather were both members of 
the Craft, but it was an era where 
members said little.

 John joined Lodge of 
Mount Waverley No. 801 
in 1995, and went through 
all ceremonial positions, 

becoming Master in 2000, an 
era of fond memories.

He particularly recalls the 
importance that a group of Past 
Masters played in maintaining 
high standards of ceremonial 
work. 

John joined Other Orders. His 
first choice was Royal Arch in 
which he became a Grand 
Steward; Chapter helped him 
with spiritual understanding. He 

says Mark Masonry taught him the 
life lessons “perseverance in the face 
of adversity” and to avoid judging the 
work of others.

He enjoys his involvements with the 
Royal and Select Masters (PGSwdB), 
and the Scottish Rite. In non-COVID 
times, he spends about two nights a 
week at Lodge, and is currently Grand 
Director of Ceremonies with Mark. 

John says he likes to contribute, and 
the most valuable thing for him is “to 
help people coming through.”

In work as well as Masonry, John 
Blyth strives to continually grow. In 
2015, after talks with Masonic friends 
including John and Rosemary Evans, 
he took on a post-graduate course in 
jurisprudence at RMIT.

His post-nominals B.Bus (Acc.) and 
M.Bus (J.D.) – J.D. for Juris. Doctor 
– saw him admitted as an officer 
of the Supreme Court of Victoria, 
and practising as a solicitor at a 
commercial law firm, specialising in 
areas such as commercial disputes, 
estate planning, powers-of-attorney, 
property law. He doesn’t touch 
criminal law or family law. He is due 
to accept his full practising certificate 
within the next few months.

"Freemasonry has helped with lessons of ‘dignified 
conduct’ at all times"

As ham radio operator VK3XR, 
WBro. John Blyth recalls 

communicating with astronauts on 
the STS-11 space shuttle.

In his hobby, in his work as a solicitor, 
and Masonically, much of John’s life is 
about listening.

In his amateur radio hobby, John 
reckons he listens 99 per cent of the 
time and transmits for the other one 
per cent. He makes an exception for 
on-air chats with WBro. David Game 
– VK3BJV – at Kyneton, and three or 
four others.

John also makes a bit of a noise with 
the Essendon Symphony Orchestra, 
where he plays oboe. John had almost 
40 years with the Victorian Concert 
Orchestra, as well as the Zelman 
Memorial Orchestra, and Monash 
University Orchestra.

His deep love of music (his car 
registration is ‘OBOE’) stems from his 
days at Burwood State School and 
Camberwell Grammar.

He says his parents went without to 
send him to Camberwell, where music 
mentors – John Mallinson, Roger 

"perseverance in the 
face of adversity and to 
avoid judging the work of 
others"
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Away from work, John also has a 
keen interest in trains, and a long-
time project is to build a 1:12 model of 
‘Heavy Harry’, the largest locomotive 
ever built in Australia. He also has an 
ongoing interest in Victorian railway 
history, especially the DERMs (Diesel 
Electric Rail Motors).

John Blyth says his work and Masonic 
lives can collide. He has a strong sense 
of fair play, and he feels offended or 
disrupted if he sees bad behaviour.

He says his Grand Lodge team 
involvements have taught him 
about dignity, ethics, fair play, good 
communications and following the 
rule of ‘doing unto others as you 
would have them do to you.’

He says he has made mistakes along 
the way, and that Freemasonry has 
helped with lessons of ‘dignified 
conduct’ at all times. 

John believes that Freemasons 
Victoria is now in a far better place 
than it has been, but that there is 
still an appetite from members for 
change, and at a faster pace than it 
has occurred to date. He intends to 
play his part.

Freemasonry has its own unique 
words. To WBro. John Blyth, the 
Journal concludes with the ham radio 
message of ‘73’ – (our compliments 
and best regards).

"taught him about dignity, 
ethics, fair play, good 
communications"

Clean-up Day
In July members covered some 

ground cleaning up Whittlesea, a 
beautiful and clean town which only 
netted five bags of rubbish. Well done 
to those that helped and a special 
thanks to Richard Welch for drawing 
out the ‘trailer full of wood’ fundraiser 
warmheartedly held by the Whittlesea 
Lodge No. 256.

Len's Lobby
RWBro. Len Jinnette's 

extraordinary 79-year 
Masonic service was saluted at 
Freemasons Ivalda on Thursday 
19 May, following the meeting of 
Samaritan Daylight Lodge.

RWBro. Barry Reaper, PDGM, 
led the salute, detailing Len's 
extensive life in Freemasonry 
since 1942, which has included 
being a Worshipful Master on 
10 separate occasions. The ante 
room at Freemasons Ivalda was 
officially named ‘Len's Lobby', 
partly in recognition of his 
decades of volunteer work with 
the Ivalda Temple Trust.

MWBro. Richard Elkington, Grand 
Master, made a special trip from 
Traralgon to be at the event. 
He spoke of Len's exceptional 
contributions to Freemasonry. 
He announced that Len would 
be a recipient of the fraternity's 
highest honour, the Grand 
Master's Order of Service. 

The Grand Master will present Len 
with his Order of Service at his 
home, or at the next meeting of 
Samaritan Daylight Lodge. 

A well-attended gathering, which 
included a number of Len's family 
members, as well as a large group 
of his many Masonic friends, 
attended the Lodge's South, at 
which a number of laudatory 
speeches were offered. Len holds 
the rank of PSGW. He marked his 
99th birthday in May this year. 

METRO VICTORIA

Masonic Studies
The Victorian Lodge of Research  
No. 218

Congratulations to WBro. Richard 
Shelly and Bro. Ascanio Tartaglia on 
their achievements in Masonic Studies 
pictured with WBro. Brendan Kyne, 
Deputy Grand Superintendent of 
Education (centre).

RWBro. Len Jinnette and  
MWBro. Richard Elkington
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REGIONAL VICTORIA

members in personal development 
and enhance their relationship-
building skills. 

After completing the course, members 
will be able to mentor and assist their 
fellow members in developing skills 
and competency in their various 
appointments within the Lodge.

Pictured are Peter Barrand (centre) 
in his role as District Coordinator, 
presenting certificates to Gary Miles 
and Richard Dahl marking their 
successful completion of the program.

Valuable Mentoring Skills

Growing
together

Masonic Lodges, after being closed 
for the best part of a year, are 

finally reopening for members to 
meet and socialise under COVID-safe 
conditions (at time of writing).

Despite being unable to get together 
on a formal basis last year, individual 
members have not been idle during 
the pandemic lockdown and have 
used the enforced break to gain 
some valuable mentoring skills by 
participating in an online course 
designed by the Freemasons Victoria 
Membership Team.

Three members of the Portland 
Lodge of Victoria; WBro. Gary Miles, 
Bro. Richard Dahl and WBro. Peter 
Barrand, participated in the course, 
which consisted of six video modules 
with questions and answers, each 
reinforced by a live online chat session 
with an accredited mentor trainer.

This was the initial round of what 
will be an ongoing program which is 
designed to encourage and empower 

At their regular meeting on Thursday 20 May, Portland 
Freemasons hosted two guest speakers from 

Ambulance Victoria, Tim Fraser, Senior Team Manager AV 
Portland and Peter McCormick, Senior Team Manager AV 
Greater Geelong Region.

Tim and Peter explained how to use the recently 
purchased defibrillator unit, demonstrated the basic CPR 
method and talked about AV’s First Responder Program. 
They shared stories of people suffering from heart 
attacks who were saved by quick intervention from First 
Responder volunteers living nearby who arrived before 
ambulance crews, commencing CPR and where available, 
using a defibrillator to regulate the patient’s heartbeat. 

After discussions with Tim and Peter, Lodge members 
decided that the most appropriate place to house 
the defibrillator will be on the outside of the building, 
ensuring that the unit is available to the public 24/7. 

Freemasons Victoria is a community organisation, our 
defibrillator was purchased with a community grant 
from United Way Glenelg, and the best way to serve the 
Portland community is to make it accessible to everyone, 
all the time.

Tim and Peter were delighted with the decision, saying 
that they hope to establish a network of fully-accessible 
defibrillator units across Portland and the Freemasons 
unit in Percy Street will be an important cog in that plan. 

Portland Defibrillators
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WBro. Ivan Hardy PGStdB, Master 
of Eureka Daylight Lodge, 

presented a beautiful plaque at 
the banquet following his recent 
installation. The plaque contains the 
names of Brethren deceased from the 
Lodge since 2010 as well as those of 
ladies who were part of the Masonic 
family. It sits beside a lantern with a 
candle to serve as a reminder of those 
who have passed to the Grand Lodge 
Above.

WE REMEMBER

No One Left Behind
Kyabram Lodge No. 225 donated 

$1,000 to the Kyabram Community 
& Learning Centre (KCLC) to assist its 
Food Share Program.  

Before COVID-19, the Lodge gathered 
funds through sausage sizzles at 
Minger’s Mitre 10 in Kyabram and 
from individual member donations. 

The Lodge recognised the valuable 
contribution of the Food Share 
Program in 2019 and wanted to be 
part of the journey.  

The program provides meals to more 
than 35 families per week and food 
is also available from a ‘giving place’ 
where people can receive a meal 
anonymously.  

KCLC provide food hampers and 
frozen meals which are healthy, 
sustainable and ready-to-go. These 
hampers will be available Monday-
Friday from 9:00am-5:00pm when 
restrictions ease. 

The Food Share Program also provides 

an opportunity to identify why people 
need support and what support they 
require. KCLC also assists people 
in accessing support and outreach 
services. 

The donation from the Kyabram 
Lodge will be used to assist Food 
Share to keep the pantry stocked 
during Winter. Donations of non-
perishable food items are welcomed 
by the community.

Left Image: RWBro. John McTaggart  
       JGW, Installing Master

Right Image: RWBro. McTaggart with  
          WBro. Ivan Hardy 

Inside the food pantry: David Blake (Worshipful Master), Anthony Quantrell, 
Geoff Partridge, Jennifer Savage (CEO KCLC) and John Miller.
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Timboon  
lives on
In 2019, Timboon Lodge No. 821 was 

down, mainly due to the ageing 
population of its members and lack of 
candidates. 

Timboon is a small rural town in 
South-West Victoria with a population 
of 1,250. 

The Lodge was preparing to hand in 
its Warrant. It relied heavily on visitors 
to fill in for Officers. 

Lodge Secretary WBro. Kelvin Grant 
wanted to initiate his son Matt before 
the Lodge closed, so that Matt could 
rightly say “Timboon Lodge is my 
Mother Lodge.”

Word travelled to Lodges in nearby 
towns, namely Camperdown, Colac 
and Warrnambool, that Kelvin wished 
to initiate his son and that Timboon 
Lodge desperately needed Brethren 
to fill in and present the charges. 

Timboon Lodge was inundated with 
offers of help from all around the 
district and on the night of Matt’s 
initiation, the Lodge room was at full 
capacity, something that hadn’t hap-
pened at Timboon for years. 

Soon after, COVID-19 struck, and 
Masonic ceremonial meetings were 
paused indefinitely. 

Bro. Matt was unable attend Lodge af-
ter his initiation and while in ‘Masonic 
downtime’ he spoke highly of his first 
night as a Freemason to friends and 
family. 

The future of Timboon 
Lodge No. 821 will continue 
to shine in regional Victoria.

The last Emergency Services (ES) 
meeting since 2019 was the 

Rosebank Lodge meeting transferred 
to Mortlake’s Mount Shadwell Lodge 
on 12 March 2020 and just missed the 
Lodge closure requirements. WBro. 
Chris Woods hosted the 17-member 
Emergency Services team led by 
VWBro. Ron Fleming.

The four ES meetings usually 
conducted across the year have 
become a highlight for these brethren 
along with fellow visiting Freemasons.

 

The ES night at Cobden Lodge 
commenced with support from the 
late WBro. Tom Webster during his 
term as Worshipful Master. Following 
the Lodge returning its Warrant in 
2002, WBro. Webster joined Hampden 
Lodge and continued arranging 
these meetings. The Lodge returned 
its Warrant in 2014, and the night 
transferred to Rosebank Lodge at 
Beeac.

Moorpanyal Lodge ES meetings date 
from 1978 with organisation by the 
late WBros Mal Gear and Alex Everett.

The original Fireman’s night held 
at the Carrum Lodge in 1953 was 
attended by 83 uniformed members. 
In early years only CFA volunteers 
attended but later changed to 
embrace CFA, MFB, Victoria Police and 
Ambulance Victoria. 

Since Carrum Lodge returned its 
warrant in 1992, the ES meeting 
moved to Freemasons Keysborough 
and hosted by Lodge Valiant, Parkdale 
Lodge, Lodge Eumemmering and 
since 1998, by The Mordialloc Lodge of 
Charity.

The visiting WM who leads the ES 
team is recorded on the Carrum 

Lodge Firemen’s Night WMs Board. 
All Emergency Services meetings only 
work a Second Degree.

RWBro. Col Langley PSGW has been 
instrumental in continuing this 
night. The 2021 meeting in May was 
cancelled the night before due to 
lockdown.

ES members now look forward to the 
possibility of celebrating the belated 
60th Anniversary meeting at Guiding 
Star Lodge, Freemasons Ballarat on 6 
October.

The Ballarat meetings commenced 
when WBro. Max Reeves, CFA Station 
Officer at Ballarat City Fire Station 
was Worshipful Master of Sebastopol 
Lodge in 1960. With the assistance of 
WBro. Stan Marshall, he continued to 
arrange meetings until his passing. 

RWBro. Marshall and Brother Stan 
Kneeshaw continued the meetings 
and drawing ES members from across 
the state.

The amalgamation of three Ballarat 
Lodges in 1999 formed the Guiding 
Star Lodge. They continued to host 
the meetings at Sebastopol and 
since 2012 at Freemasons Ballarat. 
Since 2011, VWBro. Ron Fleming has 
organised the meetings.

Traditionally the candidate for the 
Second Degree at all ES meetings is 
a member of an emergency services 
agency. Members travel great 
distances to be part of the team or 
to visit. They enjoy the fellowship of 
many who they only met at these 
meetings. Brethren attending in 
the uniforms of their agencies adds 
another dimension to the decorum 
and colour of these Lodge meetings.

Emergency Services Meetings

The Emergency Services team with members of Mt Shadwell Lodge on 12 
March 2020.

The Carrum Lodge Firemen’s WM’s 
Board.

Attendees to the Carrum Lodge 
meetings received a button.
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Masonic
Counselling 
S e r v i c e s 
The Grand Master has endorsed a free of cost 
Telehealth counselling service conducted by 
Dr Ted Stephens our resident Psychologist for 
Freemasons and their families.  
 
Total confidentiality is ensured with no 
requirement to visit a GP clinic for a bulk billed 
Mental Health Plan. Any member or dependent 
can ask for a confidential mental health 
consultation by reaching out to Dr Ted directly.

To arrange a consultation 
Dr Ted can be reached 
directly by SMS text on  
0427 643 221

How to contact Dr Ted

Dr Ted brings to counselling a background as farmer, 
teacher, academic, school psychologist and family 
therapist. 

He has been acknowledged for his work as a 
psychologist with the Advance Australia Award and 
Order of Australia for introducing the Peer Support 
Program and counselling in 600 Primary and 
Secondary schools. 

Dr Ted Stephens has formal qualifications in 
psychology from three universities. Registered as a 
psychologist in 1989 he first practised in Victorian 
Primary and Secondary schools. Over the past 10 
years Dr Ted has been in private practice counselling 
clients across their lifespan including students and 
couples. He is also providing support for clients self-
medicating on alcohol and other drugs and assisting 
with skills to deal with workplace bullying.

Brother Ted was initiated as a Freemason in 1961 
at Lord Brassey Lodge in Leongatha. He was the 
Junior Deacon in the 1996 Grand Team and is now a 
member of the Berwick Balcara Lodge. 

Dr Ted will soon be facilitating the inaugural Peer 
Support Program when Victorian lockdown 

restrictions allow it.                

This very first trial of the Peer Support Program will 
be conducted by Dr Ted in the South following the 
formal Lodge meeting. This fifteen-minute session 
will involve all members and visitors.

The Peer Support Program is an extension and 
enrichment of our Masonic ritual and offers life 
skills on how to practise the rules of our ritual. 
Essential to the program is the further development 
of communication skills, assertiveness training, 
acknowledging others and conflict management. 
These skills are presented and practised within a fun 
atmosphere of no put downs.

For the past 12 months, Bro. Ted has been 
counselling Victorian Freemasons and their 
families as they deal with the added pressures of 
lockdowns, anxiety, depression and loss of income. 
These pressures are a compelling reminder of the 
importance of positive connections with others in 
order to lead a happy, rewarding life.

The skills of improved social connectedness are 
learnable within structured regular peer support 
sessions. Evaluation of the first session will be 
documented and available to all Lodges.

About RWBro. Dr Ted Stephens OAM

Peer     
  Support
C O M I N G  S O O N
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Alex Thomson 
Property Manager, Freemasons 
Victoria 
Peace and Loyalty Lodge No. 261

Getting back to normality is the 
biggest thing. I look forward to 
travelling and spending time with 
my grandkids in New Zealand and 
Queensland, and socialising without 
worry. 

Frank Warner 
Acting CEO, Freemasons Victoria

I had the opportunity to get 
vaccinated locally with my wife. My 
son and father-in-law both reside in 
the UK, and I look forward to seeing 
them in person when international 
travel resumes. 

Graham Berry 
Lodge Support Manager Freemasons 
Victoria, 
St. Andrew’s in the South No. 149

I want to travel freely and visit family 
in the UK. I also want to go to the 
World Cup in Qatar next year to watch 
Scotland play!

Garry Runge 
Grand Secretary Freemasons Victoria, 
Berwick Balcara Lodge No. 359

Getting vaccinated protects me from 
contracting Covid-19 and helps the 
community return to normality.

Lance McGregor 
Freemasons Victoria Office Volunteer, 
Lord Carrington Lodge No. 111

It is important that I protect myself 
due to existing health conditions and 
I am now ready for my second dose. 
I’m hoping it will allow me to travel 
interstate and overseas again. 

David Norgate 
Ashlar Lodge No. 127 UGLQ

It was a simple health decision; I 
have a hereditary lung disease that 
will eventually require me to have a 
double lung transplant. If I get Covid 
and I get sick enough to require 
intubation, there is a strong possibility 
that I would not survive. The vaccine 
(AZ) offers a level of safety.

Kevin Law 
Star of the East Lodge No. 116

I did get vaccinated, remember polio, 
TB to name a few?

David Manallack 
Brighton District No. 37

Vacillation or vaccination? Too easy.  
I took vaccination. In fact, I was 
vaccinated far earlier than others in 
Australia, as I took part in a clinical trial 
(2020). I was the guinea pig. A sentinel.  
I’ve now had 4 jabs for COVID. If 
worried? See your doctor.

Simon Altman 
The Bank Place Lodge No. 942

As Freemasons we should be thinking 
about others and doing our best 
to reduce the health impact in the 
broader community. Being vaccinated 
is not just personal, it's also about 
protecting people by being socially 
conscious through the impact of your 
actions. You don't know the personal 
situation of the stranger you pass 
in the hallway who may be going 
through or have family that is high 
risk, going through treatment of some 
kind, or immunocompromised.

Robert Pullin 
Rosebank Lodge No. 348

When I want medical advice, I talk 
to my doctor. He advised me to get 
vaccinated, so I did – Simple.

Ken Dashwood 
Cohuna Lodge No. 227

I felt it was the responsible thing to 
do. We are a vulnerable group due 
to age and during our meetings 
close contact is often unavoidable. 
As I have a pacemaker, I am already 
on blood thinners and therefore 
was not concerned about blood 
clotting. To ensure this pandemic is 
controllable we should and must all 
get vaccinated.

Bob Hindle 
Weston Street United Lodge  
No. 94

Because it’s the right thing to do.  
We are all in this together.

Peter Berkeley 
Sandringham District Lodge No. 220

I hummed and hawed about it for 
some time. I have a fear of needles, 
my biggest problem. But I am also a 
diabetic and my doctor insisted. So I 
went ahead, with no reactions and am 
glad now.

William O’Shea 
Lodge of Australia Felix No. 1

I am the CEO of a fairly large in-home 
care business, and we are accredited 
to provide in home aged care to those 
who receive Government packages. 
We are also NDIS, TAC and Work 
Safe accredited to provide care to 
those recipients. My wife Susan is the 
Care Supervisor and so to set a good 
example to our staff and clients we 
decided to get vaccinated.

 
Rahim Samat 
Ivanhoe Grammarians Lodge No. 584

Freemasons are friendly sociable 
citizens. Our principles inculcate us to 
follow the law of the land. We should 
be an example of a good citizen. My 
role as Northern District No. 116 DCO I 
regularly meet Freemasons at Lodges 
and potential Freemasons within 
the district for interviews and socials 
activities. I need to protect myself and 
others from this dreadful COVID-19.

Bruce Stockdale 
The Mordialloc Lodge of Charity No. 258

I wear a seat belt, I wait for the green 
light, I wear a helmet when I ride, 
I have a flu injection every year. I 
follow laws and advice from relevant 
professionals, particularly when it 
improves my safety. I don't want to 
become ill and risk an unavoidable 
death. I don't want to expose my 
family, friends, or colleagues to a 
deadly virus if I can possibly help it.

James Trigg 
Victoria Lodge No. 82

Apart from protecting myself, I believe 
it is my duty as a citizen to do my part 
to help protect others. My second 
dose is booked for next weekend. 

Why did you decide to get vaccinated and what are you looking forward to 
most post-pandemic?

Vaccinated Masons

17 WINTER 2021 freemasonsvic.net.au



Gregorios Lodge No. 865

The first words a candidate utters 
in Lodge are "I am." In taking a 
step back from the pavement, 
he takes control of his destiny. 
As enlightened beings, we need 
to take the health (and the very 
lives) of ourselves and those 
around us seriously. It is our 
Masonic duty to get vaccinated 
unless we have a legitimate 
medical condition that makes it 
contraindicated.

Johnathon Harvey 
Williamstown St. Andrew Lodge 
No. 470

My commitment to all 
Freemasons (many of which are 
in the older age bracket), my work 
colleagues, friends and family is 
that we do everything we can to 
protect ourselves. So of course, I 
got myself vaccinated as soon as 
I could.

Tevita Topui 
Duke of Abercorn Lodge No. 137

I do a large amount of volunteer 
work for Department of 
Justice (Victoria Police) as an 
Independent Third Person. I was 
eligible to be vaccinated early and 
did so to protect my safety, the 
safety of my young family and 
people I work with voluntarily or 
paid. 

Leigh Andrea 
Sir John Quick Lodge No. 933

Defence of your nation 
sometimes requires the need to 
bear arms. With COVID it means 
getting your guns out by rolling 
up your sleeve and bearing 
your arm for a vaccination. Do 
we know if it's 100%  risk free? 
We don't know if it is, but no 
digger who has fought against 
a threat to our nation, went 
to war guaranteed of coming 
home. I know talk of patriotism 
isn't palatable to everyone, but 
you need to ask yourself, do you 
care enough about your fellow 
Australians, are you willing to risk 
yourself to help your nation?
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The Grand Master's Message

MWBro. Richard Elkington
Grand Master 

United Grand Lodge of Victoria

Despite a series of stop-start 
lockdowns over various parts of 

Victoria in recent times, I am delighted 
to say that the work of Freemasons 
Victoria continues at full steam.

At the time of writing, Masonic 
Centres and Lodges outside the 
Greater Melbourne area have been 
able to re-open. Members are happy 
to get back to regular meetings, and 
to enjoy each other's company in the 
Lodge Room and 'South' ... physically 
distanced, of course.

Members are active again (at time 
of writing) starting to clear the 
backlog of First Degree ceremonies. 
In some cases, 'emergency' Saturday 
meetings have been taking place, 
with quadruple candidates being 
welcomed into our Order. Some 
Lodges have been meeting twice on 
the same day. Ongoing contact with 
our candidates, and all applicants, 
is vital. Please make sure that you 
continue to kindle their interest.

In the coming months, we hope 
that these welcomes will be 
repeated all over Victoria. I want to 
particularly thank the staff at the 
Grand Secretariat, members of the 
Membership Volunteer Action Team, 
District Coordinators, and Lodges, for 
their ongoing enthusiasm. We have a 
great fraternity, let's proudly share it.

For those Lodges which have been 
unable to re-open in person, it has 
been gratifying to see contact being 
maintained by members meeting 
for social and business meetings on 
online platforms such as Zoom.

Additionally, it is praiseworthy that 
Lodges are keeping up their contact 
with isolated members and widows. 
During lockdown, these Masonic VIPs 
are particularly vulnerable, and even a 
brief phone call can brighten their day, 
more than we might realise.

Each of us still has the opportunity 
for Masonic Advancement every 
day. Perhaps it is by reading, 

completing online education courses, 
or sharpening our ritual learning; 
we can continue to be Masonically 
productive in uncertain times. Plans 
are advancing for our Masonic Centre 
of Excellence incorporating library, 
museum and learning facilities. It is 
genuinely exciting.

Our charitable giving through the 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria 
is uninterrupted. There are great 
incentives for Lodges to check out 
the opportunities for giving at the 
moment.

I am so honoured with the wonderful 
support from the great majority of 
our members towards our collegiate 
focus on improving the behaviour 
and culture of our organisation. It is 
abundantly clear that time is up for 
the handful who are determined to 
be defiantly undisciplined. We are 
an order of outstanding men; clearly, 
there is zero tolerance towards the 
diminishing few still set on improper 
conduct.

I know that the primary focal point 
in our Craft is to be happy, and to be 
alongside our Brothers. However, I 
want to thank members statewide, 
for their energy in the discussions 
about change. We are assembling an 
organisation and structure that will 
be 'match-fit' for the rest of the 21st 
Century and beyond. My gratitude to 
all who have shared their ideas about 
how best, together, we can achieve 
this.

In times of uncertainty, we can always 
be certain about Freemasonry. Let us 
count ourselves as being so fortunate 
that each of us is part of a worthwhile 
brotherhood with more than six 
million members worldwide. We are 
good men who quite deliberately 
want to be better men. We are making 
the world a better place.

We can be proud to be 
Freemasons.

"the work of Freemasons 
Victoria continues at full 
steam"

"the primary focal point in 
our Craft is to be happy, 
and to be alongside our 
Brothers"
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Psalm 133 is a piece of scripture with 
which most Freemasons should 

be familiar. The VSL on the Worshipful 
Master’s pedestal is usually opened 
on the page with this Psalm which 
begins something like this, “Behold 
how good and pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!”

Most dictionaries, and even Google, 
invariably define UNITY as ‘the 
quality of not being multiple'. In other 
words, a state of oneness, of being 
joined as a whole, of being united. 
In a similar vein, Abraham Lincoln, 
speaking before the Republican State 
Convention of 1858 quoted the Gospel 
of Matthew and drew an analogy to 
reinforce the need for unity stating 
that - “A house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” John Lennon imagined 
a world in unity. He dreamt it, and he 
hoped someday [many would join him 
and] the world would be as one. 

British novelist, social historian and 
satirist, Terence White, in his book 
“The Once and Future King” wrote: 
“The Destiny of Man is to unite, not 
to divide. If you keep on dividing you 
end up as a collection of monkeys 
throwing nuts at each other out 
from separate trees.” We are also 
often told that unity is strength, and 
division is weakness. Our late Brother 
Sir Winston Churchill summed it up 
succinctly when he said: “When there 
is no enemy within, the enemies 
without cannot hurt you.”

A few years ago, at an Annual 
Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines, the Very 
Worshipful Grand Orator, Brother 
Richard Nethercott spoke about 
unity within Freemasonry. He said 
that the enemies of Freemasonry 
and Freemasons are plenty. They 
lurk and they are in our midst. They 
bring discord, intrigue, and ultimately, 
division. He pointed out that these 
enemies begin innocently enough, not 
noticeable, but then they start sowing 
the seeds of disunity, which later leads 
to arguments, disagreements, and 
factionalism.

These enemies are commonplace. 
Like water cutting through stone, they 
are persistent and tireless, waiting 
a time with patience until the rock 
of our unity cracks and, ultimately, 
breaks.

Fortunately, these enemies are readily 
identifiable. They are not who, but 
rather, what. They are not people, nor 
groups of people. They are instead 
Attitude, Character and Action.

To be more exact, they are Bad 
Attitude, Bad Character, and Bad 
Action, and I use the word “Bad” 
deliberately with all its moral 
connotations of poor quality, low 
standard, unpleasant, undesirable 
and unwelcome. Bad Attitude 
towards a brother causes hurt, and 
if uncorrected leads to ill feelings, 
and ultimately hatred. Bad Character 
offends, not just a brother but 
sometimes even an entire Lodge 
or District, and if it goes unchecked 
results in resentment and animosity. 
Bad Action (or wrongdoing) towards 
a brother or a Lodge, causes injury, 
brings suffering, and leaves a lasting 
scar – if not rectified, it induces 
hostility, and eventually, division.

Bad Attitude, Bad Character, and 
Bad Action. They disrupt HARMONY, 
and threaten UNITY, and are, 
therefore, enemies of Freemasonry. 
Harmony is Unity - it is important; 
it is indispensable to our existence. 
The Ancients knew this, the founders 
of Freemasonry knew this, Lincoln, 
Churchill and Lennon knew this. The 
Brethren who joined together to form 
the United Grand Lodge of Victoria 
knew this – because the growth of 
human civilisations is founded on the 
growth of human unity.

Make no mistake, Harmony does not 
mean that we must surrender our 
individuality or agree on everything 
every time. Far from it. A personal 
example came to mind as I was 
preparing this address. My father and I 
did not see eye to eye on many things 
and we shared many an argument, 
but I do recall one Sunday evening 
some years ago when my father was 
alive, and the two of us were sitting on 
the living room couch listening to the 
song ‘Brothers in Arms’. I remember 
that time like it was yesterday.

We were enjoying the music as 
it flowed over us, the guitar solo 
bringing to each of us some calmness 
of spirit, and, as we were both 
individually drinking-in the inspiring 
music, our trance was suddenly 
shattered as my young son came 

bounding into the room with a loud, 
"It’s Dire Straits!”

You see, my dad and I were in 
harmony that afternoon, receiving 
from the music what each of us 
wanted to hear, or needed to hear. But 
for my son, he was just happy that he 
could recognise that it was the British 
rock band, Dire Straits.

And so it is with Freemasons. In the 
harmony of the Lodge, we all hear the 
same ritual, see the same ceremony, 
immerse ourselves in the same work, 
and accept the same teachings and 
principles. To some our work in Lodge 
is just a matter of repetition, to others 
comes new enlightenment and 
inspiration with every Lodge meeting. 
We see and hear in Freemasonry what 
we want to and probably need to see 
and hear.

But it is how we interpret what we 
see and hear and how we then apply 
this in our daily living to bring forth 
our own Good Attitude, develop our 
own Good Character, and express this 
in our Good Action that ultimately 
counts and makes all the difference 
in and to the world. In this endeavour, 
our differences do not hinder us. 
In our diversity, from our different 
backgrounds, perspectives and 
approaches, we are one brotherhood. 
We are united in our Craft.

This is because Freemasons 
understand the importance of 
Harmony. A Harmony that is the 
epitome of the teachings of our 
Craft. For when we are guided by 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, 
and Justice; when we have Faith, 
Hope, and Charity ingrained in our 
hearts; when we practice Brotherly 
Love, Relief, and Truth; and live our 
lives according to these principles and 
tenets, then we can be in Harmony 
with ourselves, and promote Harmony 
in our Lodges and in the world.

Brethren, the growth of human 
civilisations is founded on the growth 
of human unity. When we are in 
Harmony within, then we can be in 
Harmony without. When we engage 
ourselves in the lessons of our Craft 
and become examples of Good 
Attitude, Good Character, and Good 
Action – then surely, together we can 
quench society’s thirst for Better  
Men.

at the Quarterly Communication of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria, 
at Freemasons Bayside, Monday 12 July 2021, with acknowledgements to 
VWBro. Richard J. Nethercott, Grand Lodge Orator 2018-2019 of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Philippines.

VWBro. Felix Pintado Grand Chaplain

Address delivered by
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W E L C O M E
NEW MEMBERS JAN 2020 - JUNE 2021

Bro. Benjamin Stennett Lodge of Australia Felix 1

Bro. Hamish Tannahill Golden and Corinthian Lodge 7

Bro. Rico Manlucot Golden and Corinthian Lodge 7

Bro. Praveen Nagappan Seavic Lodge 8

Bro. Paul McMaster Seavic Lodge 8

Bro. Timothy Cotsell Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 10

Bro. Andrian Mark Doreja Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 10

Bro. David de Guzman Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 10

Bro. Victor Don Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 10

Bro. Julius Tupas Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 10

Bro. Derek Haayema Williamstown Lodge 16

Bro. Paul Paciocco Williamstown Lodge 16

Bro. Belmir Velic Williamstown Lodge 16

Bro. Giann Legaspi Melbourne St. Clair Reunion 
Lodge

17

Bro. Storm Hicksen-
Ravest

Melbourne St. Clair Reunion 
Lodge

17

Bro. Luke Mernik St. George Lodge 18

Bro. Dylan Rose Southern Cross Lodge 24

Bro. Coby Prigg Southern Cross Lodge 24

Bro. Luke Weir Warrnambool Lodge 34

Bro. Reuel Wallace Warrnambool Lodge 34

Bro. Javedur Rahman St. Johns Lodge 36

Bro. Jess Smith St. Johns Lodge 36

Bro. John Campbell St. Johns Lodge 36

Bro. Paul Spadaro North Melbourne Lodge 41

Bro. Wayne Ritchie North Melbourne Lodge 41

Bro. Shian Lee North Melbourne Lodge 41

Bro. Paul Simmons Victorian Naval and Military 
Lodge

49

Bro. Matthew Howard Victorian Naval and Military 
Lodge

49

Bro. Alexander 
Povydalo

Victorian Naval and Military 
Lodge

49

Bro. Andrew 
Wolstenholme

Gippsland Lodge 51

Bro. Raymond Jeffs Gippsland Lodge 51

Bro. Paul Meddings Lodge of Unity 54

Bro. John Sirus Wangaratta Lodge of St. John 66

Bro. Adam Bronca Wimmera Lodge 70

Bro. David Timms Wimmera Lodge 70

Bro. Jeffery Allan Wimmera Lodge 70

Bro. Beau Ladlow Wimmera Lodge 70

Bro. Guangda Zhu Footscray St. John's Lodge 71

Bro. Michael Ward Kensington Lodge 77

Bro. Luca Pantaleo Kensington Lodge 77

Bro. Cesar Gonzalez 
Mendez

Victoria Lodge 82

Bro. Zlatko Reyer Victoria Lodge 82

Bro. Michael Rotondo Victoria Lodge 82

Bro. Steven Loader Colac Lodge 83

Bro. Joselito Lawang Robbie Burns Phoenix Lodge 88

Bro. Gerson Tesaluna Robbie Burns Phoenix Lodge 88

Bro. Zhongya Liu Weston Street United Lodge 94

Bro. Jordan Garo Gippsland Forest Lodge 101

Bro. Rodney Findlay Gippsland Forest Lodge 101

Bro. Harold Melecio The Lowan Lodge 107

Bro. Ian Billion Lord Carrington Lodge 111

Bro. Brendan Richards Star of the East Lodge 116

Bro. Brandon Coughlan Mooroopna Lodge 131

Bro. Benjamin Picciotto Duke of Abercorn Lodge 137

Bro. Stuart Deagan Duke of Abercorn Lodge 137

Bro. John Scott St. Andrews in the South Lodge 149

Bro. Lachlan Fowler St. Andrews in the South Lodge 149

Bro. Roland Walsh Wodonga Lodge 156

Bro. Christopher Klier Wodonga Lodge 156

Bro. Francisco Almeida Mansfield Lodge 158

Bro. Richard Huggins The Mornington Lodge 160

Bro. Dale Kent The Mornington Lodge 160

Bro. Ned Blewitt Meredith Lodge 163

Bro. William Trimble Mildura Lodge 170

Bro. Ludovic Grosjean University Lodge 171

Bro. Evan Ford Learmonth Lodge 177

Bro. Jonathon Sloane Mount Shadwell Lodge 178

Bro. Richard Martin Mount Shadwell Lodge 178

Bro. Darryl Lane Arlington Lodge 182

Bro. Christopher Javni Arlington Lodge 182

Bro. Tuan Nguyen Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Taaef Hazari Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Jason Marshall Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187
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Bro. Jeffery Allan Wimmera Lodge 70

Bro. Beau Ladlow Wimmera Lodge 70

Bro. Guangda Zhu Footscray St. John's Lodge 71

Bro. Michael Ward Kensington Lodge 77

Bro. Luca Pantaleo Kensington Lodge 77

Bro. Cesar Gonzalez 
Mendez

Victoria Lodge 82

Bro. Zlatko Reyer Victoria Lodge 82

Bro. Michael Rotondo Victoria Lodge 82

Bro. Steven Loader Colac Lodge 83

Bro. Joselito Lawang Robbie Burns Phoenix Lodge 88

Bro. Gerson Tesaluna Robbie Burns Phoenix Lodge 88

Bro. Zhongya Liu Weston Street United Lodge 94

Bro. Jordan Garo Gippsland Forest Lodge 101

Bro. Rodney Findlay Gippsland Forest Lodge 101

Bro. Harold Melecio The Lowan Lodge 107

Bro. Ian Billion Lord Carrington Lodge 111

Bro. Brendan Richards Star of the East Lodge 116

Bro. Brandon Coughlan Mooroopna Lodge 131

Bro. Benjamin Picciotto Duke of Abercorn Lodge 137

Bro. Stuart Deagan Duke of Abercorn Lodge 137

Bro. John Scott St. Andrews in the South Lodge 149

Bro. Lachlan Fowler St. Andrews in the South Lodge 149

Bro. Roland Walsh Wodonga Lodge 156

Bro. Christopher Klier Wodonga Lodge 156

Bro. Francisco Almeida Mansfield Lodge 158

Bro. Richard Huggins The Mornington Lodge 160

Bro. Dale Kent The Mornington Lodge 160

Bro. Ned Blewitt Meredith Lodge 163

Bro. William Trimble Mildura Lodge 170

Bro. Ludovic Grosjean University Lodge 171

Bro. Evan Ford Learmonth Lodge 177

Bro. Jonathon Sloane Mount Shadwell Lodge 178

Bro. Richard Martin Mount Shadwell Lodge 178

Bro. Darryl Lane Arlington Lodge 182

Bro. Christopher Javni Arlington Lodge 182

Bro. Tuan Nguyen Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Taaef Hazari Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Jason Marshall Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Nathan O'Neill 
Anderson

Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Rashid Khattak Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Thomas Kenny Werribee Enterprise Lodge 187

Bro. Shek Lee Lord Northcote Lodge 191

Bro. Aaditya Sinha Middle Park Lodge 206

Bro. Alexander Vainer Sandringham District Lodge 220

Bro. James Coakes Sandringham District Lodge 220

Bro. Rhys Marsh Sandringham District Lodge 220

Bro. Vahram Papyan Sandringham District Lodge 220

Bro. Mark Bulado Kyabram Lodge 225

Bro. Francisco Cueva Kyabram Lodge 225

Bro. William Guardado The Sunshine Wisdom Lodge 226

Bro. Martin Hornos The Sunshine Wisdom Lodge 226

Bro. Luke Davis The Sunshine Wisdom Lodge 226

Bro. Yuvdish 
Rampadaruth

City of Footscray-Wyndham 
Lodge

239

Bro. Felix Adedisi City of Footscray-Wyndham 
Lodge

239

Bro. Callan Heaney City of Footscray-Wyndham 
Lodge

239

Bro. Harry Aggrey City of Footscray-Wyndham 
Lodge

239

Bro. Bock Gonkarnue City of Footscray-Wyndham 
Lodge

239

Bro. Ben Komisars City of Footscray-Wyndham 
Lodge

239

Bro. Jovan Milosevic Gardenvale Mobility Lodge 243

Bro. Dimitar Karkaliev Gardenvale Mobility Lodge 243

Bro. Fabian Apro Healesville Lodge 247

Bro. Robert Sprackman The Diamond Valley Lodge 252

Bro. Joshua Brannelly The Diamond Valley Lodge 252

Bro. Isaac Seeley The Diamond Valley Lodge 252

Bro. Ayden Zablocki The Diamond Valley Lodge 252

Bro. Ron Hughes The Diamond Valley Lodge 252

Bro. Blair Elder The Diamond Valley Lodge 252

Bro. Mesut Kilinc Whittlesea Lodge 256

Bro. George Yako Whittlesea Lodge 256

Bro. Leonardo De Lima 
Alves

Whittlesea Lodge 256

Bro. Ashley Mayne Whittlesea Lodge 256

Bro. Paul Flakus The Mordialloc Lodge of Charity 258

Bro. Arvin Paray Lodge Killara 259

Bro. Ilija Najdovski Lodge Killara 259

Bro. Kai van Leeuwen Peace and Loyalty Lodge 261

Bro. Timothy Thexton Peace and Loyalty Lodge 261

Bro. Ziheng Wang The United Press Lodge 281

Bro. Ivancho Markovski The Lodge of the Golden Fleece 300

Bro. Andrew Evans The Lodge of the Golden Fleece 300

Bro. Hani Jaber The Lodge of the Golden Fleece 300

Bro. Simon Farrow The Lodge of the Golden Fleece 300

Bro. Mohammad Kasoha Canterbury Lodge 312

Bro. Jimmy Tong Canterbury Lodge 312

Bro. Garry Roberts Canterbury Lodge 312

Bro. Aurimas Karosas The Old Melburnians' Lodge 317

Bro. Benjamin Monaghan The Old Melburnians' Lodge 317

Bro. Alexander May The Old Melburnians' Lodge 317

Bro. Ray Attanayake The Old Melburnians' Lodge 317

Bro. Timothy Doust The Old Melburnians' Lodge 317

Bro. Alamdar Hussain Berwick Balcara Lodge 359

Bro. Hamish McMillan Berwick Balcara Lodge 359

Bro. Montazerul Mehdi Berwick Balcara Lodge 359

Bro. George Rabba Berwick Balcara Lodge 359

Bro. Suresh Kennedy Berwick Balcara Lodge 359

Bro. David Richardson Marnoo Lodge 360

Bro. Sukhwinder Saran The Melton Lodge 367

Bro. Ronny Putnins The Melton Lodge 367

Bro. Charlemagne 
Tolentino

Elrona Lodge 384

Bro. Bonifer Chatto Elrona Lodge 384

Bro. Christopher Cole The Spring Vale Lodge 389

Bro. Richard Gillespie-
Jones

Old Scotch Collegians' Lodge 396

Bro. James Donnoli Old Scotch Collegians' Lodge 396

Bro. David Spark The King David Lodge 460

Bro. Gaurav Mehra Williamstown St. Andrew Lodge 470

Bro. Rajiv Arora Williamstown St. Andrew Lodge 470

Bro. Benjamin Bistak Baden Powell Lodge 488

Bro. Johannes Ellemans Baden Powell Lodge 488

Bro. Mark Harrison Lodge of the Golden Rule 555

Bro. Love Reyes Altona Lodge 572

Bro. Earlerwin Tiama Altona Lodge 572

Bro. Renato Alvarez Altona Lodge 572

Bro. Tim Bensley Ivanhoe Grammarians Lodge 584

Bro. Edward Ahmar Ivanhoe Grammarians Lodge 584

Bro. Domenic La Rocca Ivanhoe Grammarians Lodge 584

Bro. Richard Crawford Lodge of Quest 587

Bro. Ryan Bodek Lodge Fraternal 603

Bro. Steven Karro Lodge Fraternal 603

Bro. Gregory Beasley Jnr. Lodge Fraternal 603

Bro. Mohamed Asfour Lodge Fraternal 603

Bro. Sivaroopan 
Sivasubramaniam

Lodge Observance 654

Bro. Rathugamage 
Fernando

Lodge Observance 654

Bro. Hugh Gunn Lodge Liberation 674
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Bro. Christian 
Schladetsch

Lodge Amalthea 914

Bro. Scott Jakowitz Blackburn United Lodge 915

Bro. Ghadeer Ali Blackburn United Lodge 915

Bro. Rolando Cabanero Swan Hill Lodge 919

Bro. Zaldy Salditos Swan Hill Lodge 919

Bro. Anuruddha 
Kulatunga

Lodge of Rapport 920

Bro. George Yearney Guiding Star Lodge 922

Bro. Craig Anderson Guiding Star Lodge 922

Bro. Kenneth Malcolm Guiding Star Lodge 922

Bro. Elahimoghadam 
Mohammadamin

Guiding Star Lodge 922

Bro. Matthew Allanby Guiding Star Lodge 922

Bro. Anastasios Zafiriou Brunswick United Lodge 924

Bro. Amrit Singh Brunswick United Lodge 924

Bro. Morad Shoaib Brunswick United Lodge 924

Bro. Nayson Murgo Brunswick United Lodge 924

Bro. Michael Williams Traralgon Lodge 925

Bro. Steven Kosaros The Revival Lodge 926

Bro. Khudr Ibrahim The Lodge of Evolution 931

Bro. Hasan Ozyaba The Lodge of Evolution 931

Bro. Jake Knowles Sir John Quick Lodge 933

Bro. Shaun Bennett Brae Dale Lodge 936

Bro. Rolly Gualvez Campaspe Valley Lodge 937

Bro. Mark Paton Monash Lodge 938

Bro. Mony Monysuraja Monash Lodge 938

Bro. Justin Chin United Schools' Lodge 941

Bro. James Segundo United Schools' Lodge 941

Bro. Timothy Richardson United Schools' Lodge 941

Bro. Ashley Wakefield United Schools' Lodge 941

Bro. Colomba Perera Lodge Liberation 674

Bro. Antoine Honore Hearts of Oak Lodge 681

Bro. Maciej Surmiak Hearts of Oak Lodge 681

Bro. Richard Harris Mount Scopus and 
Collegians' Lodge

689

Bro. Arthur Gonsalves Mount Scopus and 
Collegians' Lodge

689

Bro. John Paul Unabia Seaford Lodge 720

Bro. Jarrod Snow Seaford Lodge 720

Bro. Scott Cameron Seaford Lodge 720

Bro. Andrew Jessett Lodge Devotion 723

Bro. Wayne Sherlock Lodge Devotion 723

Bro. Dasun Premadasa Lodge of Honour 799

Bro. Bradley Macormac Lodge of Honour 799

Bro. Aleksandr 
Banchtchikov

Lodge of Honour 799

Bro. Phillip Hinge Lodge of Honour 799

Bro. Gustavo Martin Lodge of Honour 799

Bro. Warren Perera Lodge of Honour 799

Bro. Christopher Doheny Lodge of Honour 799

Bro. Richard Couch Timboon Lodge 821

Bro. Glenn Austine Allara Lodge 855

Bro. Nicholas Kalaitzis Gregorios Lodge 865

Bro. Hossein Zohdi Gregorios Lodge 865

Bro. Duncan Parker Sale Daylight Lodge 875

Bro. Ashley Quiddington Eureka Daylight Lodge 881

Bro. Kenneth King Djerriwarrh Lodge 891

Bro. Shaun Williams Djerriwarrh Lodge 891

Bro. Adeolu Shobowale Djerriwarrh Lodge 891

Bro. Samer Tizani The Doutta Galla Lodge 902

Bro. Joshua Naim The Doutta Galla Lodge 902

Bro. Jimmy Sharma The Doutta Galla Lodge 902
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Welcome back  

Central District MAPS!
 
Central District has kicked off with Freemasons 
Melbourne being open with running a very 
successful Masonic Education Program.

District education officers VWBro. Ben Quick and 
Bro. Jason Gribble have welcomed many Entered 
Apprentices and Fellow Crafts as they continue 
their Masonic journey.

Meeting on the third Thursday you can find more 
by contacting sec@thegoldenfleece.com.au

 

    Pictured: Fellow Craft Freemasons on the         
    winding staircase at Freemasons Melbourne



Message from the Grand Secretary 

Honours for Victorian Freemasons

Today we live in difficult times, 
the Coronavirus has turned life 

upside down for us. Attending a 
Lodge meeting is almost impossible 
so we resort to the use of platforms 
such as Zoom and others to engage 
with our brethren and to remain 
connected. We are at a critical time 
in Freemasonry in Victoria and it is 
essential we remain connected to 
those new candidates to Freemasonry 
and our elderly brethren. It is essential 
that we make them feel part of our 
organisation. Lodges all around 
Victoria are hosting zoom business 
meetings, they have adopted the 
newly approved Opening and Closing 
ritual and are making sure their 
candidates feel a part of the Lodge.

The behaviour that we exhibit as 
Freemasons not only towards our 
candidates and Lodge brethren 
but also others in the community 
is an essential quality that we as 
Freemasons must maintain at the 
highest level. We are taught to 
practise outside the Lodge those 
things we are taught in it. Respect for 
others regardless of rank is essential.  

The word respect can be interpreted 
as having due regard for the feelings, 
wishes or rights of others. We are 
faced with daily challenges testing 
each and every one of us. 

Our actions will earn respect from 
others only when we demonstrate due 
respect to them. We must build trust 
and confidence with others to grow 
respectful relationships.

Conflict situations seem to arise 
following a failure to respect one 
another or a failure by the parties to 
understand the position of the other.

Freemasonry is a fraternity built on 
trust and respect. Respect is earned, 
it is not automatic. We earn respect 
and we must reciprocal that respect to 
others. Respect is the glue that holds 
our community together. As we meet 
under difficult conditions, I encourage 
all Freemasons to look inwardly at 
themselves. To resolve on how to 
respect others so that our community 
can grow in the decades to come.

Through your strong will to build 
Freemasonry our Fraternity will 
flourish and grow.

RWBro. Garry Runge OAM JP
Grand Secretary

United Grand Lodge of Victoria

"I encourage all 
Freemasons to look 
inwardly at themselves"

" Respect for others 
regardless of rank is 
essential"

The Grand Master of Freemasons Victoria, MWBro. Richard Elkington, joins with members 
statewide in congratulating recipients of Queen's Birthday Honours, including:

Affiliated Brethren

MEMBER (AM) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA

RWBro. David Ian Gibbs PSGW, Lodge Amicus No. 928.  
For significant service to the community, and to the chartered accounting profession.

MEDAL (OAM) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA

VWBro. Hadyn Bailey PGIWkgs, Swan Hill Lodge No. 919.  
For service to the community of North West Victoria.

WBro. Kenneth John Broomhead PM, Wangaratta Lodge of St John No. 66.  
For service to the aviation industry.

RWBro. William Ewart Church PJGW, Yarrawonga Lodge of St David No. 103.  
For service to the community of Yarrawonga.

WBro. Harold James Summers PM, Phillip Island Lodge No. 512.  
For service to athletics. 
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60 Years

65 Years

RWBro. Norman 
Bickerdyke

Woodend Daylight 403

RWBro. Peter Russell Keysborough Lodge 912

RWBro. Richard Currey Melbourne St Clair Reunion 17

VWBro. Ian Heatley Lodge of Concentration 753

VWBro. Ronald Clarke Essendon Daylight Lodge 861

WBro. Albert Mitchell The United Memorial & 
Merbein Lodge

327

WBro. Alexander 
Forbes

Cranbourne Lodge 290

WBro. Daniel Ives Lodge Observance 654

WBro. David Youl The Mornington Lodge 160

WBro. Eric Schofield Berwick Balcara Lodge 359

WBro. Eric Thornton Gisborne Lodge 298

WBro. Graeme Hall Warnambool Lodge 34

WBro. Graeme Walker Marangan Lodge 64

WBro. James Jamieson Maroondah Daylight Lodge 607

WBro. John Beere Cranbourne Lodge 290

WBro. John Bone University Lodge 171

WBro. Kevin Manley The United Memorial & 
Merbein Lodge

327

WBro. Newell Couch Timboon Lodge 821

WBro. Norman Nicol Williamstown St Andrew 470

WBro. Robert Cainer The Brighton District Lodge 37

WBro. Robert Helmore Melbourne St Clair Reunion 17

WBro. Robert Lynn Williamstown St Andrew 470

WBro. Ronald Bartel Beechworth Lodge of St 
John 

14

WBro. Thomas Beecroft Meredith Lodge 163

Bro. Graham 
Etherington

Lord Carrington Lodge 111

Bro. Mervyn Foster Essendon Daylight Lodge 861

Bro. Paul Martin Williamstown St Andrew 470

Bro. Phillip Long Lodge Epicurean 906

RWBro. Alan Bedggood Blackburn United 915

RWBro. Alan Lindsay Cosmopolitan Lodge 96

RWBro. Francis Draper Huon Daylight Lodge 874

RWBro. Frederick Egan Lodge Rapport 920

RWBro. Geoffrey Jones The United Memorail & 
Merbein Lodge

327

RWBro. George Toogood Middle Park Lodge 206

RWBro. Peter Heffernan Lodge of Welcome 510

RWBro. Leslie McNiece Lara Lodge 834

RWBro. Robert 
Westheimer

The King David 460

VWBro. Alan Johnson Lodge of the Golden Rule 555

VWBro. Graeme Smith Monash Lodge 938

WBro. Edward Young Lodge of the Golden Rule 555

WBro. Howard Purcell Ivanhoe Grammarians 
Lodge

584

WBro. James Hutchison Lara Lodge 834

WBro. John Fleming Duke of Connaught 190

WBro. Mathew 
Eaglesham

Lara Lodge 834

WBro. Randolph Belt Huon Daylight Lodge 874

Bro. John Perry Goulburn Valley St George 73

Bro. Mervyn Foster Essendon Daylight Lodge 861

50 Years

APRIL 2021 - JUNE 2021

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S
Service Awards

RWBro. James Templeton Albert Edward Lodge 59

VWBro. William Brace North Melbourne Lodge 41

WBro. Neil Amos Essendon Daylight Lodge 861

WBro. Richard McKernan Albert Edward Lodge 59

WBro. Dr Trevor Smith Lodge Epicurean 906

WBro. William Schoof Brunswick United Lodge 924

Bro. Daniel Pollock Lodge of Concentration 753

Bro. Frank Rennie Lodge of Concentration 753

Bro. MAJ Ian Haskins 
OAM, RFD, ED

United Service Lodge 330
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presented at Huon Daylight Lodge No. 874

YEAR BARS60

70 Years

75 Years

RWBro. Doug Maxwell Guiding Star Lodge 922

RWBro. Edward Reid Hand of Friendship 
Fellowship

932

RWBro. Francis Humphreys Cosmopolitan Lodge 96

Bro. Herbert Prior The Kyabram Lodge 225

Bro. Arthur Liebert Yarraville Lodge 164

RWBro. William Messer Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 10

Pictured above: RWBro. Frank Draper PJGW receiving 
his Bar from RWBro. Robert Marks PSGW GLH. Frank 
was initiated in October 1961 at Standish Lodge and is 
currently the Almoner of Huon Daylight Lodge.

Left Picture: Bro. Randolph Belt receiving his Bar from 
RWBro. John Burke PDGM. Randolph was initiated in 
January 1951 at City of Albury Lodge No. 772 (NSW).

HOW TO APPLY FOR A BAR/JEWEL

Applications for a jewel/bar are completed by 
your Lodge Secretary and sent to the Grand 
Secretariat. Once/if approved the jewel/bar is 
ordered and sent to your Lodge Secretary to 
arrange presentation.
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RWBro. William (Bill) Messer PDGM, 
born on New Year’s Day 1928, 

celebrated 75 years in the Craft. 

After completing his schooling at 
Ballarat High School, Bill sat for the 
Commonwealth Bank entrance exam 
and was very much successful. He 
started working in Ballarat in 1943 
and four years later was transferred to 
Geelong where he spent the next two 
years. 

Soon after, Bill’s father fell ill and asked 
him to take over the family business 
– Messer and Opie in Ballarat. Messer 
and Opie are renowned as Ballarat’s 
icon for quality clothing and service for 
over 70 years. 

Subsequently, Bill spent the rest 
of his days working there until his 
retirement in 2000. 

Brother Bill continued to be an 
esteemed member of the Ballarat 
community. He is a former Secretary 
of the Rotary Club of Ballarat and is a 
Paul Harris Fellow. 

He joined the committee of 
management of the Queen Elizabeth 
Centre, which provides inpatient 
assessment and rehabilitation for 
the aged. He served as a three-time 
President and Chairman of three 
appeals for funds to build hostels for 
the aged. Bill is now a life member 
and has a hostel named in his honour, 
the ‘WB Messer Hostel.’

Bill’s diligent and wonderful 
community efforts didn’t stop there. 
He is also a former member of 
the Victorian Hospital Association, 
the Retail Traders of Victoria, the 
Associated Retailers of Australia, the 
Bridge Mall Traders Association and 
is a Past President, Secretary and life 
member of the central Wendouree 
Bowling Club. 

Congratulations Brother Bill.

MWBro. Bruce Bartrop PGM presenting a 75 Year Service Award to  
RWBro. Bill Messer PDGM

YEAR SERVICE AWARD 75 RWBro. Bill Messer PDGM

Masonic Profile
Initiated in September 1946 at Ballarat 
Lodge No. 114

Member of Ballarat-Yarrowee Lodge 
No. 10 since 2012 and Eureka Daylight 
Lodge No. 881 since 1985

Exalted in the Supreme Degree 
(SGCV) in August 1961

Advanced in the Honourable Degree 
(UGLMMMV) in November 1961
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Education Night
at Lodge Evolution

Welcome to this talk on the 
Mark Degree, and its relevance 

and importance to the three Craft 
degrees. We believe that the Mark 
degree is a natural progression after 
you have a sound understanding of 
the Craft degrees. Note that the Mark 
degree on its own would not convey a 
complete picture but is an extension 
of, or a part of Craft Masonry.

LINKS BETWEEN THE CRAFT 
AND THE MARK DEGREES: 

In the Craft opening (and closing) 
the SW is asked What is your duty?’ 
He replies, “To mark the setting sun; 
to close the Lodge by command of 
the WM, after having seen that every 
brother has had his due.” You hear this 
every time you are in Lodge, but most 
do not even think about it. The term 
“due” refers to your wages or rewards 
for labour. EAs were often paid with 
their keep and education. For Fellows-
of-the-Craft, this was with a wage that 
was referred to as early as the 1200s in 
England, and in the Schaw Statutes 
of 1598 in Scotland. The SW had been 
specified as the officer responsible of 
making payments many years earlier. 

Receiving your “Due” from the SW: In 
the Craft degrees there is no mention 
of how you received your wages, 
however one of the first things you 
will learn in the Mark degree is how to 
receive your wages from the SW. You 
will also receive you Mark Penny as 
reward for your labours.

The Overseers: One of the obvious 
differences when you join the Mark is 
that there are three Overseers (Master, 
Senior, and Junior) who are seated 
in the centre of the Lodge sitting 
opposite of the Master, and the Senior 
and Junior Wardens. These three 
characters perform an important task 
of checking the quality of the work 
before the workmen receive their 
wages. 

There are several references to the 
Overseers in our Craft degrees, the 
most obvious of which is in the 3rd 
Degree traditional history, which 
states “Fifteen Fellow Crafts of that 
superior class of workmen appointed 
to preside over the rest.” This is 
reference to the Overseers and their 

role of supervising the workman and 
checking the work against the plan. 

Another minor point is that in the 
Mark degree we are introduced to the 
plans of the work. No work would be 
conducted without a plan. We are not 
made aware of this in the Craft, but it 
is an important part of the Mark story.

All aspects, symbols, and messages 
from the Craft degrees are still 
relevant in the Mark degree, in 
particular (some already covered): 

• SW in opening: To Mark the 
setting sun; to close the Lodge by 
command of the WM. 

• After having seen that every 
brother has had his due – In the 
Mark you are instructed on how 
to receive your wages from the 
SW – And receive your penny.

• 3rd Degree traditional history: 
“Fifteen Fellow Crafts of that 
superior class of workmen 
appointed to preside over the 
rest” = Overseers.

• 3rd Degree Tracing Board 
– unexplained characters – 
explained in the Mark.

• In the Craft there are no plans for 
the workmen – these are supplied 
in the Mark.

• In the Mark you see how the 
Overseers use the Square to 
check the stone.

• In a Mark Lodge the 3rd Degree 
Tracing Board is always open.

First point of note is that whenever 
you enter a Mark Lodge, the Craft 3rd 
Degree Tracing Board is open. This 
demonstrates the link from the Craft 
to the Mark degree, and that it is a 
natural progression after you have 
done your 3rd Degree.  

You will also be required to salute in 
all three degrees to show you are a 
qualified for entry. 

The teachings in this degree: 
Handling Rejection; Importance of 
working with a Plan; Importance of 
working diligently- you will receive 
reward for good work; Importance 
of Assisting a brother in need, if 
you believe him to be right; To have 
confidence in the G.O.O.T.U.

The Relevance of the Mark degree to Craft Freemasonry
An extract from a presentation delivered by RWBro. Ian Brown at 
Lodge Evolution
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BEYOND THE CRAFT

The Combined other Masonic Orders 
Dinner has been held for over 30 years 

and was originally organised for members 
of Bairnsdale Mark, Ark and Chapter. 
Because of its popularity, a few years ago 
this invitation was extended to all Other 
Masonic Orders meeting at the Bairnsdale 
Centre, to enjoy each other’s company 
and communicate some aspects of their 
Order. 

The members and partners of the 
following Orders, who live in the area 
bounded by Orbost, Omeo and Traralgon, 
look forward in anticipation to being 
present at these annual gatherings, 
usually held at the Lake of China 
Restaurant in Bairnsdale. The Restaurant 
is renowned for the quality and quantity 
of its food, together with the friendliness 
of the Chan family and staff.

Bairnsdale Mark Lodge No. 26

Bairnsdale Royal Ark Mariner Lodge No. 26

Bairnsdale Chapter No. 62

McMillan Council No. 18 - Royal and Select 
Masters

Bairnsdale Conclave No. 32 - Order of the 
Secret Monitor

Tambo Sovereign Chapter No. 259 - Rose 
Croix 

At the recent dinner, held on 19 June 
2021, 34 people had a most pleasant time 
enjoying the Special Banquet that was 
served to the table. This number was a 
little down compared to previous years 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, but we look 
forward to next year with a return to 
unlimited dining numbers.

Prospective members of the Orders are 
invited and are always welcome to join in 
the gathering.

The Brethren and partners of the Craft 
Lodges in the area are accommodated 
with the annual Gippsland East District 
Dinner, previously held in Bairnsdale or 
Sale, this year’s Dinner was being planned 
in Lakes Entrance.

Both of these very important functions 
promote the social aspects and family 
involvement of Masonry in East Gippsland.

Annual Dinner
Combined with  
Other Orders
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In operative Masonry the use of a 
distinguishing mark to identify each 

craftsman’s work is a long-established 
practice and was widely employed 
in the erection of cathedrals, castles, 
churches and other stately buildings 
of the Renaissance period in Great 
Britain and Europe. 

The Mark served two useful purposes 
– it established a craftsman’s 
entitlement to wages and, in the 
event of faulty work, enabled the 
foreman or overseer to identify the 
workman responsible. The ceremony 
of Advancement to the Degree of 
Mark Master Mason is centred on this 
practice and is particularly directed 
to the inculcation of order, regularity, 
diligence and discipline.

Like the Second Degree in Craft 
Masonry, it is less concerned with the 
past and future and more concerned 
with the here and now of our present 
life. If the Fellow Craft Degree in the 
Craft is devoted to the promotion 
of learning, that of the Mark Master 
Mason instructs us how that learning 
can be most usefully and judiciously 
employed for our own honour and the 
benefit of our fellow man.

U N I T E D  G R A N D  L O D G E  O F  M A R K  M A S T E R  M A S O N S  V I C T O R I A

of

&

Installation
RWBro. William Richard Jones, DGM  
Grand Master-Elect as Grand Master

RWBro. Ronald William Goodburn, PJGW, GTyler 
as Deputy Grand Master

SCAN ME
Scan this QR 
Code to watch 
the full Grand 
Installation 
video online.
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BEYOND THE CRAFT

Message from the Grand Master 

Brethren,
It seems a long time ago that we 
had our video Grand Installation. 
Unfortunately, there was no 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
dedicated hard work of our now 
Immediate Past Grand Master, 
MWBro. Peter Julier.  

Peter was a very able and wise leader 
during his extended three-year term 
and guided Grand Mark through the 
difficulties of 2020 with firmness and 
courage.  

Peter, we thank you for your 
leadership and, importantly we thank 
Lyn for her constant support and 
unending patience. 

COVID continues to impact on what 
we do. It has forced us to become 
more creative and resourceful, honing 
our Zoom skills and requiring great 
patience and flexibility.

Our Lodges are suffering from the 
loss of members, largely by natural 
attrition but also as a result of 
individuals not remaining engaged 
in their Lodges. This situation is made 
worse by the inability to admit new 
members to our orders.

It is imperative that we stay in contact 
with every member and arrange two 
parallel options for every meeting, one 
face-to-face and one a Zoom activity.

Compliance with all of the COVID safe 
requirements is also vital. Removal of 
the virus from our communities and 
minimising any risk of infection is our 
social responsibility.

Between lockdowns we’ve managed 
to conduct some Mark Installations 
and Ark Mariner Enthronements and 
each ceremony has been a happy 
opportunity to join and celebrate the 
progress of a Lodge.

Unfortunately, demonstrations of 
consecration which were planned to 
mark the centenary of several Lodges 
have had to be postponed.

Through all recent uncertainty I’m 
reminded of the journey a new Mark 
Master Mason takes when being 
Advanced. The ceremony highlights 
setbacks and trials brought to an 
eventual positive conclusion with the 
support, assistance and protection of 
others.

The five degrees of Craft Masonry 
represent the basis of Freemasonry in 
Victoria and we all need to be unified 
in everything we do to ensure our 
future.

Keep smiling, stay safe and live up to 
our principles.

MWBro. Bill Jones 
Grand Master 

United Grand Lodge of  
Master Mark Masons of Victoria

"It is imperative that we 
stay in contact with every 
member"

"Peter was a very able and 
wise leader during his 
extended three-year term"
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The Ceremony of Grand Installation 
is steeped in tradition and 

meaning. Its antecedence is from 
the ‘Antients’ and has been in use, in 
various forms since the Union of the 
so-called ‘Antients’ and ‘Moderns’ 
in 1813 and the foundation of the 
Supreme Grand Chapter of England.

Grand Principals are Installed because 
they take an obligation before 
the Altar and thereby take upon 
themselves the heavy responsibilities 
and duties of the Regal (GZ), 
Prophetical (GH) and Sacerdotal (GJ) 
Offices of Supreme Grand Chapter.   
Grand Officers are invested with their 
Chains and Jewels of Office as proof 
of their appointment to assist the 
Grand Principals in the discharge of 
the Administration and Ceremonial of 
Supreme Grand Chapter.

The Ceremony, very little changed, was 
adopted in 1889 when this Supreme 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 
was Erected.

S U P R E M E  G R A N D  C H A P T E R  R O Y A L  A R C H  M A S O N S  V I C T O R I A
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ofInstallation
MEmComp John Charles Ives, DGZ 
First Grand Principal

REmComp Leonard Stephen Lacey, PDGZ, GOrganist 
Deputy First Grand Principal

VEmComp Brian Charles Naismith, PGSN 
Second Grand Principal

REmComp Bruce Lewis Alston Cowie, PGJ 
Third Grand Principal

SCAN ME
Scan this QR 
Code to watch 
the full Grand 
Installation 
video online.



BEYOND THE CRAFT

Message from the  
First Grand Principal 

Companions,

MEmComp John Ives 
First Grand Principal 

Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of Victoria

Following the release of the pre-
recorded Grand Installation ceremony 
on 17 April, the Grand Chapter team 
was officially launched. Since then, 
regulations governing Masonic 
meetings in Victoria have changed on 
more than one occasion, and continue 
at the time of writing.

The health of all Companions remains 
the greatest concern of Supreme 
Grand Chapter. Following the 
disruption to our regular activities 
during much of 2020, caused by 
the pandemic, Chapters resumed 
meetings in April under somewhat 
stringent conditions. I commend 
the patience and perseverance of all 
Principals, Officers, and Companions 
in observing published rules and 
guidelines, and conducting their 
meetings in the safest manner. 
I am thankful for the dedication 
displayed by all our leaders in difficult 
circumstances.

Our new team of ceremonial officers 
were keen to commence their duties, 
and in April and May carried out 
several Installations in metropolitan 
and regional Masonic Centres. It 
was a great pleasure to again meet 
Companions in person, and ensure a 
positive launch for the ensuing year in 
the Chapters. It was also pleasing to 
have the opportunity to congratulate 
several Companions in person for 
recognition of long and valuable 
service by way of conferment or 
promotion in rank.

The team enjoyed a week of 
Installations in May, beginning in 
Kyneton and finishing in Mildura. I 
was particularly grateful to have the 
support of MWBro. Bill Jones, Grand 

Master of the Mark, at an informal 
meeting of members in Swan 
Hill. I am hopeful that the positive 
discussion will lead to renewed 
endeavour and growth.

The closure of all Masonic Centres 
throughout the year caused many 
Chapter meetings to be cancelled. I 
sympathise with Chapters affected 
and I am thankful that Zoom 
meetings were substituted in 
some instances. Of course, several 
Installations were disrupted. We 
continue to accommodate the re-
scheduling of Installations when 
requested and the Grand Secretariat 
will always be helpful in assisting 
Chapters in this regard.

As I write we are currently in lockdown 
I am mindful of the desire of Chapters 
to conduct ceremonies of Exaltation 
into our wonderful order and enable 
the backlog of keen Freemasons to 
become Companions among us.

Companions, I wish you all well and 
look forward to being with you during 
the months ahead.

"I commend the patience 
and perseverance of all 
Principals, Officers, and 
Companions"

"It was a great pleasure to 
again meet Companions 
in person"
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At a time when Victorian Freemasons are 
aiming to increase their activities and 

widen their ranks the following brief history 
of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria should 
be of particular interest to members and 
their friends.

The United Grand Lodge of Victoria was 
founded in 1889, but the events leading up to 
this took rise in 1839, just 50 years before. 

On 23 December 1839, a meeting was held 
in Melbourne to discuss the formation of 
a Lodge and on 24 March 1840, Victoria's 
first Lodge, the Lodge of Australia Felix, was 
consecrated, under the English Constitution. 
Three years later the Australasian Kilwinning 
Lodge was formed under the Scottish 
Constitution, to be followed, in 1847, by the 
Australia Felix Lodge of Hiram under the Irish 
Constitution.

These Lodges sponsored other Lodges 
throughout the State during the next 10 
years.

By 1853 a situation had developed which 
suggested that some form of unifying local 
authority was necessary.

The long delays in communications and the 
apparent indifference of the Mother Grand 
Lodges, in the United Kingdom, caused 
confusion in local administration.

In 1861, it was suggested by circular letter 
in all three Constitutions that it would be 
advisable for a United Grand Lodge to be 
formed.

In 1863 correspondence was sent regarding 
the formation of such a body.

The petitions were turned down by 
each of the Mother Grand Lodges. Some 
acrimonious correspondence followed, and 
local feelings became disturbed, to the 
extent that the harmony of some Lodges was 
severely tested.

No further moves were made until 1876, 
when a notice appeared in the daily 
press calling a meeting of all interested 
Freemasons to discuss the formation of a 
Grand Lodge.

George Selth Coppin was elected as 
Chairman of the Committee formed to 
prepare the way.

The following six years saw much activity. In 
early 1883, a Masonic Union was formed from 
the three Constitutions to establish a Grand 
Lodge.

Some opposition was encountered, mainly 
from English Constitution Lodges who, by 
now, had the marked advantage of numbers.

However, on June 5, 1883, a 
circular was sent to all Lodges 
advising that the date was set 
for the inauguration of the 
Grand Lodge and calling for 
nominations for Grand Master.

George Selth Coppin was the 
final choice and in July 1883, the 
inception of the Grand Lodge of 
Victoria took place in Melbourne.

Representatives from many 
Grand Lodges from around the 
world were present, but no official 
recognition was forthcoming 
from the Grand Lodges of 
England, Scotland or Ireland.

The new Grand Lodge, therefore, 
came into existence as a 
somewhat illegal organisation. 

The Grand Lodge of Victoria did 
not prosper and, after six years, 
only 16 Lodges were meeting 
under its jurisdiction.

It was evident that the original 
object of unity had come to 
nothing.

The result was that, instead 
of one, there were then four 
Constitutions in operation.

These four Constitutions covered 
a total of approximately 140 
Lodges.

It had become clear that a 
change of attitude was urgently 
required from Great Britain.

Freemasonry in Victoria was 
well past the infancy stage, and 
the obstinacy of the Mother 
Grand Lodges was the only thing 
preventing a united Craft from 
functioning.

Then, towards the end of 1887, 
the Pro-Grand Master of England, 
The Earl of Carnarvon, came 
to Australia to investigate the 
situation.

The members of the illegal 
Grand Lodge were included in 
the extensive discussions that 
followed.

It was decided, by a great 
majority, to proceed to the 
formation of a United Grand 
Lodge.

The new United Grand Lodge of 
Victoria was inaugurated on 20 
March 1889.

The new Grand Lodge comprised 
137 Lodges, three of the English 
Constitution Lodges refusing to 
join.

Two of these three objecting 
Lodges joined soon afterwards 
but the remaining Lodge - 
Combermere Lodges No. 752 EC 
- did not.

Combermere Lodge has retained 
its English affiliation and still 
operates today, functioning under 
the English Constitution.

Our History
Our first Grand Master

UGLV, 1980, ‘Our History’, The Victorian Mason.
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Bringing our first  
Grand Master to Colour
Visitors and guests will notice a new 

addition to the walls of Freemasons 
Melbourne with a digitally colourised 
photograph of our first Grand Master 
MWBro. Sir William Clarke. 

The portrait wall of our Past Grand 
Masters now includes this stunning photo 
of MWBro. Clarke in his regalia, brought to 
life with colour. 

“A copy of the original photo which was 
displayed was not in a condition that 
would give justice to our first Grand 
Master, by having the photo restored 
we honour the foundations MWBro. 
Clarke laid down for future generations 
of Freemasons across our state, and 
maintain our history and heritage through 
the digital medium.” said VWBro. Ben 
Quick. 

"by having the photo restored 
we honour the foundations 
MWBro. Clarke laid down for 
future generations"
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Williamstown Masonic Centre
HISTORY OF

The Hobson Bay Lodge was founded 
in July 1854 and was officially the 

ninth Lodge in the Colony of Victoria.  
(Unofficially the tenth if we count le 
Rameau d'or d’Eleusis lodge founded 
in 1853 on the Ballarat goldfields.) 

The Lodge had a short existence and 
by 1862 most of its members had 
joined with the Lodge of Industry, a 
Lodge which had only been founded 
four years earlier in 1858. 

In 1866 a Lodge named the 
Excelsior Lodge was founded giving 
Williamstown two Masonic Lodges 
again but this was to be short lived 
as the two Lodges amalgamated in 
1873 to become Excelsior Lodge of 
Industry. During those early decades 
of Freemasonry in Williamstown these 
Lodges met in a variety of hotels, such 
as the Napier, Steampacket, Telegraph 
and Commercial hotels.  

In 1886 The Excelsior Lodge of Industry 
began to hold its meetings in the Old 
Welsh Church, a simple weatherboard 
building in Electra Street, with a 
view to building their own Masonic 
Hall on the land. After prolonged 
negotiations and transactions with 
the Welsh Church, who were building 

a much more substantial structure 
in Ferguson Street, the Foundation 
Stone for the Williamstown Masonic 
Hall was laid by Grand Master MWBro. 
Sir William Clarke in August 1890.

“…The MW Grand Master and the 
Grand Officers intend visiting the 
Excelsior Lodge of Industry, No. 16 at 
Williamstown to lay the Foundation 
Stone of the new Masonic hall on 
Saturday, 16 August, at 2 o’clock pm, 
and also the Consecration of the new 
Masonic hall at Creswick, on Friday 29 
August 1890, at 4 o’clock pm.…” 
(The Argus (Melbourne), Saturday 9 
Aug 1890, page 10, Freemasonry).

During this period the Lodge held its 
suppers next door at the Mechanics 
Institute until the supper room was 
completed at the new Masonic Hall. 
The Lodge building was consecrated 
on Wednesday 8 April 1891, although 
The Excelsior Lodge of Industry had 
been already meeting in the building 
for a few months. This was the 
seventh purpose built Masonic Lodge 
building in Melbourne, including 
the refurbished 65 Lonsdale Street 
Masonic Hall. (By 1891 regional Victoria 
had well over a dozen Masonic Halls.)

SCAN ME
Take the 
3D tour of 
this unique 
building.
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“…The members of the above Lodge 
were honoured on Wednesday last 
with the presence of Sir W. J. Clarke, 
Bart, etc. (the Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of the Victorian Constitution) 
and the Grand Lodge officers at their 
local Lodge room. The occasion was 
the consecration of the new hall in 
Electra Street and the Installation 
of the WM and the investiture of his 
officers to for the ensuing twelve 
months...” 
(Williamstown Chronicle, Saturday 11 
Apr 1891, page 2, Freemasonry.)

The completed Williamstown Masonic 
Hall initially consisted of a Lodge 
room, a supper room, and a small 
cloak room. The Excelsior Lodge of 
Industry soon found that owning 
a Lodge building came with extra 
financial liabilities and responsibilities 
that did not exist when they were 
meeting in hotels. Curiously though, 
in 1899 when the Robbie Burns Lodge 
inquired about renting the Lodge 
room and hall for a meeting, the reply 
they received was that the members 
“…were not desirous of letting the 
Masonic Hall property…” yet, 12 months 
later when the Foresters Friendly 
Society Lodge applied to use the Hall, 
they were granted permission to use 
the supper room and kitchen (perhaps 
they were not given use of the Lodge 
room).

Post World War I there was a huge 
increase in membership across the 
state and the Excelsior Lodge of 
Industry was no exception. In 1920 it 
sponsored the City of Williamstown 
Lodge, and in 1925 the Verdon Lodge.  
This growth continued with City of 
Williamstown Lodge sponsoring The 
Beacon Lodge in 1926. This expansion 
continued further with the founding 
of the Williamstown St Andrew Lodge 
in 1929.

In terms of the Williamstown Masonic 
Hall, in 1932 changes were made 
to the layout and the supper room 
was reconfigured to the design still 
familiar today. Other alterations were 
made over the years adding extra 
rooms around the supper room until 
the recent modernisation of the 
centre 2011.

And it was that 2011 renovation that 
restored the beautiful Lodge room 
of the Williamstown Masonic Hall, 
preserving and maintaining all of the 
splendour of the Lodge room as it 
originally was in 1890.

Special thanks to WBro. Matt Salter of 
the Guiding Star Lodge, founder and 
3D photographer at Jolt Media.

40EDUCATION



Freemasonry is a worldwide 
community of men who believe 
in the principles of equality 
and charity. It is one of the few 
remaining organisations that 
honour and respect religious, 
cultural and political diversity. 

It offers good men an opportunity 
to contribute to their local 

communities, join a network 
of like-minded individuals, 

and improve themselves 
in the process.

BECOME A 
BETTER MAN
BECOME A 
FREEMASON

OUR THREE GREAT PRINCIPLES
Brotherly Love Relief Truth

Every true Freemason 
will show tolerance and 
respect for the opinions 

of others and behave 
with kindness and 

understanding to all 
people.

Freemasons are taught 
to practise charity and 
to care not only for one 

another, but for the 
community as a whole, 

through charitable giving 
and voluntary effort.

Freemasonry strives 
for truth and requires 
high moral standards 

of its members.

Freemasons
Victoria

f reemasonsvic.net.au (03) 9411 0111


